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A REVIEW OF THE GENERA AND SPECIES OF AMERICAN SNAKES, 
NORTH OF MEXICO. 

BY ARTHUR EFwWIN BROWN. 

In recent }’ears, investigation of the lower groups in classifica- 
tion has largely taken the form of observing and noting the most 
minute variations, oeeurring in however small numbers. Among 
snakes, this method has l)een carried to such an extreme that 
Prof. Coi)e’s ‘‘ Characters and Variations of North American 
Snakes ^ contains the names of twenty-three species and subspe- 
cies which were founded upon one, or at most two specimens each. 

Two propositions, both fundamentally correct, have contributed 
to this result: first, that a knowledge of the laws under which new 
forms are developed is to be l)est gained by a study of variations; 
and second, that subspecies are an essential part of classification. 
As a general truth the first proposition is unassailable, but there 
appear to be good reasons why limits should be placed upon its 
application to the present group and why a cautious valuation 
should here be made of minor variations. This should be true if 
it can be shown that unmeaning departures from type are especi- 
ally common among its members. 

It is a law of organisms that a high degree of instal)ility is 
associated with degenerative ])rocesses. That the serpents, as a 
whole, are a degenerate group is probable, and while some lines 
among them have become much specialized, there are large num- 
bers of small and degraded forms, always highly variable, which 
can be connected with higher types. 

It is, furthermore, a mori)hological fact that where repetition of 
parts is the rule, variability, in number at least, is to be looked 
for.'^ Among snakes, generic and specific characters are chiefly 

' Proc. U. S. Natio)}al Mitsi nm, 1892, pp. 589-981. 

^ A very simple summary of a lon^; series of observed facts is contained in 
Cateson’s MatcriaU for the Study of Variation^ p. 571 (London, 1894): ‘‘It 
is perhaps true that, on ilie whole, series containing large numbers of undif- 
ferentiated parts more often show Meristic Variation than series made up of 
a few parts much dilterentiated, but throughout the evidence a good many 
of the lattew elass are lieverthelC'S to be seen.” 
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found in the teeth, in the })lates ii])ou the head, and in the iiumher 
and form of the rows of body scales; all of these are numerous, 
and variability under the above law is common. 

Color is largely used in specific, and almost wholly in subspecific 
determination, and this, too, we should expect to find inconstant 
in a group whose structure is such that the whole exterior is 
brought into close contact, surface or subterranean, with earth, 
sometimes swamp and sometimes desert sand, and whose slow 
metabolism brings sucli j)hysiological activities as temperature, 
nutrition and epidermal re})air into close dependence upon exter- 
nal conditions. 

There is, again, a class of anomalies not uncommon in this 
group, such as are shown- at times in genera like Coluber or 
Zcmenis, in which the young of some species are spotted or cross- 
banded, becoming striped when adult. Here, occasionally, more 
or less of the juvenile pattern is retained, showing through, as it 
were, the later stage. Examples of such are Coluber guiiaius 
sellatus Cope and C. rosaceus Cope. This class of variations is 
purely physiological, and when occurring in isolated cases, has no 
more zooloerieal sieruificauce than the occasional retention to matu- 
rity of the youthful livery of spots in lions. 

Aside from anomalies, there are characters which are too variable, 
normally, to be of use except in broad definitions. Form and 
proportions, both of the wiiole and of parts, vary considerably ; 
among those wiiieh change with growdh are the relative length of 
the tail (which also varies with sex), and the reciprocal propor- 
tions of some head plates; breadth of head and stoutness of body 
change to an extraordinary degree with nutritive conditions, a 
fact which can be best learned by observation of snakes kept in 
captivity.^ 

The system of trinomials has added greatly to the facilities for 
expressing the j’elalioushi}) of transitional forms, but winle its 
value is fully conceded, so also must be the existence of the danger 
which has attended and not infrequently overtaken it — that the 
very ease of its methods may lead the system atist to overvalue the 
importance of individual and insignificant variations. 

^ A suggestion as to the possible origin of occasional specimens presenliug 
mixed characters, is that among snakes which breed in captivity there seems 
to be little or no aversion to cress-breeding. This is especially true of 
Eutunia and Tro2)idonotus, both of which produce young free from the 
egg, and breed not infrequently. 
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The chief purpose of the present ])aj)Gr is to iiujuire into tlie 
nature of tlicsc A’ariations, and to determine if possible how far 
they are promiscuous ami without nicaniui^s or to what extent they 
may l)e believetl to fall witliin those ideas of pro2:ressive modifiea- 
tion, without which as a f^uiding ]U‘inciple, the practice of tax- 
onomy is mere byplay. The eonception which has directed the 
iiujuiry, is tiiat a relatively high degree of constancy and isolation 
is essential to tlie recognition of a species; and that variations, to 
be of subspecitic value, must be of such a character as to oiler 
reasonable grounds for the belief that they are stages of change; 
an important ])art of such charneter being that they shall occur in 
sulMcieut numbers to constitute centres, so to speak, upon lines 
leading from established forms. 

The color deseri])tions have in a large proportion of cases been 
taken from the living snake; to which it may be added that in 
addition to the alcoholic series to whmh I have had access, includ- 
ing that of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadel])hia, 
which now contains the whole private eollection of the late Prof. 
Cope, nearly four thousand living speeimens of North Amcriean 
snakes have passed under my observation, in the course of identify- 
ing the large amount of material in this grou}) which comes into 
posses.sion of the Zoological Society of Philadelphia. 

The more recent works which treat with modern methods, of the 
Avholc field of North American snakes, are the paper of Prof. Cope, 
above referred to,** and Mr. G. A. Boulenger’s Catalogue of Snakes 
in the Musenia ( P'^bo-Ub). 

With neither of these distinguished naturalists am I able to find 
myself in full aecord ; the one appearing to me to err in excess of 
analysis, rpiite as much as the other does in the opposing method. 

The literatim', has been so fully worked out by iNfr. Boulenger, 

‘Since the completion of the present ]>aper (October, 11)00), the Report of 
the U. -S’. Xationul for ls{)s has :ipi>i are(l. containiiijj: I*rof. Colic’s 

)))sthiunons work on North Anieiican sealed reptiles (Horjientes, pp. 

119 s I. I (ind that few < f the conchi"ions which I had reached aie thereby 
altered, for tin* chief additions to his ]>revions piqier ( f result from the 

introduction of charaetu's drawn from the male gnieralive oigan. These 
were not made use of in the ])iesent paper, for examination of much of 
Cope’s maierial, and .-'Oine further investigations of my own, had satisfied 
me that nincli verilicition ami extension lemains to he done l)efore tlicir 
value in generic determination can be istablished. Such changes as I have 
made have Ijecn introduced into the text, and references to the paper are 
given as “Cope, Kcp. Nat- Mu-x," “Cope, /.e.,” imluaiing the previous paper, 
above cited. 
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that the references given in this paper are such only as are neces- 
sary to historical exactness, l>eing in most cases to the original 
descri})tion ; to the works of Cope and •Boulengcr cited; to Baird 
and Girard’s Catalcxjue of Xorth Amcrhui (I80O); to 

some late j)apers hy ]Nlr. Stejneger, and to a valuable paper by 
iNlr. Van Denburg on the reptiles of the Pacific coast. 



GLAUCONIID^. 

GLAUCONIA, Grey. 

Cat. Lizards, Br. lot) (1845); B. and G.,Cat. 8erp. No. Am., 

149 (1853); Ghtuconot and Root Cope, Proc. U. 8. Nat. 5Ins., 189^2, 
589, 590 ; Glauconia Boul., Cat. Snakes Br. Mas., 1, 59. 

Xo maxillary teeth; rostral large, projecting; one nasal, 
divided or half-divided and touching the lip; eyes covered with 
scales; an ocular which reaches the lip; a median row of scales 
extending to the rostral; body surrounded with cycloid scales; 
anal entire; body cylindrical; tail short and blunt; head not 
distinct. 

Hab. — Africa; southwestern Asia; tropical America. 

Two species are known in the United States: 

Supraoculars present, 1. G. chilcis, 

>^apraoculars absent, 2. G. humilis. 

Glauconia dulcis B. and G. 

Rena dulcis B. and G., 1. r., 112; Glauconia dulcis Cope, I, c., 590; 
Boul., 1. c., I, G5 ; Leptotyphlops dulcis Stej., Proc. U. 8. Nat. INlus., 
1891, 501 ; Glauconia dissccta and G. dulcis Cope, Kep. Nat. 5Ius., 
716, 717. 

Size small; two or three pairs of plates in front of frontal; a 
supraocular })late on each side with a smaller one between them; 
nasal divided; scales in 14 rows. Length about 200 mm. (tail 
about one-twentieth). Pale brown above; white on belly. 

G. disseeta Cope, may prove to be distinct, but the inconstancy 
of the head shields in these low, burrowing forms is a strong pre- 
sumption against it. 

Ilab. — Texas, Xew Mexico and Mexico. 



^ Occasional Papers of the California Academy of Science^ No. 5, 1897. 
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Glauconia humilis B. and G. 

Uena hnmilis B. and G., 1. c., 143. and Cope. 1. c., dOO ; Glauconia 
hnmillH, Bonl , 1. c., I, .7^, and Cope, Rep. Nat. Mus. , 719 ; Rena 
humilis 1. c., 501 ; Siagomdou humilis Van Den., 1. c., 150. 

Like G. chilcisy but no supraoculars; the oculars l)cing separated 
by one shield instead of three. 

Hab. — Arizona, southern and Lower California; Mexico. 



BOID^. 

LICHANURA Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1?^61, 304 ; 1. c., 590 ; Rep. Nat. Mas., 722 ; Boul., 
/. c., 1, 129. 

Head covered with scales; two nasals; no labial pits; eye with 
vertical ])upil; body short and stout; tail short, blunt and slightly 
prehensile; subcaudals undivided. 

ilab. — Southwestern Xorth America. 

Lichanura roseofusca Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1S6S. 2 ; L. roseofusca and orcutti Cop?, I, c., 591, 
592, and Rep. Nat. Mas., 724, 726 ; L. orcutti Stej., Proe. U. S. Nat. 
Mas., IS'SO, 96 ; L, trhirgata (part) Boul., 1. c., I, 129. 

Head .slightly distinct; rostral prominent; eye surrounded with 
a ring of nine or ten scales; anterior nasals in contact; 4-6 small 
])lates behind the nasals, rest of head covered with small scales; 
body cylindrical ; scales small and smooth, in 33-43 rows; ven- 
trals 224-241; subcaudals 39-47. Total length about 980 mm. 
(tail 110). 

Grayish or brownish above, sometimes with three rather indis- 
tinct brown stripes on the body; belly yellowish or reddish, irregu- 
larly mottled with brown. 

Mr. Stejneger has clearly shown the great variability of sen tel - 
lation in these snakes,® and the very wealth of obseiwation which 
he brings forward destroys the value of the chief character upon 
wdiich L. orcutti rests; the presence of an additional loreal. In 
addition to which is the fact that in the Boidte these plates arc so 
inconstant as to be without classificatory meaning. 

I Lib. — Southern California and Arizona. A closely ^J’elated 
species, L. trivirgata, is found in Lower California. 



Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 1891, ]). 511. 
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CHARINA Oroy. 

Cat. Sn. Br. Mus., 113 (1819); Cope, 1. c., 59:3 ; BouL, I €., I, 130. 

Anterior teeth longest ; Jiead covered with shields ; a frontal 
plate ; two nasals, eye small with vertical pupil ; tail short, not 
prehensile; subcaiidals undivided. 

Hal). — Western coast of Xorth America. 

Charina bottae Blainville. 

Tortrix bottce Blain., Nouv. Ann., 1834, 57, PI. XXVI, fig. 1 ; Wenoruf 
plnmbea and isabdla B. and G., 1. c., 139, 140 ; Charina botUv Cope, 
I, c., 592, and Kep. Xat. 728 ; Q. botto’- Bonl., 1. r., 1, 130. 

Body short and stout ; rostral prominent ; two nasals, the 
anterior fre({uently fused with the internasals; loreal sometimes 
fused with prefrontals; head plates variable ; upper labials 8-11; 
scales smooth in 37-49 rows; ventrals 192-211; anal entire; sub- 
caudals 20-37, mostly entire. Total length about 550 mm. (tail 
50). Grayish to brownish above, yellow beneath. 

In the present genus iMr. Stejneger has again demonstrated the 
worthlessness of characters drawn from the scales,’ although he 
prefers to provisionally retain plumhca B. and G. The diflerence 
of four rows of scales between the type of botke and the minimum 
of jylnmbea is much less than the normal range of variability in 
almost every known species of Bokhe. 

Hab. —Oregon to Lower California and Xevada. 

Charina brachyops Cope. 

Proc. U. S. Xat. :Mas., 1838, 83 ; 1. c., 592, and Pep. Nat. Mus., 727 ; 
Boul., 1. c., I, 131. 

One specimen only is known of this species. It difiers from 
botke in that the posterior prefrontal forms a part of the orbit, 
and the loreal is absent, leaving the postnasal in contact with the 
preocular. The constancy of these characters is not known, and 
the form is retained provisionally. 

Hab. — Point Reyes, California. 



Proc, U. S. Nat. Mus., 1890, p. 177. 
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COLUBRID.®.'’ 



I. Ar;LYPlR\;: 



Key to the Genera. 



-.1. — Posterior dorsal liypapopliyses present: 

a. — Maxillary teeth lonj^er beliiinl; scales keeled: 

a\ — Anal entire; no scale pits, .... Ept^exia. 
^ — Anal divided: 

2 internasals; scale pits present, 

Tuopidoxotus. 

2 internasals; no scale pits; keeled only on tail, 

8i:.MrxATRix. 

1 internasal; no scale pits; keeled only on tail, 

Helicops. 

b. - iNIaxillary teetli eciual; scales keeled: 

ah — Anal entire, Tpopidocloxium. 

6h — “Anal divided : 

rr. — Loreal absent, SroPvERiA. 

h \ — Loreal present: 

ah — 1 nasal ; 1 preocular, . . Cloxopiiis. 

— 2 nasals; preocular absent: 

2 internasals, .... Ampiiiardis. 

1 interuasal, IIaldea. 

B. — Posterior dorsal hypapophyses absent : 
a . — Maxillary teeth equal, or nearly so: 
ah — Anal entire: 

ah — Scales smooth; size large: 

Snout normal; scales less than 17 rows, 

Spilotes. 

Snout elongate; scales more than 25 rows, 

Kfiixeciiis. 

^h — Scales smooth; size small and slender; no 
loreal ; pre- and i)ostf rentals touching labials, 

Stilosoma. 

ch — Scales keeled; size large; 4-6 prefrontals, 

PfTYOPIIIS. 

b \ — Anal divided: 

ah — Scales keeled : 

2 nasals; size large; spotted or striped, 

Coluber. 

1 nasal; size small; color green, 

CYCLOPins. 



* Although not strictly followed here, the plan of serial arrangement of the 
^eiiera of adopted by Mr. Bonlen^er po.'^rie'ises a decided advan- 

tage, in that it docs not pretend to a knowledge of close aflinities which we 
have not gained. 



1901.] 



NATURAL SCIENX'ES OF Pill LA DELPHI A. 



17 



Ir , — Scales smooth : 

— Loreal and preocular i)resent: 

1 jircocular; 1 nasal; color not irrecn, 

Conti A. 

1 preocular; 1 nasal; color green, 

I.IOPELTIS. 



2 preoculars; 2 nasals, 



Diadopkis. 



h \ — Preociilar absent: 

2 internasals; 2 nasals; size small, 

Virginia. 

2 internasals; 1 nasal; large; bluish- 
black with red stripes, . . Abastor. 

1 iiiternasal ; 1 nasal ; large ; bluish- 

black with red spots, . . Farancia. 

1-2 or no internasals; 1 nasal; small; 

brown, Carphopiiis 

— Loreal absent: 

Xasal usually fused with first labial, 

Ficimia. 



Nasal usually fused with iuteruasal, 

Chilomeniscus. 

h . — Maxillary teeth longer behind; no interspaee: 
fd — Anal diyided : 

Rostral normal, ..... . Zamenis. 

Rostral with projecting edges, 

Salvadora. 

h ^, — Anal entire; 
or . — 2 nasals: 

Rostral normal ; subeaudals diyided 

Opiiibolus. 

Rostral projeeting; subeaudals entire, 

Rhinochilus. 



h \ — 1 nasal, rostral projecting, 

Cemopiiora. 

c. — Maxillary teeth longer behind; an interspace: 

ab — Anal entire; 3-4 loreals; rostral with projecting 

edges PflYLLORHYNCIIUS. 

— Anal diyided; 1 loreal : 

Scales keeled; rostral recuryed, 

Heterodon. 

Seales smooth, with pits; 2 preoculars, 

IIypsiglena. 

Scales smooth, without pits; 1 preoeular, 

Riiadinea. 
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II. OnSTIlOGLYPIIA : 

a . — Anterior inaxillarv teeth elongated; 2 loreals, 

Tihmorphodon. 

h. — Anterior maxillary teeth not elongated: 

(d. — Loreal present: 

Scale pits present; eye with vertical pupil, 

SiBOX. 

Scale pits absent; eye with round pupil, 

EPvYTimOLAMFRUS. 

}?. — Loreal absent, Tantieda. 



III. PPOTEltOGLYPHA : 

Scales smooth in Id rows; red, with black and yellow rings, 

Elaps. 



EUTiENIA B. and G. 



?. c., 24 (1853); Cldlopoma Cope, Wheeler Siirv., 543; Atomarchns 
Cope, Am. Nat., 1883, 1300 ; Eutmnia Cope, L c., 045, and Pep. Kat. 
]Mns., 1014; Tropidonotas (part) Boiil., r., I, 192 ; Thamnophis 
Stej., Xo. Am. Fauna, 7, 210.® 

Maxillary teeth smooth, gradually increasing behind, last 2-3 
rather abruptly enlarged; head scales normal; 1 loreal; 2 nasals; 
2 internasals ; body stout to very slender ; head distinct ; scales 
keeled, without pits in 17-23 ro\vs; anal entire. 

Hab. — North America and ^lexico. 

The snakes of this genus seem open to every possibility of varia- 
tion; they exist everywhere in great numbers between the fiftieth 
and fifteenth degrees of latitude ; many of them are of semi-aquatic 
habits, and the complexity of their pattern easily runs into irregu- 
larities, the reckless naming of which has added to the confusion. 
In The Primary Factors of Organic Evolution^ p. 63 (1896), 
Prof. Cope states that he recognizes forty-nine species and sub- 
species in this genus. Nevertheless, if the systematist will but 
remember that heredity does not act with the exact methods of 
mechanical reproduction, certain fairly definite groups may be 
made out, to which these anomalies may with some certainty be 
assigned. 



® In this paper 3tr. Stejueger endeavors to substitute for the well-estab- 
lished Eutemia B. and G. Fiizinger’s name Thamnophis [Syst, Rept.^ p. 26, 
1843), and seeks to remove that author’s undefmed genera Irom the class of 
nomina nuda, by the statement that ‘‘the simple fact that Fitzinger ex- 
pressly indicated the type of the genus at once removes them from that cate- 
gory,” It is true that it does so l)y rule of the American Ornithologists’ 
Union, but elsewhere, and in my opinion properly, the best usage refuses to 
sanction these names. 
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Kcij io the Species, 



I. 



II. 



Body with longitudinal stripes; 2 labials in orbit: 

A, — Body very slender ; tail long; lateral stripe on third 

and fourth rows; all scales keeled, in 19 rows: 

a, — Tail 1 of length, of rather more: 

7 upper labials; brown with 3 yellow stripes, 

1. E, sdiinta. 

8 upper labials; olive; dorsal usually absent, 

2. E, sackeni. 

b, — Tail I- of length or rather less; 8 upper labials, 

3. E. proxima. 

B, — Body stouter; tail shorter: 

a. --^^cales in 21 rows (occ. 19) : 

— Lateral stripe on third and fourth rows: 

Usually 8 labials; 21 rows, . 4. E, mecjalops. 
Usually 7 labials; occ. 19 rows, 5. E, radix, 

y . — Lateral stripe on second and third rows; labials 
8 (occ. 19 rows and 7 labials), b. E. elegaus. 

b. — Seales in 19 rows (occ. 21 ) : 

Usually 8 labials; head broad, . . 7. E, eque-^. 

Usually 7 labials; head narrow, . 8. E. sirtalis. 



Body without stripes; 21 rows: 

1 labial in orbit; brown with 7 rows of spots, 

9. E, multi maculaid. 

2 labials in orbit; brown with small reddish spots anteriorly, 

10. E, rufopunetata. 



Eutaenia saurita L. 

Coluber saurita L., Syst. Nat., XII, 3S5 (17G6); Entamia saurita B. 
and G., I, c., 24 ; Cope, 1. c., 650, and Bep. Nat. Mus., 1020 ; Tropi- 
donotus saurita (part) Boul., 1. c., I, 212. 

Upper labials 7 (rarely 8); oculars 1-3; temporals 1-2 (3); 
body slender and elongated; tail from .30 to .28 of total lengtli; 
scales in 10 rows, all keeled; ventrals 150-170; subcaudals 95- 
120; chocolate brown, with three yellow stripes, the lateral on the 
third and fourth rows; belly yellow or greenish white; top of 
head dark brown; a spot on parietals; labials yellow, unmarked. 
The largest specimen I have seen is in the xVeademy’s collection, 
from Minnesota, and measures 805 mm. (tail 240). As is usually 
the case with large examples, tlie tail is here rather short, 
about .27. 

Ilab. — United States, east of Mississippi river. 
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Eutaenia sackeni Kennicoii. 

Proc. Ac. Pliil., l>r)9, OS ; Cope, 1. r. 0.30, and Pep. Nat. !^Ius., 1019 ; 
T. sanrita (partj Boul., L c., 

Scutellation and jn’oportions as in murita, l)iit the upper labials 
are almost invariably instead of 7. The color is greenisli olive, 
or blackish in old specimens, and the dorsal stri[)C is usually 
absent, in such cases showing faintly for a short distance behind 
the head. Total length 710 mm. (tail 2doj. 

llab. — Florida. 

Eutaenia proxima Say. 

Coluher proxunus S.iy, Long’s E\'p., I, 1^7 E>fiivnia proxitnn 

and E. Faircyi B. and (J., 1. r., 23 ; E. proxima Cope, 1. r., 630, and 
Ivep. Xat. Mils., 1022 ; T. saurita (part) Bonl., 1. r. I, 212. 

Head small ; body slender, though stouter and with shoider tail 
than in the preceding species; u])per labials 8; oculars 1-3; tem- 
porals 1-2 (3); scales in 19 rows, all keeled; ventrals 100-178; 
subcaudals 91-1 15 ; dark olive or broAvnish to almost black; dor- 
sal stripe distinct, bright yellow to orange; lateral stripe on third 
and fourth rows, usually pale or greenish yellow; belly yellow or 
green, u.sually without markings; top of head dark, with a pari- 
etal spot; labials colored like the belly. Sometimes the dorsal and 
lateral stripes are of the same color; very dark specimens with 
such stripes, chiefly from the northern portions of its range, are 
faireyi B. and G. These have often a slightly longer tail, but the 
differences are not constant. The usual length of large examples 
from the INfississippi valley is about 800 mm., of Avhicli the tail is 
from .33-. 28, but a living specimen lately received by the Zoologi- 
cal Society from Peco.s, Tex., is 1160 mm. long (tail 280). In 
this the tail is but .24 of the length, being the shortest I have met 
Avith in the species. The dorsal stripe is a rich red. 

Ilab. — Indiana and Illinois to southern Mexico, and west 
through Texas. It is not certainly known from east of the IMis- 
sissippi except in the KStates named. 

Eutaenia radix B. and G. 

1. 31 ; Cope, 1. c., (>30, ami Kep. Xat. Mus., 102G ; 2\ ordinatiis var. 

Boul., 1. c., I, 211. 

Body moderately stout; head broad; upper labials 7 (occ. 8); 
oculars 1-3; temporals 1-2 ; ventrals 145-170; subcaudals 51-70; 
scales in' 21 or 19 rows, all keeled, the outer slightly. Brown, 
olive or' almost black, with three stripes, the dorsal usually golden 
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or oraugc, and the laterals on tlic third and fourth row, paler yel- 
low; the spots arc distinct except when the body color is so dark 
as to obscure them; belly green to slaty black, with a dark spot at 
the base of each ventral near the end; parietal spot usually present; 
labials yellowish or green, heavily margined with dusky. Total 
length TdO mm. (tail from .20-. 24). 

Although radix usually has 21 rows of scales, four out of five 
specimens which I have lately received from eastern Missouri have 
19. 

Ilab. — From the Rocky ^Mountains to Indiana, and the British 
possessions to Texas. The common species of the plains. 

Eutaenia megalops Kennicott. 

Tree. Acad. Pliila., 18G0, 330. 

Confusion has been introduced into this species by inaccurate 
description and identification. Typical nmjalops is from Arizona; 
its Mexican representative is macrostemma Kenn. Sundry speci- 
mens of the latter Prof. Cope described under the name insl<j- 
nlarum, attributing to it markings obscure or wanting, as com- 
pared with macrostemma ; five specimens in the Academy’s collection 
from the City of Mexico, referred by Cope himself io insir/niarum, 
do not, however, bear out this statement, and I can see no reason 
for regarding that form as distinct from macrostemma which 
probably does not enter the United States. 

Eutaenia megalops megalops Kennicott. 

L c.,330 ; E. mcgalops and E. macrostemma insigniarnm (part) Cope, 

1. c., 650, 651; 1\ ordiaatus var. macrostemma (part) Eoul., 1. c., I, 
212 ; E, megalops aud E. macrostenuna Cope, Rep. Nat. Miis., 1025, 
1029. 

Body moderately stout; tail from .19-. 2G of length; eye large; 
scales in 21 rows, the outer irregularly keeled; upper labials 8 (9), 
the last one small; temporals 1-2 (3). Brown or ashy with 
three narrow yellow stripes, the lateral on third ami fourth rows; 
spots present, but not very distinct; belly usually green, bases of 
ventrals dusky; no parietal nor nuchal spots; a small post-oral 
crescent sometimes present: labials slightly margined; ventrals 
158-1G4; subcaudals 52-G5. Total length of two specimens 
from Tucson: 740 mm. (tail 110), (190 mm. (tail 140). Three 
specimens of this snake were sent to the Zoological Society in 1891, 

his latest work Cope himself aljaiidons insiguiarum in favor of macro^ 
stemma. 
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from Tucson, Ariz. , by Mr. llerlicrt Brown, and were ascribed by 
Cope (/. c. , ]). (iol) to insir/nUn'um, They were at the time con- 
sidered by me to be meg a lops. They are now in the Academy’s 

collection, an<l reexamination shows that they do not correspond to 
Cope’s description of the first sjieeies, n )r to five examples of that 
sup])osed form from Mexico, but they do agree in all respects with 
Keimicott’s description of niegalops^ except that the spots are 
sliglitly more distinct and the upper labials arc variable; one has 
them 8-8, another 8-9, and the third 9-9. In the five macrostemma 
Kenn. (= hmigmanun Cope) from Mexico, the largest of which 
measures 990 miu., I find the tail to be about one-fourth of the 
length, or longer than in most adult mrgalops, which reverses the 
proportions given by Co])e; a smaller mega lops ixom Duck creek. 
New Mexico, in the Cope collection, 01 0 mm. long, has the tail 
about .20, and more ventrals and subcaudals, but is otherwise 
exactly like my Tucson specimens. 

Ilab. — New jMexico, Arizona and northern Mexico. 

Eutaenia elegans B aud G. 

1. c., 34. 

As a rule elegans has 21 rows of scales aud 8 labials, but varia- 
tions to 19 rows and 7 labials are not uncommon, and in one form 
23 rows sometimes api)ear; oculars 1 (2j-3 (4); temjmrals 1-2 
(sometimes 1-1 or 1-3) ; i)osterior chin shields about equal in 
length to the anterior; head rather small; eye small or moderate; 
.size rather smaller than E, suialls ; tail .19-. 25 of length; ven- 
trals 144-180; subcaudals 53-90. The lateral stripe is on the 
second and third rows; the diversity of color is considerable, and 
is best stated under subs])ccific heads. E. elegans is a western * 
form, ranging from the central plains to the Pacific coast. 

Key to the Subspecies. 

a, — Post-oral crescent absent: 

Color dark ; spots and lat. stripe often indistinct, 

1. E. e, elegans. 

Color lighter; spots encroaching on stripes, 

2. E. e. vagrans. 

Often 2 prcoculars and 23 rows; otherwise like vagranSy 

3. E. e. biseutata. 

b. — Post-oral crescent present: 

Spots and strijies distinct, . . . . 4. E. e. marciana. 

Sj)ots and stripes indistinct or al)sciit, . 5. E. c. eoiichi. 
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Eutaenia elegans elegans and G. 

E. elcfjans K. and G., 1. c., ; E. c. chgans, E. c. plutonia and E. i. 

brunnca Cope, 1. r., G53, G5I, and Kep. Nat. Miis., 1035, 1037 ; 1\ 
Vagrans (part) and 2\ onlinatus var, infirniflis ([)art) Boul., 1. c,, 
I, 202, 207 ; Thamn aphis tlegans (part) Van Den., Occ. Papers Cal. 
xVc. of Sc., No. 5, 207 (LS97); Thamicophis elegans Step, No. Am. 
Fauna, No. 7, 211. 

Color usually dark brown, olive or Idack, obscuring the spots; 
dorsal stripe moderately wide and distinct, whitish, yellow or red; 
laterals usually, but not always, distinct; there are no nuchal spots 
aud^the labials are without dark margins; belly generally light, with 
a distinct yellowish tinge on the throat; eye moderate; ])osterior 
chin shields about equal the anterior; ventrals 1^5-172; sub- 
caudals 57-80. 

E, pluionia Yarrow w'as based upon two melanistic individuals, 
one from Arizona and the other from Washington. 

I can see no valid reason for retaining E. hriuinea Cope, 

Ilab. — California to Oregon. 

Eutaenia elegans vagrans B. and (J. 

E. vagrans B. and G., 1. c., 35 ; E. c, lineolata and E. c. vagrans Cope, 
1. r., 655, 656, aud Bep. Nat. Mus., 1038, 1039 ; T. vagrans (part) 
Boul., 1. c.j I, 202 ; Thamnophis vagrans Stej., L c., 213 ; 2\ vagrans 
(part) Van Ben., L c., 210. 

E. vagrans has almost always 21 row^s and 8 upper labials; ven- 
trals 153-172; subcaudals 53-91; the eye is smaller than in 
elegans and the posterior chin shields either equal the anterior in 
length or are rather less. Color, greenish yellow" or ashy to 
brown ; the spots are rather small and numerous, they are usuall}" 
distinct and often tend to join together, forming zigzag cross- 
bands; they usually encroach upon the stripes, wdnch are whitish 
or yellow"; the belly is frequently marbled with slate color, espe- 
cially in the centre; head browm or blackish w-ith parietal spot 
and nuchal blotches generally present; labials rarely dark bordered 
and then but narrowly, 

Hab. — The region of the plains and the Pacific coast from 
southern California to Oregon, 

Eutaenia elegans biscutata Cope. 

E. biscutata Cope, Proc. Acad. Phi la., 1^33, 21 ; L c., 651, and Rep. 
Nat. Mus., 1032; T. vagrans (part) Boul., 202; Tliamno- 

phis vagrans biscutata Van Deo., 1. c., 212. 

This form w’as established by Prof. Cope ii])on a melanistic speci- 
men of small size, with tw’o preoculars and 21-22 rows of scales. 
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]Mr. Van Denbiirgh lias exaraincil a number wliich have 2, 3, 
and occasionally 1 preociilar; sometimes 7 labials and 21-23 rows; 
all these being from Washington and Oregon. ^Vllowing for 
doubt as to the significance of these variations, the form may be 
provisionally retained as a subspecies of E. elegans, 

Eutsenia elegans marciana B. and G. 

E. Marciana B. and G. , I, c., r>G ; E. e, marciana Cope, 1. r., 65G, and 
Kep. Nat. Mus., 1045 ; E. nvjrolatcris A. Brown, Proc. Acad. Pliila., 
1889, 421 ; T. ordinatus var. mar c ianus Bou\.^ I, c., I, 211. 

Largest of the subspecies; 21 rows of scales; upper labials 8; 
temporals 1-2 (3); posterior chin shields rather longest; ventrals 
149-1G3; subcaudals 53-85. Light brown or ashy; dorsal stripe 
narrow and not always distinct ; laterals of the same shade, but 
frequently merged into the belly color; spots distinct and conspicu- 
ous, sometimes encroaching a little upon the stripes; belly light 
with a dark spot at the base of each ventral near the end; nuchal 
and parietal spots present; labials heavily bordered, and a con- 
spicuous pale ])ost-oral crescent. 

E, nicjrokderis A. Brown was based upon an individual from 
Tucson, the most striking character of which, apart from obvious 
abnormalties, Avas the extension of the preocular upward to meet the 
frontal. Since then I haA^e examined several marciana Avhich 
exhibit a tendency in this direction. 

Ilab. — Central Texas to Avestern Arizona. 



Eutaenia elegans couchi Kennicott. 

E. couchii Kenn., Pac. R. R. Rep., 10 (1857), and E, hammondii 
Kenn., Proc. Acad. Pliila., 18G0, B32 ; E. e. couchii Cope, 1. c., G5G, 
and Rep. Nat. 3Iiis., 1042 ; T. ordinatus vars. couchii and ham- 
mondii Boul., 1. c., I, 210 ; Thamuoiihis hammondii Van Den., I, c., 
212 . 

^Moderately stout; 21 roAA^s of scales (occ. 19); upper labials 8 
(rarely 7); posterior chin shields longest; A^entrals 159-173; 
subcaudals G8-85. Grayish broAvn, dark broAvn or oHa'c; dorsal 
stripe narroAV, indistinct or absent; lateral stripe not A'cry distinct; 
spots almost ahvays absent, although a fcAV black dots arc some- 
times visible on the scales; bcdly yelloAvish to black; labials dark 
bordered; nuchal blotches present; post-oral crescent less distinct 
than in marciana. 

Ilab. — California and Arizona. 
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Eutaenia eques Rou«s. 

Coluber eques Iveuss., Mns. Senck., I, 15:? E. ri/rtopsis, E. r. ocdlnta 
and E. auratu Cope, 1. c., (joH. 659 ; T. ordiuatus var. eques (part) 
Eonl., I, c,, I, 209 ; E. eques Cope, Kep. Nat. 31ns., 1019. 

Body moderately stout; head broad behind; eye large; scales 
in 19 rows, the outer smooth or faintly keeled; upper labials 8; 
oculars 1-3; temporals 1-3; posterior chin shields mucli the 
longest. Brownish olive ; dorsal stripe narrow, said lo be red in 
life; laterals paler, on the second and third rows; two series of 
large black spots between the dorsal and lateral stripes; anteriorly 
and on the middle of the body the spots often fuse transversely, 
forming zigzag bauds; the spots encroach considerably upon the 
stripes, sometimes breaking through the lateral one, especially 
anteriorly; a third row of spots on the outer row of scales and the 
ends of the ventrals; belly whitish, each scutum black at the base 
on the ends; top of head olive; large and conspicuous nuchal 
blotches; labials yellowish white bordci’ed with black; chin yellow- 
ish ; ventrals 151-169; subcaudals 64-74; tail about .23 of 
length. 

According to Dr. Cones, this species grows to rpiite the size of 
E, sirialis around Fort Whipple, Ariz. 

E. cyrtopsls ocellata Cope ^Yas founded upon specimens collected 
by G. W. Marnock at Helotes, Tex., in which the lateral stripe 
is cut completely through in places by the lower row of dorsal 
spots. There are two specimens in the Cope collection from the 
same locality and collector; one in every wmy corresponds with 
Kennicott’s description of cyrtopsls, the other is ocellata for about 
four inches behind the head, and cqnes on the rest of the body. 

It is not easy to reconcile the original description of E, aurata 
Cope wuth the type and only specimen, which is simj^ly a w’ell- 
fattened and stout eques, with the spots obscure, though indicated. 
The specimen is mutilated and the brown color has disappeared in 
the preservative fluid, but in every character not dependent upon 
prominence of the spots, it belongs to the present species. 

Hab. — Western Texas to Arizona; northern Mexico. 

Eutaenia sirtalis L. 

Coluber sir tails L., Syst. Nat., E4. X, 222 (175S). 

This is rather a stout species; head distinct and moderately 
large; tail from .20 to ,25 of the length; oculars 1 (2’)-3 (4): 

I have been unable to veiify this refeieuce, and it is adopted here on the 
authority of Boulenger and Cope. 
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temporals 1 anterior, witli 1, 2 or J in tlie second row; upjier 
labials almost always 7, Ijiit in one subspeeies b or 8; posterior cliin 
shields longest; scales in 19 rows (occ. 17 or 21), the outer row 
smooth or faintly keeled; ventrals 1. ‘^8-1 Go; sub-caudals 5o-8o. 
The color range is very great : bluish, green, olive, lirown and 
almost black, usually with a dorsal stripe and a lateral ou the 
second and third rows, and three rows of spots ou tlie back and 
side; any or all of these may be absent; belly yellow, green or 
black, generally with a roiiu<lish spot near the end of each ventral; 
the head is dark above, nsiially with a ])arietal sj^ot ; labials mar- 
gined with dusky. ]Maximuin length about 900 mm. 

Ilab. — The whole of North America, wherever snakes are 
found, and extending: into Mexico. 



Key to the Snbsjwcics. 

Green, with spots, usually no stripes, . . . 1, E. e, ordioatus. 

Stripes and spots present; no red on sides, . . 2, E, s, slrtalis. 

Stripes and spots often obscure; generally red on sides, 

3. E. s. par (eta Ik. 

Color very dark ; 3 stripes; belly bliie*black, 4. E. s, inckerincji. 
Color dark, 3 stripes; head small; often 17 rows, 

b. E, s. Icptoecphala. 

Eutaenia sirtalis ordinata L. 

Coluber ordiiiatus L., Svst. Nat., Ed. XII, 379 (17GG): E. s. ordinata 
and E. (iraminea (part) Cope, 1. c., GG*2, and Kep. Nat. Mus., lOGG, 
lOGT; T. ordih((tus forma iyj)lca Bout., 1. c., I, 20G. 

Green above; usually without stripes; spots generally distinct, 
but in some cases obscure; belly greenish white; 19 rows of seales; 
7 labials. 

Hab. — United Stab^s east of ^Mississippi river. 

Eutaenia sirtalis sirtalis L. 

Coluber sirtalis L., Syst. Nat., Ed. X, 222 (175'^); E. s. sirtalis, E. s. 
fjraniiuca (part), E. s, semifasciata, E. s. obscura and E, buthri 
Cope, 1. c., GG2, GG3, 651, and itep, Nat. ]Mns., lOGG, 10G7-74, 1031 ; 
T. ordinatus var. sirtalis (part) and var. butln'i Bonl., L c., I, 206, 
212; TlKUnnophis butler i me]., Eroe. C. S. Nat. ]Mns., 1891, 593; 
E. brachystoma Cope, Am. Nat., 1892, 9()4, and Bep. Nat. Miis., 
105G. 

This subspeeies has almost always 19 rows of scales and 7 upper 
labials; oculars 1-3; temporals usually 1-2 (3), occasionally 1-1; 
the color is varial>le, but is usually brown, l)lui.sh or green, with 
the tliree light strii)cs well defined ; s])Ots rather large and usually 
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distinct; top of head dark ; parietal spot present; labials yellowisli 
or greenish, with dark borders; ventrals loS-lOo; snbeaudals 
61~80. Length, 7“>0 to 9o0 min., of which the tail is from .20 
to .25. 

Some of the specimens referred by Ib'of. Cope to E. -9. rframinea 
have the stripes more or less distinetly marked ; these 1 assign to 
the present form. 

E. s. semifasciata Cope is based upon a few individuals in 
M'hich the spots are somewhat eonfiuent anteriorly — a disposition 
by no means uncommon in many of the speeies of this genus. 

Specimens in the Academy^s collection labeled ob-'^ciira b}^ Cope 
plainly show the dorsal spots, although not prominently; similar 
individuals may be found in almost any lot of E, s, col- 

lected in one locality; western examples of obscura are probably 
referable to E. s. jxtriefalis. The only thing which a])pears to me 
out of the ordinary about the form, is that any one should have 
thought of giving it a name. 

The basis of E, butleri Cope was a specimen from Richmond, 
Indiana, the special characters of vhich were: the great width of 
the lateral stripe, covering three rows of scales ; the black borders 
of the stripes; the absence of defined spots and of markings on the 
head and labials, and the presence of but one temporal in the 
second row. To these distinctions INIr. Stejneger has added, from 
a second specimen in the 2sational Museum, that the eye is 
strikingly small, I have not seen the type specimen, from Rich- 
mond, but two others (No. 6523, Ac. coll.) from southeastern 
Indiana, labeled by Cope E, butleri^ present intermediate charac- 
ters. In these examples, the lateral stripe nowhere ‘‘ covers the 
second, third and fourth rows, being everywhere restricted to the 
lower half of the fourth, and anteriorly, where it most extends on 
the fourth, it barely covers the upper margin of the second, while 
on the hinder half of the body it is almost wholly on the second 
and third. The 5i)Ots are not entirely absent, though obscure 
against the dark body color, and in one of the specimens they 
form narrow broken borders to the stripes, as in many of Cope’s 
obscura; the posterior labials have narrow dark borders, and there 
is an indistinct parietal spot. Both have two temporals in the 
second row; in one the lower is narrow and in contact Avith the 
anterior one only by its point; in the other, the lower is much the 
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largest; in any event E. s, sirtaUs not infrequently lias but one 
second temporal. 

Examination of the type of E, hrachydoma Cope leaves little 
ground for regarding it as anything more than a dwarfed and 
shortened E, s. iilrtalis. The colors appear to have faded; on 
stretching the skin, indications of che dorsal spots appear, and the 
ventral spots of sirtalis arc not absent, as stated in the description, 
but arc plainly present, though small. The body is dispropor- 
tionately short, as is the month, which, instead of reaching back 
as far as the hinder end of the parietals, ends (juite in advance of 
that point; with which shortening the reduced number of labials is 
doubtless correlated. 

Ilab.'— slrtah\i is found over the United States and southern 
Canada, east of the great plains, but is chiefly from east of the 
Mississippi river. 

Eutaenia sirtalis parietalis Say. 

Coluber parietalis Say, Long’s Exp., I, ISO (18:23); E. s. parietalis^ 
E. s. concinna, E. s. tetratoitiia^ E. s. dorsalis, E. s. obscura (}>art), 
E. elegans ordinoidcs and E. infcrnalis iafcrnalis (part) Cope, L c., 
G51-GG1, and Kep. Nat. Mns., 1074-1081 ; T. ordinatus var. sirtalis 
(part) and T. o. var. infernalis (part) Bonl., 1. r., I, 20G, 2U7 ; 
Thamnophis pariet<(Us Stej., Xo. Am. Fauna, No. 7, 214 ; Van Den., 
I c., 201. 

This subspecies has usually 19 rows and 7 labials; occasional 
examples have 21 rows and the labials are sometimes 8; the color 
is dark brown, bluish, black or even green; dorsal stripe distinct 
and variable in color, white, blue, yellow or red; the laterals are 
distinct owing to the presence of more or less of the dark body 
color on the outer rows and ends of the veutrals; the upper row of 
spots commonly fuses into a longitudinal black stripe, with which 
the lower row sometimes connects above; the skin on the sides is 
bright red, sometimes extending on to the scales so that the sides 
appear to have a denticulated pattern of black and red. This is 
often seen in living snakes only when the scales are stretched aj)art, 
l)ut in alcoholic s])ecimens the spaces between the lower row of spots 
seem to fade rapidly to white, and the denticulated pattern is then 
very distinct. The belly is yellow, green or bluish slate, and the 
spots near the ends, tliough small, arc plainly to be seen at tlie 
base of each ventral; top of liead olive or reddish yellow; an 
occasional labial with a narrow dark margin. 
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E, tetraUmia Cope was founded upon o} eciinens wliieli bad 
l)een many years in alcoliol. One in the Aeadeniv’s colleclion 
(Xo. ()085) from Ibi^et Sound, formerly known as E, coDeinnn, 
seems to liave had the red lateral si)aees formed intr> a longitudinal 
stripe, extinguishing the upper portion of the lower row of spots. 
A small snake in the same jar, of the same date and locality, is an 
ord inary parldaHs, 

Considering the amount of variability in the joining of the spots 
in jnu'idaUs, and also the uncertain way in which the red pigment 
dissolves in alcohol, 1 am not disposed to attach mueh importance 
to slight differences in these very old specimens. 

E. dorsalis B. and G. has the upper black dorsal stripe some- 
what narrower than is usual in those examples of 2 yindalis in 
which the spots fuse into a stripe. 

E. ordinoides B. and G. is said to have the sides chestnut in 
life, instead of bright red, Imt this difference is trivial and old 
alcoholic specimens are distinguishable only when they have 21 
rows of scales and 8 labials; but as ordinoides and ixirieiahs vary 
into each other in scutellation, I see no good reason for separating 
them, or for assigning the former to E. elegans, as is done by Cope. 

Whatever may or may not have been injernalis Blainville, I 
have never seen a living specimen which could be referred with 
certainty to infernalis B. and G. or Cope, and I am persuaded 
that those so called belong in part to the present form and in part 
to E. elegans. 

The dimensions of parieialis are about as in E. s. sirtalis, 

Hab. — From central California north to Washington and 
Oregon, and through the plains from 31outaua to Texas. 



Eutaenia sirtalis pickeringi B. and G. 

E. Pickeringii'^. and G., 1. c., 27 ; K. s. pidccrijir/ii and E, s. trilineata 
Cope, 1. r., ()65, and Rep Nat. jMus., lOS'i, 1033 ; T. o. var. infernalis 
(part) Bonk, k c., I, 207; Thanimphis parktalis x>i<^l'erin(ji \an 
Den., 1. c., 204. 

Color very dark, blackish brown or black, with three narrow 
light stripes ; belly dark greenish or slate color; throat lighter. 
E. s, trilineata Cope is sim])ly this form with the strii)es inconsid- 
erably wider. 

Hab. — AVashingtou, Oregon and western Montana. 
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Eutaenia sirtalis leptocephala B. and G. 

E. leptociphala B. and G., ?. c., 29 ; E. atrata and E. cooper i Kenn., 
Pa". R. R. Survey, 296 (I860); E. leptocephala and E. infernalis 
vidaa Cope, 1. c., 65S, 660, and Rep. Nat. ^Ins., 1058, 1055 ; T. Up- 
tocephalus (part) and T. o. var. infernalis (part) Boul., 1. c., 1,201, 
208; Thamnophis leptocephalus Stej., 1. c., 214; Van Den., Z. c., 
205, 

Size smaller and tail relatively a little longer than in E. s, 
sirtalis; body moderately stout; head small and narrow; scales in 
17-19 rows; preoculars 1 or 2 (3); postoculars 3 or 4: temporals 
1-1 or 1-2; upper labials usually 7, but sometimes G or 8; olive, 
greenish or blackish brovn, generally with three light stripes; 
these are variable and sometimes absent ; the three rows of spots 
are hardly to be seen in dark specimens; belly yellowish, greenish 
or dark slate; head dark, with a parietal spot; labials yellow or 
olive, sometimes narrowly bordered; ventrals 139-152; siib- 
caudals 52-77. Total length of one specimen 724 mm. (tail 
1G4); of another 723 mm. (tail 138). Nine specimens from 
Washington and British Columbia, collected by Samuel X. 
Rhoads, have 17 rows of scales; nearly all have 7 labials; one 
has them 7-8, and one has 8; the preocnlars are 1, 2 or 3, with 2, 
3 or 4 postoculars. In all the color is dark brown or black, with 
the spots barely visible and the lateral stripe indistinct. Indi- 
viduals with 19 rows and 7 labials so closely resemble some forms 
of parietalis, and in fact some Eastern E, s. sirtalis, that I cannot 
regard it as more than a subspecies. 

In E. infernalis vidua Cope has merely redescribed two of 
Kennicott’s original specimens of E, atrata, although he does not 
mention the fact, while referring to the resemblance. One of 
Kennicott’s specimens (No. G359 Ac. coll. ; original number 970), 
marked vidua by Cope, better accords with the first description 
than with the later one. It has 19 rows at a point about three 
inches behind the head, where the number rarely reaches a maxi- 
mum, but on the rest of the body it has 17 as stated l)v Kenni- 
cott;^^ upper labials 8; oculars 1-3; temporals 1-2; ventrals 155; 
subcaudals G5; length 622 mm. (tail 138), or .22 of the length, 
being considerably shorter than the proportion given by Cope. A 
second specimen (No. G584 Ac. coll.), also from Ban Francisco, 
has the dorsal stripe somewhat narrower ; spots obscure, but visible 

Curiously enough, Cope in his last paper, p. 1059, refers to this irregu- 
larity in the number of rows as being sometimes found in leptocephala. 
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against the dark body color, and has the belly rather lighter, with 
clear indications of a lateral stripe on the second and third rows; 
ventrals 143 ; siibcaudals 03; length 440 mm. (tail 108, or .245 
of the length). In one the labials are dark lead color, in the 
other yellowish green, both with traces of narrow dark borders; 
the chin shields are not subecpial in these specimens, but the hinder 
are noticeably the longest, as in most lepiocephahiy and the eye is 
small, as in that form. Mr. Van Denbiirgh refers vldaa to elcfjam^ 
but the totality of characters in the two which I have examined 
comples me to regard them as leptocephala, to which, in fact, Cope 
himself lias already referred atrakiy of which vidua in no event 
could be more than a synonym. 

Hab. — British Columbia, Oregon, Washington and California 
north of San Francisco. 

Eutaenia multimaculata Cope. 

Atomrnxhus mnltimaculatns Cope, Am. Nat., 1883, 1300; E. mnl~ 
timaculata Cope, 1. c., 065, aud Rep. Nat. Mus., 1087 ; 2\ multlmac- 
nlatus Boul., 1. c., I, 21R 

Posterior maxillary teeth shorter than in the preceding species; 
occasionally an azygous plate between the internasals; scales in 21 
rows; upper labials 8, the fourth only touching the eye; oculars 
2-3 ; temporals 1 -3. 

Grayish or brown above, with about 7 longitudinal series of 
brown or reddish spots with lighter centres, some of which often 
unite transversely; ventrals yellowish with dark edges. Length 
about 708 mm. 

Hab. — Southern New Mexico; northern Mexico. 

Eutaenia rufopunctata Cope. 

Cldlopoma rufopunctata Cope, Wheeler Survey, 544 (1875); E. 
rufopunctata Cope, 1. c., 660; 2\ rufopunctata Boul., 1. c., I, 214. 

Teeth as in multimaculata ; head narrow; rostral large and pro- 
jecting; 21 rows of scales; upper labials 8, fourth and fifth touch- 
ing the eye; oculars 2 (l)-3; temporals 1-3; chin shields about 
equal. 

Light brown, anteriorly with six rows of small reddish or orange 
spots; belly brownish gray, base of ventrals dark; no markings 
on head; labials light; ventrals 177, subcaudals 87. Only one 
specimen know’u, from southern Arizona. Length 257 mm. 
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TROPIDONOTUS Kuhl. 

Isis YOU Oken, 1820, 20.") ; IjOuI. fpart), 1. c., I, 192 ; X/ftrix Cope, 1. c., 
007, and liep. Nat. Mus., 957 ; Xerodla and Retina I>. and G., 1. c., 
38-15. 

]\[axi]larv teeth smooth, ^n*aduaHy iucreasing po.?teriorly, the 
last tliree or four rather abruptly enlarged ; head scales normal ; 1 
loieal; 2 [nasals; 2 internasals; body rather stout; head distinct; 
scales keeled with double pits in 17-od rows; anal divided. 

Hal). — Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia, xVmerica. 

This genus much resembles Eukeakiy but has a divided anal and 
scale pits. Being viviparous, like Eukenia, these snakes breed 
freely in captivity, and the insignificance of slight differences in 
color and pattern may be instructively observed in almost any 
single brood of young. 

Key to the Xorth Amcriran Species. 

a. — Body with stripes; scales in 19-21 rows: 

(d. — Preoculars 2: 

Brown; 3 black stripes on l)ack; 4 on belly, 

1. T, Icbcris. 

Olive l)rown, with 4 narrow stripes on back, 

2. E gmhami. 

Brown, with 2 narrow stripes on back, 3. T. rigida. 
b\ — Preocular 1 : 

Yellowish brown; 4 dark brown stripes on back, 

4. T, clarki. 

h . — Body with spots or cross l)ands: 

a\ — Scales in 19-21 rows ; brown, with indistinct spots or 

cross-bands, 5, 2\ compressicauda. 

6k- Scales in 23-25 rows; brown with alternating spots or 

cross-bands, 6. T, sipedonX 

c\ — Scales in 27-29 rows: 

27 rows; large alternating spots, . 7. T. rhombljer. 

29 rows; narrow cross-bands; eye with circle of scales, 

8. T. cyclopeum. 

— Scales in 29-33’ rows; size large; alternating spots; 
parietals broken up, T. taxispilotus . 

Tropidonotus leberis L. 

Coluber Icheris L., Syst. Nat., Ed. X, 216 (1753); Regina leberis B. 
and G., /. c., 45; Xatrix leberis Cope, /. c., 668, and Eep. Nat. Mus., 
993 ; 7\ scptemmttatus Boul., 1. c., I, 239. 

Size moderate; oculars 2-2; temporals 1-2; upper labials 7; 

I'ropidonotiis bisectus {Proc. if, S. Xai. Mas., 1837, p. 116) B 
obviously aljnormal in some, at least, of its elriractcrs. Its locality is uncer- 
tain and is probably referable to some form of T. sipedon. 
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scales ill 10 rcAvs; vcntrals 14G-151; sulxjaudals 04-80. Dark 
brown aliove Avitli tliroe narrow loni^itudinal lilack stripes on the 
back; a yellow stripe on the two outer rows of scales; belly yellow- 
ish with four l)lack stripes. Length 580 iniu, (tail 151). 

Ilab. — United States east of the iMississipja ; not cominou in 
Florida. 



Tropidoiiotus grahaiui B. audo. 

Jlefjina Graharnii B. and (P, h r., 47; IS’atrix fjralunaii Cope, Z. c., 
(J(JS, and Pep. Nat. IMus., 9U1 ; T. gra/unui Boul., I, i\, I, 240. 

Size moderate; oculars 2-2 (3); temporals 1-2; upper labials 7; 
scales in 19 rows (occ. 21 ) ; ventrals 150-173; subeaudals 45-05. 
A light brown or clay-colored dorsal stripe, one and a halt scales 
wide, bordered by a narrow black line; below this, an olive-brown 
stripe three scales wide, bordered belo^v by another black line on the 
fourth row; belly and three outer rows straw yellow. There is a 
narrow black line along the juncture between the ventrals and the 
outer scale row, and fre([ueutly another along the middle of the 
ventrals. In old individuals the colors darken and the appear- 
ance is sometimes presented of a brown snake with three narrow 
black stripes on each side. Length 880 mm. (tail 130). 

Ilab. — The ^Mississippi valley, from ^lichigau to Texas. 



Tropidonotus rigidus Say. 

Colnhi v rigidus Jour. Acad. Phila., IV, 182o, 239 ; Uegiiia rigida 
B. aud G., Z. c'., 49; Natrix rigida Cope, Z. c., G(38, and Itep. Nat. 
Mus., 989; 2\ rigidus Boul., Z. r,, I, 240. 

Size rather small ; oculars 2-2 ; temporals 1-2 ; upper labials 7 ; 
19 rows of scales; ventrals 132-142; subeaudals 51-71. 

Greenish brown, with two narrow black stripes an the back; 
labials and belly yellow, with two series of black spots on the ven- 
trals, which sometimes merge into a clouded stripe in front and 
behind. Length 536 mm. (tail 102). 

Hab. — Pennsylvania, south and southwest to the Gulf; rare in 
Florida. 



Tropidonotus clarkii B. and (f. 

ricgina Clarkii B. and G., Z. c., 4" ; Xatrix cZ^^rAvV Cope, Z. c., 6G9, aud 
Pep. Nat. Mus,, 987 ; 'J\ clarkii Boul., Z. t\, I, 238. 

Size moderate; oculars 1-3 (2); tem])orals 1-3 (2); upper 
labials 8 (occ. 7); scales in 19 or 21 rows; ventrals 130-135; 
subeaudals 57-68. 
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Dark olive brown above, with three light olive stripes, the dorsal 
one three scales wide, and the lateral on the third, fourth and part 
of the fifth rows; belly yellow in the middle and light olive on the 
sides and outer row of scales; an irregular clouded stripe of red- 
dish brown on each side of the median yellow tract. Length 800 
mm. (tail 108). 

I lab. — Western Louisiana and Texas. 

Tropidonotus compressicaudus Kcnnioott. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1S()0, 3!>o. 

Size moderate; tail somewhat compressed; scales in 10 or 21 
rows, very occasionally 23; oculars 1-3 (2); temporals 1-3 (2); 
upper labials 8. The pattern in this species is not distinct, and is 
best seen in the young. The body color is greenish olive, with a 
dorsal row of black spots and a smaller series on each side. The 
spots are confused and irregular, the laterals being sometimes oppo- 
site the dorsals and sometimes alternating with them; they tend to 
fuse together, forming cross-bands, which when they alternate, are 
zigzag. The anterior spots in many specimens merge lengthwise 
into more or less distinct stripes on the neck, which at times extend 
some distance on the body. The belly is yellowish or ashy, com- 
monly blotched with black, more heavily posteriorly; anteriorly 
each ventral is margined with black, leaving a transverse elliptical 
yellow mark in the centre, with sometimes a row of similarly 
colored small spots on each end. Top of the head greenish olive, 
often with an elongated black blotch on the frontal and parietals ; 
labials yellow, more or less margined with black. 

Two color forms may be disting\iished : 

Three rows of spots; traces of stripes on neck, 

1. T. c comprcssicaudw^. 
Cross-bands on body; black stripes on neck, . . 2. 2\ c. udus. 

Tropidonotus compressicaudus compressicaudus Kenn. 

Nerodiit eompref^sicuudn Kenn., Proc. Acad, Phila., 18G0, 3.>5; Xatri^ 
compressicauda Cope, L c., (>09, and Uep. Xat, Miis., 979; T. com- 
prcssicaudiis (j)artj Boul., 1. r., I, *238. 

Grayish oliv^e or ashy, with about forty dark spots on the back, 
distinct but irregular; the dorsal and lateral series mostly alter- 
nating, sometimes forming cross-bands in front. Indications of 
short stripes on the neck. 

A small specimen collected by ^Ir. C. B. Moore, on Pine 
Island, Charlotte Harbor, has 133 ventrals; 74 subcaudals; length 
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255 mm. (tail G8). 
600 mm. 

Hal).— Florida. 



The s[)eeie.s reaches a length of about 



Tropidonotus compressicaudus ustus Copo. 

T. ustu^ Cope, Proc. Ac*ad, IMiila. , 1<S60, 340 ; Xatvix nstd, X. coni- 
pres.'iicauda X. r. vddJa rii, X. c. compfiohDud Cope, 1. c., 

()68, GG9, 070, and Uep. Nat. Miis., 981-9^3 ; ^Y. r. ta>ni(Ud Cope, Am. 
Nat., lS9o, 670; T. coidprcs^slcaudus (part) Boul., 1 . f., I, ‘238. 

In this form the spots join to form more or less distinct cross- 
hands, some thirty-five to forty on the body ; these arc frecpiently 
obscure, especially in adults; the neck stripes occasionally extend 
some ‘distance toward the tail. Tiie body color is frequently pale 
yellow, more or less suffused with the reddish tinge common in 
many species of this genus. The whole pattern is indefinite and 
hardly any two specimens are alike ; upon these trivial dilferences 
the forms given in the synonymy have been based. 

Hab. — Florida. 



Tropidonotus sipedon L. 

Coluber sipedon L., Sy.st. Nat., Ed. X, 219 (175S). 

Size moderate, to large and stout; scales in 23 or 25 rows; upper 
labials 8 (oce. 9); oculars 1-3 (2); temporals 1-3 ; veutrals 125- 
155; subcaudals 59-82. 

In this species the color is brown, yellowish or red above, with 
darker transverse bands or spots on the baek> or both in combina- 
tion; the belly is yellowish, either spotted or unmarked. The 
pattern is distinct in the young, but the body color becomes dark 
in old specimens, until the markings are often wholly obliterated. 
Three well-marked color forms may be distinguished, of which 
1. s. sipedon is the common “water snake” of the Eastern 
Middle States; T. s. fasciatus of the Southern and Gulf State.'^^, 
and 2. s. tnuisversus seems to be restricted to the western part of 
the lower Mississippi valley. 

a. — Veutrals spotted: 

Cross-bands on whole of back, . . . T, s, fasciatus. 

Cross-bands in front; spots posteriorly, . 2. T. s. sipedon. 

b. — Veutrals not spotted; whole body with alternating spots, 

3. T. s. transversus. 
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Tropidonotus sipedou fasciatus 1- 

Colfiher fa.'<riatns L., Syst. Nat., Ed, XII, 378 (nOG); Xeyodiif 
ifta and X cruthrognstcr l\. and G., 1. c., o‘J, dO ; Xutrix fascinta 
fasrl/fta, X. f. and X. f. n‘i/th7^of/f(st(‘r Co\u}, 1. c., G7‘>, an<l 

Jiep. Nat. Mn.s., UG7, 973, 973; X. f. pirtiei'e/itris Cupe, Am. Nat., 
1895, 077, and liep. Nat. Mns., 909; 7\ foRciotfis (part^ B)id., 1. c., 
I, 242. 

Size large; body fcftoiit; .s(‘ales iu 23 rows (raj'cly 25); upper 
labials 8; oculars 1-3 (2); temporals 1-3; veutrals 125-155; 
subcauclals bO-82. 

Yellowish, yellowish red, or brown above, with from twenty to 
thirty darker transverse bauds on the back, narrowing on the sides, 
and sometimes red spots on the sides; sometimes the bands aro more 
or less broken po.stcriorly ; belly whitish yellow or salmon color, 
blotched with yellow, red or black; very often each ventral is mar- 
gined all around with the darker shade; toj) of the head uniforinl}^ 
dark, generally olive; an obli(|ue dark streak behind the orbit; 
lal)ials margined with dark brown. Old s])ecimens become very 
dark. A large one from Georgia, now living in the Zoological 
Gardens, is soot}" black with traces of red markings on the flanks; 
in this specimen the posterior third of the belly is almost wholly 
black. Another from Florida has the body color brick red on 
the back, becoming almost vermilion on the sides, the cross-bands 
being reddish with a mixture of olive; the vcntrals are yellow or 
orange, mostly bordered all around with darker orange. This 
merely fortuitous phase is Cope.^^ 

A young specimen, now in the Academy’s collection, bred in 
the Zoological Gardens from a typical fasciatus^ shows at the age 
of one day, transverse bands, posteriorly much broken up into 
spots. With the darkening and consequent obscurity of color, 
especially along the dorsal area, which results from age, this speci- 
men would develop the pattern attributed to Cope. 

[ have no knowledge of small individuals of crythroijader Shaw, 
and there is not the least “doubt in my mind that this form is again 
the result of darkening with age of the red specimens of fa^clatiis 
described above; although it may be that some northern examples 
should be referred to T. s. sipcdon. 

The largest of this subspecies which I have seen, measured 1270 
mm. (tail 3o0). 

I lab. — Virginia to Florida and west to Texas. 

^^Tliis ideutifieiuion is given on the iinthority of Prof. Coi^e, who declared 
that this si)ecinien belonged to his new subspecies. 
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Tropidonotus sipedon sipedon L- 

Coluber sipedon L., Syst. Xat.. Ed. X, 219 (17.’)'^); Xerodia sipedon 
B. aud G., /. f*., IN; Xatrie fnseiatn sipedon Cope, I, e., 971, aud 
Kep. Xat. Mas., 9(19 ; T. fttscuUus (part) Boul., 1. e., I, 212. 

Size moderate; almost invariably 23 rows and 8 upper labials; 
old specimens sometimes much resemble some phases of T. s. fascl- 
afus, but as a rule the body is less stout. When clear enough to 
be distinguished, the pattern consists of a series of large brown 
dorsal spots, separated by very narrow light interspaces; the dorsal 
alternates with a series of lateral spots separated by light intervals 
as long as or longer than themselves. Anteriorly, the lateral 
spots are often obscure or wanting. In old dark individuals, the 
general aspect is that of a dark -brown snake crossed on the middle 
of the back by narrow light lines, about half a scale wide, mar- 
gined with black. The ventrals are spotted, but less heavily 
than in faselatus. Top of the head brown; there is usually no 
post-ocular stripe, but when the general color is light, it is some- 
times indicated. Ventrals 130-150; subcau(.lals 59-80. Length 
890 ram. Onil 205). 

Hab. — New England to the Caroliuas; west to Wisconsin and 
Kansas. 

Tropidonotus sipedon transversiis Hallowcll. 

T. tjvinsversus Hallow., Proc. Arad. Phila., 1852, 177 ; Xerodia TFeed- 
honsii and X. transvers(( B. and G., 1. e., 42, 1 18 ; A. /. transvers<v 
Cope, L r., 072, and Kep. Xat. Mas , 973 ; T, pfseiatas (part) Bonl., 
I, r., I, 242. 

Size rather less than T. s. sipedon ; scales in 23-25 rows; upper 
labials 8 or 9; temporals 1-3 ; ventrals 140-150; subcaudals G4— 
80. Body color olive or brown; a dorsal series of 30-35 dark brown 
spots about four scales long and seven or eight wide, black bor- 
dered in front aud behind; the interspaces aoout one scale wide; 
an alternating series of upright rectangular dark brown blotche.s 
on the side^, the intervals being wider than the Idotches; 
the dorsal aud lateral series are not in contact; belly yellow, with 
the base of each ventral diuky. Top of head dark olive, with 
sometimes a yellowi.di elongated spot on the eommi.<sure of the 
parietaL and two small yellow dots on the anterior border of the 
frontal. Length about 860 ram. ( tail 186). 

Hab. - -Western Louisiana, Texas and Arkan.^as. 
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Tropidonotus rhombifer Ilallowcll. 

Pioc. Aoad. Phila., 177 ; IS'd'odta llolhrooldi and X. rliomhifer 

B. and ( 7 ., 1 . c., i:>and 117 ; XatrLv rhomhifi rn Co})C, h c., G73, and 
Pep. Xafc. !Mns., ‘JG3 ; T. fa>u'iai>i8 (part), Poul. l.c., 1, :31:^. 

Size large; scales in 25 or 27 rows (Cope states that in thirteen 
individuals he found only one with 25 rows; vdiereas, in eight, I 
find five with 25, one with 20 and two with 27); oculars 1-2 
(occasionally 3 or 1 post-oculars) ; temporals 1-2 (3); upper 
labials 8; ventrals 141-150 ; subcaiidals 57-78. 

Reddish brown, occasionally pale yellowish brown, darker on 
the back; a dorsal scries of 35-40 black blotches, six or seven 
scales \vide and two or three long, separated by rather longer inter- 
sj)accs; on each side an alternating series of vertical rectangular 
blotches, each of wliich is connected by a black oblique bar from 
its upper (‘orners to the contiguous lower corners of the dorsal sjmts. 
Irregular cross-bands on the tail. Belly yellow or gray, with an 
orange tinge i)osteriorly ; a roundish black spot at the end of each 
ventral. Top of head olive brown; ui)per labials lighter olive; 
lower labials and throat yellow; all the labials narrowly margined 
with brown. This snake resembles T. taxiqnlotus, but has fewer 
scales and the spots are connected at the angles. Length 1,115 
mm. (tail 220); j)robably reaches the size of T. s. fasekitus. 

Tlab. — Southern Illinois and Indiana to Texas; extends south to 
Vera Cruz. 

Tropidonotus cyclopium Dnm. and Bib. 

Erp. Gen., YII, 57G Cope, 1. c., G73, and Pep. Xat. ]\Ius., 9G1 ; 

Boui., 1. c.j I, 244. 

Size large; scales in 29 rows (oco. 31); oculars 1-2 (3); tem- 
porals 1-2 (3); up])cr labials 8 (7); almost always 2, 3 or 4 sub- 
oculars, forming with the jirc- and post-oculars a ring around the 
eye; ventrals 135-150 ; subcaudals 64-81. 

Creenish or dark olive; irregular, broken darker bands, about 
the width of one scale, across the hack to about the seventh row, at 
intervals of about two scales; ojiposite the interspaces, on each 
side, a vertically elongated lilack blotch extonding from the third 
to the sixtli row; helly yellowish or greenish white, the exterior 
base of each ventral clouded with dusky, which increases posteri- 
orly; top of head dark i)rowu; lower half of upper labials lighter; 
all labials witli dark margins. The whole jiattern is obscure, and 
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in"'old examples is uot easy to make out. Length 1,200 mm. (tail 
260). 

Ilab. — Florida to New Orleans, and sparingly up the Missis- 
sippi to southern Illinois. 

Tropidonotus taxispilotus Holbrook. 

No. Am. Ilerp., IV, 3“), PI. ft (1813); Ncrodia tnuapiloiitfi B. and G., 
1. c., 43 ; Xntrix. taxis^pllota Co])C, 1. r., 074, and Hep. Nat. Mus., 95'J; 
T, taxispilotus Boiil., h r., I, 

Largest of the American water snakes; body very stout ; scales 
in 29-00 rows, strongly keeled ; oculars 1-2 (o); temporals 2-4 
(5); tlie parietal shields are small, their hinder portion being 
usually broken up into small plates; upper labials 8, usually only 
the fourth entering the e}"e ; ventrals 180-148; subcaudals 70-90. 

Leddish brown, with a dorsal and lateral series of rectangular 
blackish brown blotches, which alternate but do not touch; belly 
yellowish white with irregular blotches of dark brown. This 
species resembles both T, s, trunsversns and T. rhomhifet\ l)ut imiy 
always be known from the former hy the increased number of scale 
rows, and from the latter by the absence of the oblique bars con- 
necting the dorsal and lateral spots. An occasional specimen 
shows the orbital ring of scales found in T, cpclopiiun. Length 
1,800 mm, (tail 290). 

Hab. — From the Potomac river to Florida and New Orleans. 



SEMINATRIX Cope. 

Am. Nat., 1895, G78, and Kep. Nat. Mn.s., 998; Gontia (part) Cope, 
1. c., 599; Tropidonotus (part) Boul., 1. c., I, 192. 

^las illary teeth smooth, slightly increasing posteriorly, the last 
two abruptly enlarged ; body rather stout; head small and slightly 
di.stinct; head scales normal; one loreal; nasal half divided; no 
scale pits; scales smooth on body, sometimes faiutly keeled on the 
tail. 

Hab. — Florida. 

Seminatrix pygsea Cope. 

Gontia pypeea Cope, Proc. Aead. Piiila., 1871, 222, and 1. c., GOO; S, 

■ pyff(f^’f^ Cope, Am. Nat., 1*^95, G7s, au I Rep. Nat. Mas., 99S ; Tropi- 
donotas pygeeus Boul., L c., I, 22 S. 

Size small, tail short; 20-24 inaxillaryTeeth, smooth and slightly 
increasing posteriorly, the la.st two abruptly enlarged; mandibular 
teeth about 20, subecjuu!; head scales normal; internasals small; 
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oculars 1-2; temporals 1-2, the anterior elongated; upper labials 
variable (in six vdiieh I have examined three have 7, one has 
7-8, one has 8 and one has D); 17 rows of scales, smooth on the 
body, often faintly keeled on the tail; ventrals 11 8-1 GO; sul)caa- 
dals 32-54. Lustrous brownish black above, with a faint pale 
longitudinal line on each scale, most strongly marked on the sides; 
belly yellow or salmon color, each ventral with a small black bar 
on the exterior and outer margin. Length 484 min. (tail 109); 
of another specimen 330 mm. (tail 50). 

Hab. — Florida. 

This species was included by ^Ir. Boulenger in his comprehensive 
genus Tropklonotu^, but the smooth body scales and absence of 
scale pits, together with the wide difference in form and color pat- 
tern, appear to me to warrant generic separation. I have observed 
that in captivity these little snakes are fond of hiding under stones 
or bark in moist soil, and this habit is confirmed by ]Mr. Lceunberg.'^ 
On the whole, T suspect that pygeea is a degenerating Tropidonoius 
in process of aerpiiring subterranean habits. It is possible that the 
light line on the dorsal scales may indicate the former presence of 
keels, but lately lost. 

HELIUOPS Wagler. 

Syst. Aiupli., 170 (1830); Liodytes Cope, /. c., GOG; Ilelicops Bouh, 

I, c., I, 27-2. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, posterior slightly longest, no interspace ; 
one lorcal ; one internasal; two nasals; body rather stout; scales 
more or less keeled, usually without pits; anal divided. 

Hab. — Florida, tropical America and Africa, southern Asia. 

Helicops alien! Oarman. 

Proc. Boston Soc. Xat. Hist., 1<‘^74, 9*2; Liodytes alUnii Cope, 1. c. , 
G67, and Kep. Nat. Mns., 1013 ; Ilelicops alleni Bonl., 1. c., I, 275. 

Maxillary teeth 16-18, syncranterian; mandibular teeth 18-20, 
subeipial; body short and stout; head slightly distinct; tail short; 
head scales normal, except that the interuasal is single; oculars 
1-3, the anterior occasionally extending upward to meet the fron- 
tal; tcm])orals 1-2. In one specimen in iny own collection the 
parietals extend to the labials, behind the post-oeulars ; upper 
labials 7 or 8; scales in 19 rows, smooth excepting on the tail, 
where a few rows arc more or less distimdly keeled; as a rule scale 

Proc. V. S. Xxf. lS9 t, p. 3*23. 
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pits are absent, but in one specimen wliich I liave examined they 
are irregularly present; veiUrals 121-129; subcaudals bS-G:]. 

A dark brown dorsal area six to eight scales wide, on eaeli side 
of tliis a lighter olive stri])e two rows wide, then a dark lateral 
stripe from the third lo the tilth row ; belly and labials yellow. 
Length 484 mm. (tail 110). 

Ilab. — Florida. 



STORERIA B. and G. 

Cat. Xo. Am, Serp., 135 (1853); Cope, 1. 074, and Rep. Nat. Mus., 

1000 ; Tschiio(jHi(thuii^^ (part) Boul., 1. c., I, 285. 

iMaxillary teeth smooth, ecpial; no loreal ; two nasals; two inter- 
nasals; scales keeled without pits, in 15-17 rows; anal divided; 
size small; head distinet. 

Hab. — North and Central Ameriea. 

17 rows; 1 preoeular; ventrals whitish, . . . . 1, S. dekayi 

15 rows; 2 preoculars; ventrals reddish, . 2. S. occlpitomacuhda, 

Storeria dekayi Holbrook. 

Tropidonotus dehtyi Holb., No. Am. Herp., Ill, 53, PI. XIV (1842) ; 
S. dekayi B. and G., 1. r., 135 ; Cope, 1. c., GT5, and Rep. Nat. 

1000 ; hchnoyaaikm dekayi Bonl., I, r., 286. 

Head scales normal ; no loreal ; two nasals, nostril generally 
between them; oculars 1-2; temporals 1-1 (2); upper labials 7; 
scales in 17 rows, notched at the tip; ventrals 120-140; subcaudals 
40-68. Length 850 mm. ( tail 70). 

Grayish to reddish brown or olive above, with a lighter dorsal 
stripe about three scales wide, bordered by a row of black dots or 
a black line, sometimes traces of a second and third alternating 
series on the sides; belly whitish, with black dots on the ends of 
the ventrals. 

Hab. — Nortli America and ^Mexico, east of the Rocky ^foun- 
tains. 



There is possil>ly a question as to actual piiority of publication between 
Storeria B. and G. and Jschnoyhatkus Diim. and Bib., both beaiiiifr the 
date 1853 ; the paper of Dumenl and Bibron having been re:nl before the 
Academic des Sciences, November 2, 1852, and the Cat. of Xo. Ain. Ser~ 
penis being accepted for publication in the same month. Both genera were 
established \\\)on S. dekayi, l)ut as the definition given by Baird and Giraid 
is much more complete, iisa<re warrants the retention of their name. Boul- 
enger has much extended Isehnoynathns and includes in it both Clonophis 
kirtlandi TropidocloniHni lineatam. 
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Storeria occipitomaculata Storer. 

I'ropidonotns ocripitom ioihitns Storer, liep. licpt. Mas?., 230 (IS39); 
S', oct'i pit (j nine Hiatus B. aiul <i., 1. c., 137 ; Cope, 1. c., <i7o, and Kep, 
Nat. ^lus., 1003 ; 7. occipifoniaculatus Boul., 1. c., I, 267. 

Head scutellation like S. dckaxji^ Init tliere are two preoculars 
and live or six upper labials; the nostril is usually in the pre-nasal; 
15 rows of scales. The size and proportions are similar. Color 
of the l)ack mucli the same, but the vertebral stripe is less distinct 
and occasionally the outer row is lighter; belly salmon color in life 
with the ends of the ventrals clouded with darker; a light blotch 
on the vertex with a smaller one on each side of it, and a light 
&])ot ou the posterior labials. 

Hab. — North America, east of the Itocky IMouiitaius. 

CLONOPHIS Cope. 

Proc. V. S. Nut. IMn?., 391 ; 1. (>71 ; Tropidonotus tpurt) Cope, 

Pep. Nat. .Mus., 995; Ischnofj uathus (p.irt) Boul., 1. r., I, 2S5. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, equal; one loreal ; one nasal; two 
internasals; size small, head not distinct; scales keeled; anal 
divided; head not distinct. 

Ilab. — North America. 

Clouophis kirtlandi Keim. 

lleijina Icirttnndii Keiin., Proc. Acad. Pliila., 1S56, 95 ; Clonopiiia I'irt- 
hindii Cope., 1. c., G74 ; Tropidonotns kirthnidii Cope, Kep. Nat. 
51iis., 995 ; Ischnopnathus kirtlandi Boul,, 1. c., I, 286. 

Head plates normal; 1 nasal, usually half divided; oculars 1-2; 
temporals 1-1 (2); up[)er labials 0; scales in 19 rows, all keeled; 
ventrals 12J-loo; siibcaudals 50-59. Length 496 mm. (tail 115). 

Lrown above with a dorsal seric;s of large dark spots and a small 
alternating series on the sides ; belly yellowish or reddish, with a 
black spot at the end of each ventral ; labials yellowish. 

Hab. — Ohio to ^Michigan. 

TROPIDOCLONIUM Copu. 

I*roc. Acad. IMiila., 1860, 76; k c., 666, and Pep. Nat. Mus., 1011; 
Is('hn(njnai]i.us (part) 1. c., I, 2'^5. 

iMaxillary teeth smooth, equal; one loreal; one nasal; two 
internasals; size rather small ; head not distinct; scales keeled ; anal 
entire. Kesembles Clonophis, but has the anal single. 

llab.— N orth America. 
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Tropidoclonium lineatum Uallowell. 

MkropslincaiuH Hall., Proc. Acad. Pliila., 1-^50,211 ; T. lincnium Cope, 
1. c., 6GG, aud Kep. Nat. Mus., 1011; hchuognathus lineatus Boiil., 
/. f., I, 289. 

Head plates normal; oculars 1-2; temporals 1-2 (1); uppcu’ 
labials 5 or 0; scales in 19 rows, the two outer only faintly keeled; 
ventrals 138-148 ; subeaudals 34-37. Length 350 min. (tail 48). 

Grayish brown with a light vertebral stripe, bordered by a row 
of black dots; a light lateral stripe on the second aud third rows; 
belly light with two longitudinal series of black spots, more distinct 
posteriorly. 

Ilab. — Ohio to northern Texas. 



AMPHIARDIS Cope. 

Pfoc. U. S. Nat. Mils., 1SS3, 391 ; ?. r., GTo, aud Pep. Nat. Mus., 1008 ; 
Boul., L c., I, 290. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, equal; one loreal; two nasals; two 
internasals; no preoeular, the loreal extending to the eye; scales 
keeled; anal divided ; size small; body rather stout ; head not 
distinct; tail short. 

Hab. — Texas. 

Amphiardis inornatus Garman. 

yivfjinia inornata Ganii., No. Am. Kept., 97 (1833); A. inornatus Qo\}^^ 
I, c.j G75, aud Pep. Nat. IMus., 1009 ; Boul., 1. c., I, 290. 

Head scales normal; two iuternasals; two nasals; no preoeular; 
loreal long, and with the prefrontals, entering the orbit; one post- 
ocular; upper labials 5; temporals 1-1; scales in 17 roAVs, lus- 
trous, the outer only faintly keeled; ventrals 125-129; subeaudals 
36. Length 260 mm. (tail 45). 

Brownish olive aboA^e; belly AAdiite, base of ventrals dusky. 

Hab. — Tavo specimens kuoAvn, only trom central Texas 

HALDEA B. and G. 

1. r., 122 ; Cope, 1. c., G75, aud Pep, Nat. Mus., 1009 ; Boul., 1. c., I, 
290. 

Maxillary teeth .miooth, subequal; one loreal; two nasals; one 
iuternasal; no preoeular; scales keeled without jiits; anal divided; 
size small, body slender, head distinct, tail short. 

Hab. — North America. 
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Haldea striatula C. 

Cohibir stria fu.lus L., Syst. Xat., Ed. XU, 37.j (ITOd); llaldea stri- 
atnla E. and (C, /. c., ; Cope, I, c.. (>7(>, and Kep. Xat. Mus., 1009 ; 

Bonl., L r., I, !291, 

Only one interna:=a]; head phites otherwise normal; loreal long 
and reacliing the eye; no prcoeular; 1 post-ocular; temporals 1-1; 
upper labial.s 5; scales in 17 rows; veiitrals 120-135; subcaudals 
36-50. Jjcngth 250 mm, (tail 45). 

Uniform reddish or grayish brown above; salmon color under- 
neath; sometimes an indi.stinct light band across the parietals. 

I lab. — Virginia to ^linnesota and south to Texas. 

SPILOTES Wagler, 

Syst. Anipli.. 170 (1S30); Georrjia P>. and O., X. c., 92; Spllolcs Cope, 
1. (i3() ; Spilotes and Coluber (pari) Coul., 1. c.. II, 28,24 ; Comp- 

soso/na Cope, Kep. X"at. 31 ns., 857. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, nearly equal; head scales normal; 
loreal sometimes absent; one preocular; scales smooth or keeled with 
two pit.s, sometimes in an even number of rows;’"^ anal entire; size 
large ; head moderately distinct; body sometimes com])ressed on 
the back. 

Hah. — Xorth and South America. 

Spilotes corais Boie. 

Coluber corals Eoie, Isis, 1827, 537. 

This large species ranges from the southern United States to 
Brazil ; typical corals is South American, but there are several 
subspecies, one of which only, enters the United States. 

Spilotes corais couperi Holbrook. 

toluher couperii Holb., Xo. Am. Ilerp., Ill, 75, PI. 10 (1842); Georgia 
Couperii and G. obsoleta H. and G., 1. r., 92, 158; X. e, couperii 
Cope, 1. c., 037 ; Coluber corals (part) Honl, i. c., II, 31 ; Comp- 
sosoma corais couperii Cope, Kep. Xat. Mus., S5S. 

^Faxillary teeth 17-18, slightly enlarged })osteriorly; mandibu- 
lar teeth about 16, a little longer in front; internasals small; tvo 
nasals; loreal (piadrangular ; oculars 1-2; temporals 2-2 ; upper 
labials 8 (7), either the fifth or sixth small and triangular; scales 
smooth in 17 rows; ventrals 184-198; subcaudals 60-73. 

Lustrous black above; belly ?^hity black; on the anterior ven- 

The restriction of this genus to .snakes having tlie dorsal rows in even 
number does not ai^pcar to me jn'^tiliiible. The type of Spilotes Wagler is 
X. puUatus, which species alone, Boulemrer admits in ihe genus. It, how- 
ever, has the scales frerjuently in an odd number ; two specimens from 
Trinidad, formerly in the Zoiilogical Garden, had 15 and 17 rows respectively 
(Proc. Actnl. Phlla., 1893, ‘182). 
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trals (lark red often appears, which nsiially sliows plainly on the 
chin; upper labials light, with red or blackish margins. This 
species is one of the largest of Xorth American snakes; in Florida 
it reaches about 1900 mm, (tail 050), and along the lower Rio 
Grande, in Texas, it execds those dimensions. 

Hab. — Georgia and Florida to eastern Texa-^; northern ^Mexico. 

COLUBER L. 

Syst. Nat., Ed. X, 21G (HAS); Scotophis B and G., J. c., 7:> ; ElapUis 
(parF D. ainl B., L c., VII, 211 ; Coluber Cope. /. r., (>:!(), and Kep. 
Nat. Mils., 825 ; Coluber (part) Boal., 1 . e., II, 24. 

^laxillary teeth smooth, equal ; one loreal ; two nasals; two inter- 
nasals; one preocidar; two prefroutals ; scales in 10-35 rows; 
generally more or less keeled, with two pits; anal divided; size 
moderately large; head distinct. 

Hal). — Northern hemisphere. 

Reliable specific characters, drawn from the scutellation, are want- 
ing in the American species of Coluber. The proportions of the 
frontal and parietal plates, upon which some stress has been laid, 
are so variable with age and in individuals, that little importance 
can be attached to them singly; except that in vulphuis, and still 
more in Ilndheimeri, the anterior border of the frontal is wide and 
the lateral angles are obtuse, so that the plate is often subtrian- 
gular. Cope divides the species into sections, according to the 
number of anterior temporals, but I find them by no means con- 
stant enough to serve that purpose. The number of veutrals and 
subcaudals is not diagnostic, the limits of variability overlapping 
in most species; although quadriviii</iw^y a long-tailed species, has 
the largest number of subcaudals, and vul 2 )inuSy which is short 
and thick, has the least. There are fairly constant diflferences in 
pattern and color, and upon these, with a totality of other charac- 
ters, they may be divided with some certainty. 

Key io the Ainerlceui Species. 

a. — Seales smooth, or 5 to 13 rows weakly keeled: 

Light gray with brown spots, 1. C. emortfi. 

Red with brick-red spots, 2. C. (juUatus. 

A^ellow with four brown stripes, . . 3. C quadriviiiatas. 

b. — Scales with 9 to 21 rows more strongly keeled: 

9-11 rows keeled; yellow with distinct spots, 

4. C. vuljnnus. 

9-21 rows keeled; black above, or yellow with spots; lateral 
spots elougated, 5. C. obsoletus. 



40 



PltCH'EEDIXGS OF THE ACADEMY OF 



[Jan., 



Coluber guttatus L. 

Syst. Nat., Ed. XII, oSC (17G0); ^cotophu fjuttatus B. and G., 1. c,, 
7S ; C. fjuttatus and C. (j. sellatus Cope, 1. c., G33, and Rep. Nat. 
Mus., Sdd, 83(3 ; C, guttatus (part) Boiil., 1. c., II, 39. 

Frontal a trifle longer than l)road, rather broad behind, usually 
a little shorter than the snout; oculars 1-2; temporals 2-3 (4); 
Tipper labials 8, fourth and fifth entering the orbit; 11 or 12 lower 
laliials, five touching anterior chin shields; scales usually in 
27 rows (rarely 29), very slightly keeled on about five rows; 
ventrals 215-240; subcaudals Gl-79. Length 1200 mm. (tail 
190). 

Liglit red, paler on the sides: dorsal blotches darker red with 
lilack borders and a narrow margin of dark red outside of the 
black ; the dorsal spots reach to about the seventh row of scales ; 
below these there is a second alternating series of smaller spots, 
which sometimes have a tendency to run together longitudinally, 
and a third series on the ends of the ventrals and the two outer 
rows. lu some specimens the dorsal spots are wider, and the 
laterals are mostly absent or form an indistinct longitudinal 
stripe; this is C, g. sellatus Cope, the type specimens of which had 
29 rows of scales, but a very similar specimen in my own collec- 
tion from Lake Kerr, Florida, has but 27. The color beneath is 
yellowish white, with quadrangular blotches of black on the outer 
ends of the ventrals. The head is usually, but not always, banded 
above. 

Ilab. — Virginia to Florida and west to the Mississippi river. 
Coluber quadrivittatus Holbrook. 

Xo. Ain. Herp., Ill, 80, Plate XX (1842); Scotophis quadrivittatus B. 
and G,, 1. c., 80 ; C. quadrivittatus and G. rosaceus Cope, I, r., G33, 
and Rep. Nat. Mus., 838, 837; G, obsoletus (pirt) Boul., I, c., II, 51. 

Frontal narrow behind, a little longer than broad in front; tem- 
porals 2-2 (3); upper labials 8, occasionally 9, and in one example 
7 on one side, the fourth and fifth entering the eye; lower labials 
11 to 13, four or five touching the anterior chin shields; 27 rows 
of scales, of which from five to thirteen are weakly keeled; veu- 
trals 232-250; subcaudals 86-105 (one examined by me has the 
abnormally small number of 66). 

Body color yellow or bufi, sometimes faintly greenish, with four 
longitudinal stripes of dark brown ; the laterals on the fourth and 
part of the third and fifth, and the upper ones on the eleventh and 
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part of the tenth and twcdftli rows. In some 'peeiinens the body 
color is dark chestnut. Underneath and on top of liea«l yellow, 
unmarked. The young in this species are spotted, the spots at 
subsequent stages fusing into stripes. One specimen 1720 mm. long, 
from Florida, now living in the Zocilogical (hardens, shows these 
spots quite plainly outlined on the back, forty-one in number from 
head to vent, with the stripes running across them. There arc also 
faint remains of lateral spots. This mixture of immature and adult 
characters probably accounts for U. rosaceus Cope. Reaches a 
length of 1800 mrn. (tail dOO). 

Hab. — North Carolina to Florida. 



Coluber obsoletus Say. 

Long’s Exp. to Rocky Mts., I, 1 10 (18:23). 

Frontal about equals the length of snont, rather broad in front; 
anteiior temporals usually 2, but occasionally 1 or 3; posterior 
temporals 3 (4); usually 8 upper labials, fourth and fifth in eye; 
11 to 13 lower labials; scales in from 25 to 29 rows, from 9 to 21 
of which are keeled; veutrals 224-258; subcaudals 75-86. 

The color ranges from black above to gray or yellowish with dark 
spots; the lateral spots are more or less elongated ; head not dis- 
tinctly banded in adults, ^^ize medium to large and stout. 

Hab. — New England to the Gulf and west to the central plains. 
Three good color forms may be distinguished: 

Black above, sometimes with indistinct spots, . 1. C. o. oh-<oIetu.^, 

Yellowish with lead-colored spots; red on sides, 

2. C. 0 , Umlheimcri, 

Gray or pale brown with brown spots, ... 3. 0. o, conjinis. 

Coluber obsoletus obsoletus Say. 

1. r., 140 ; Seotophis allcgheniensis B. and G., 1. r., 73 ; C. ohftoJftiis 
obsoletus (part) Cope, 1. r., 0;>.k and Rep. Nat. Mus., 844; O. obso- 
letus (part) Bonl., L c., II, 50. 

Frontal about equals or slightly exceeds the length of snout, 
rather broad behind; temporals 2-3; 8 upper labials, fourth and 
fifth in eye (one large specimen in the Academy’s collection has 
7, the third and fourth in eye; in this snake the prefrontals are 
only partially divided) ; lower labials 11, four or five touching the 
anterior chin shields; 27 or 25 rows of scales, nine to seventeen 
keeled (in adults usually fifteen or seventeen); veutrals 224-246; 
subcaudals 75-90. 
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Color ])lack nbovo, brownish in the young; tlie dorsal spots are 
indistinetly outlined, but not enough, as a rule, to make them out 
except in young or newly-shed individuals. In some specimens 
the skin on the sides is more or less red. The belly is usually 
slaty black behind, yellow anteriorly, more or less maculated with 
black blotches; throat and chin white; labials yellow, margined 
with black. A living specimen from Pennsylvania, 1U<S0 mm. 
long, shows thirty indistinct dorsal s])ots, and has considerable red 
skin on the flanks, whicl] shows between but does not invade the 
scales. Reaches a length of about 1850 mm. (tail 820). 

Ilab. — Massachusetts to Illinois and southwest to Texas; rare 
in Florida. 

Coluber obsoletus lindheimeri B. and (;. 

Sco^opliis Lihdheimcrii B. and G., 1. r., 71 ; C. o. obsoletus (part) 
Cope, 1. c., 035, and Bep. Xut. ISIus., Sli ; C. obsoletus (part) Boul., 
1. r., II, 50. 

Frontal about equal, or a trifle shorter than the snout; the an- 
terior border about equals its length and the lateral angles are 
obtuse, so that the shape is subtriangular; temporals 2( 8)-3 (4); 
8 upper labials (in one case 0), fourth and fifth in eye; 12 to 14 
lower labials, from four to six toucliing the anterior chin shields; 
scales in 27 or 29 rows (five have 27, three have 29, one has 31), 
from 11 to 21 keeled, never very strongly; ventrals 227-231; 
subcaudals 70-81. 

Yellowish above with a dorsal series of dark lead-colored spots, 
five or six scales long and tliirteen to fifteen wide, the interspaces 
of the body color are about two scales long and many of the scales 
have lead -colored centres; another series of elongated blotches on 
the tliird to the seventh row; ventrals with dark spots on the 
ends and outer scale rows, at intervals of several scales, otherwise 
yellowish white, often clouded posteriorly. The bases and margins 
of many scales in the light interspaces are rusty red in every living 
s})ecimen that I have seen; this fades rapidly in alcohol. Top of 
head is uniform lead color without bands. The eye is rather 
la^’ge. Length 1525 mm. (tail 230). 

I lab. — Texas. 

The distinctness of the color pattern at all ages, the red on the 
scales of the flanks, the slight l)Ut, as it appears to me, very gen- 
eral diflerence in the shape of the froiUal, with an ap))arently 
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circumscribed geograpliical range, are quite enough, in myoi)inion, 
to compel recognition of this subspecies. 



Coluber obsoletus confinis n. and G. 

Scotophis confinis nnd .S. hctns 11. and O., 1. r., 70, 77 ; ElnpJiis spil- 
oidcs Duin. and Bib., I. c., VII, 2(>9 ; Coluber confinis^ C. spiloides 
and C. 0 , lemniscntns Cnpe, L 0:r2, 634, 63.7, and Uep. Nat. Alns., 
829, 841, 849 ; G. Uetns (part) B.>iil., L c., II, 49 ; C. hetus Cope, Rep. 
Nat. AIus., 850. 

Frontal rather longer than wide, a little longer than the snout; 
temporals 2 upper labials 8, fourth and fifth in eye; five 

lower labials touching the anterior chin shields; scales in 27-25 
rows, eleven or thirteen slightly keeled; ventrals 221-258; sub- 
caudals 75-96. 

Ashy or yellowish gray above, with dark brown dorsal spots 
narrowly margined with black, five or six scales long aud thirteen 
to fifteen wide, longitudinally quadrate in shape ; interspaces about 
two scales long; on the second to fifth rows the lateral spots are 
elongated, and exhibit sometimes a disposition to form an indistinct 
stripe; belly yellow, clouded posteriorly and with dark spots on 
the ends of the ventrals aud the outer scale rows ; a dark post- 
ocular stripe, some indistinct mottling on borders of the labials, but 
no distinct head bands in adults. 

TIab. — From Virginia to Florida, west to ^Missouri and Texas. 

I am not able to satisfy myself that spllokles Dum. and Bib. and 
lida-s B. and G. are distinct from the present form ; Cope, indeed, 
places them in three different sections of Coluber^ assigning a 
different number of anterior temporals to each — one to confinis, two 
to splloldes and three to l(ctns. But the single specimen in his own 
collection, considered by him to be confini<, has two, which is the 
normal number; while the figures of hdus given by Baird in 
Marcy’s Report of the Red River Exp,, PI. VI, and Fac, R, R. 
Survey, PI. XXX, fig. 52, both represent that species as also 
having two. (The three temporals in Cope’s fig. 196 (p. 851) 
have every appearance of abnormality. ) The difierence in pattern 
stated in the description of hetus is probably accounted for by the 
youth of the type, which is but 460 mm. long, while the occur- 
rence of 25 rows, as in spiloide-'<, is quite nmTual, and 29, as in 
Icdus, would not be startling in C. o, confinis. 
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Coluber emoryi B. and G. 

ScoiopMs Kmorijl P>. and G., 1. c., 157 ; G. ernoryi Cope, 1. c., G3G, and 
Rep. Nat. Mus., 852 ; G. guUaVt.s (i)iut) Boul., 1. c., II, 39. 

Frontal rather long, but little shorter than the snout; temporals 
2 (3)-3 (4); upper labials 8, fourth and fifth iu eye; lower labials 
11, five touching ttie anterior chin shields; scales in 27 rows (occ. 
29), all smooth or sometimes a few faintly keeled: ventrals 210- 
235; subcaudals 72-78. 

‘ Ground color rather j:>ale gray, with a dorsal row of olivaceous 
brown blotches ^Yith black l)orders, three or four scales long and 
ten or twelve wide, separated by interspaces 14 to 2 scales long; a 
second series of smaller alternating s])ots from the third to the 
seventh rows, subcircular in shape; a third indistinct series on 
the second and third rows, and a fourth indicated on the outer 
row and the ends of the ventrals; belly yellowish or white with 
irregular ashy blotches posteriorly; top of head much banded, and 
a dark oblique post-ocular stripe. The number of dorsal spots 
varies greatly, those now living in the collection of the Zoological 
Society ranging from thirty -one to fifty in number on the body, 
and from seventeen to twenty-one on the tail. Length 1330 mm. 
(tail 190). 

Hal). — Kansas to Texas; south to Chihuahua. 

Coluber vulpinus B. and G. 

Scotophis tHlpiaus B. and G., 1. c., 75 ; G vulpinus Cope, L c., G32, 
and Kep. Nat. Mns., 831 ; Bonl., 1. c., II, 49. 

Frontal shorter than snout, with anterior border about equal to 
its length, and with obtuse lateral angles; temporals 2-3; upiler 
labials 8, fourth and fifth iu eye; lower labials 11, five touching 
anterior chin shields; 25-27 rows of scales, nine to eleven feebly 
keeled; ventrals 19G-208; subcaudals 51-G9; form stout. 

Ground color light brown ; dorsal spots dark brown and quadrate 
in shape, about four scales long and from eleven to thirteen wide; 
interspaces about two scales long. There arc from 29-42 dorsal 
spots on the body, and 8-14 on the tail; there is a subcircular 
alternating series on the third to the .seventh rows, and another of 
square blotches on the outer row and the ends of tne ventrals; rest 
of the belly yellow, with dark blotches in the middle, usually 
involving two ventrals; anteriorly the belly is unmarked; no head 
bands in the adult, except the oblique post-ocular stripe; edges of 
labials slightly margined; eye small. 
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Length about 1450 mni. (tail 230). C. mljjinus is r(4ativcly 
stouter, and has a shorter tail than the other American species of 
Coluber. 

ITab. — Illinois to Minnesota; south to Nebraska. 

A suake belou,^ing to this j^enus, collected at Fort Davis, Texas, 
having 9 upper labials; 27 rows of scales, of which six arc slightly 
keeled; warm grayish ash color, with a series of narrow l)rown 
dorsal spots, eighty in number, and the lateral series indistinct, Avas 
described by Dr. Yarrow under the name of Coluber bairdi in 
Cope, Ihdldm a S. Xaf. No, 17, p. 41 (1880). The speci- 
men remains unique and its relations are consequently doubtful. 

RHINECHIS :Uichahelles. 

’SVagl., Icon. Ampli., PI, 25 (1S33); Cope, 1. G37, and Pep. Xat. 

Mus., SG2 ; Coluber (])art) Boul., 1. c., II, 24. 

JMaxillary teeth smooth, equal; one loreal; one preocnlar; two 
iuternasals; two nasals; rostral entering between the internasals 
and projecting anteriorly; scales smooth, with two pits, in 27-31 
rows; anal entire; size moderate; head small and slightly distinct. 

Hab. — Southwestern United States and Mexico. 

Rhinechis elegans Kenn. 

Arizona elegans Kenn., U. S. and Mex. Bonnd. Snrv. Kept., 18, PI. 
XIII (1859); Van Den., 1. r., 193 ; Rhinechis elegans Cope, 1. c., G3s, 
and Kep. Xat. ]\Ins., 8G3 ; Coluber arizome Boul., 1. c., II, G(>. 

Body not very stout; head slightly distinct; snout projecting; 
rostral extending posteriorly between the internasals; two nasals; 
oculars 1 (2)-2; loreal Icng and narrow; temporals 2-3 (4); 
upper labials 8; scales in 27-31 rows; ventrals 207-227; sub- 
caudals 45-59. 

Brownish or reddish yellow above; a dorsal series of transverse 
brown spots, eight or nine scales wide, edged with darker brown, 
and two alternating series on each side, the upper one subcircular, 
the lower indistinct and on the three outer scale rows; belly white 
or yellowish without markings ; a dark oblique streak behind the 
eye and indistinct bauds or spots on the head; a few small spots 
on the anterior labials. The largest of two specimens from Pecos, 
Tex., now living in the Zoological Society’s collection, measures 
1100 mm. (tail 150). The dorsal interspaces are pink. 

Hab. — Texas to southern California and noithern Mexico. 
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PITYOPHIS Holbrook. 

Pitnoiihh Holb., No. Am. Herp., IV, 7 (1842); D. and G., 1. o., 64; 
Cope, 1. c., G3^, and Kep. Nat. Mus., S65 ; Coluber (part) Boul., L c., 
II, 24. 

^[axillary teeth smooth, equal; rostral extended behind; one 
loreal; one preoeular with sometimes a small one beneath; two 
nasals; two internasals; four to six prefrontals; scales keeled with 
pits in 29-35 rows; anal entire; size large; head moderately 
distinct. 

Ilab. — North America and ^Mexico. 

The species of Pliyophls within the United States may be deter- 
mined upon the following grounds: P. mekmohucus, from the 
eastern States, has a high rostral, in most cases reaching the pre- 
frontals, and has large dorsal spots, 20-35 in numl)er, on the body ; 
usually about the four outer rows of scales are smooth. 

P. sayi, from west of the ^Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains, 
has the rostral less high, usually reaching about two-thirds of the 
distance to the prefrontals, and has smaller spots, 40-60, on the 
body, and usually seven or eight smooth rows of scales. 

P. catenlfcr, from the Pacific coast, west of the Sierra Nevada, 
has a low rostral, usually not penetrating between the iuternasals, 
and agrees generally in pattern with sayi. 

These characters of the rostral and the dorsal spots are fairly 
constant, but examination of a considerable number of sjieeimens 
from the region of the Great Basin leaves no doubt in my mind 
that the form found there iutergrades with both eaten tfer and sayi, 
and reduces them to subspecies. The two species recognized here 
may in almost every case be distinguished by color characters 
alone: 

Rostral high; no head bands; spots large and few, 

1. P. mektnoleueus. 

Rostral lower; head bands distinct; spots small and many, 

2. P. catenifer. 

Pityophis catenifer niaiiivillc. 

Coluber catenifer Bl., Nouv. Ann. du Mus., IV, 290, PI. 24, fig. 2 
(183o). 

In this species tlic rostral varies from low and broad to high and 
narrow above, ])cnetratiug sometimes between the iuternasals but 
not reaching the prefrontals; ])refroutals usually four, but occa- 
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sioiially six ; preucular 1, with occasionally a small additional one 
below; three post-ocnlars; temporals 3-4 (5); upper labials 8 or 
9; scales in 27-35 rows, from three to twelve outer rows smooth; 
the dorsal spots are (piite small and range from 40-70 in number 
on the body ; three series of more or less <lefined spots on the sides ; 
the head is transversely banded between the orbits, from the orbit 
vertically downward on the labials, and obliquely from the post- 
oculars to the angle of the mouth; ventrals 205-243; subcaudals 
50-72. 

The three subspecies may usually be distinguished by the shape 
of the rostral : 



Rostral low and broad, 1. P. c. eaten ifer. 

Rostral higher, 2, F. c. hellona. 

Rostral highest, 3. P. c, sayl. 

Pityophis catenifer catenifer Blainville. 

Coluber catenifer Bl., 1. r., 290; Pltuophis catenifer^ P. Wilkesii and 
P annectens B. and G., 1. c., GO, 71, 72 ; P. catenifer Cope, L c., 641, 
ami Kep. Nat. ^Ins., S7(; 5 Coluber catenifer (part) Baul., 1. c., II, 
G7 ; P, catenifer Van Ben., I, r., 195. 

In this Pacific coast form the rostral is lowest of all and reaches, 
without penetrating, the internasals; upper labials 8 or 9; tem- 
porals 2 (3)-4; scales in 29-35 rows, none strongly keeled and 
from four to eleven smooth. Usually there are not more than 
fiv'e smooth rows, but a large specimen from Fort Tejon, Cal. 
(No. 3,800, Academy coll.), has eleven smooth on each side. 
Very little reliance can bo placed, however, on the number of 
smooth rows in any qf the species of PHyophk^ as they not infre- 
quently vary in different parts of the same individual. Ventrals 
205-230; subcaudals 50-70. 

Ground color yellowish or brownish; there are usually 50-70 
dorsal spots on the body, but sometimes these are as few as 3G, 
from 15-21 on the tail; anteriorly the spots are black, becoming 
brownish toward the tail; belly yellowish, with a series of dark 
spots on the ends of the ventrals and sometimes another ill-defined 
series on the middle; the head bands are distinct. Length 1,900 
mm. (tail 315). 

Ilab. — Pacific coast west of the ^^ierra Nevada. 
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Pityophis catenifer bellona D- and G. 

Churchlllia hdlona B. and (E, Stans. Exp. Salt Lake, 3r)0 (1852); P. 
hellona (part) B. and G., 1. /■ , GG, and Pac. 11. K. Surv. Pept., PL 
XXIX, fig. 4() ; P. Hdiji heUoito Cope, 1. e., 641, and Pep. Xat. Miis., 
872 ; Colnher cafenifi-r (pari) and ('. mehtnoUucus (part) BouL, 
1. c.y II, 67, G8 ; P. cattnifir deserticola Slej., Xo. Am. Fauna, Xo. 
7, Pt. II, 20G, 

Tills form ajipears to be found through the so-called Great 
Basin, from Arizona northward to Utah and Xevada. The rostral 
is almost always higher than in P. c. caienije)\ but less so than in 
P. e. ^<ayi ; it commonly penetrates between the internasals about 
one-third of their length. Xo. d,978 Academy collection, from 
Ogden, Utah, has the rostral barely touching the internasals, as in 
P. c. cateiiifer, and has a maximum of six rows of smooth scales. 
Xo. 8,782, from Owens’ Valley, Cal., has the rostral penetrating 
further, fully one-third, and has three rows of smooth scales. 
Xo. 10,378, from Salt Lake, has the rostral as in Xo. 3,782. 
This specimen, 1,040 mm. long, was taken in 1899, and has 
sixty-four spots on the body, with seventeen on the tail; 31 rows 
of scales, of which four are smooth; the colors are very distinct, 
and on the posterior two-thirds of the body the light interspaces 
are pink. ^Ir. Stejneger (/. c. ) has applied the uD.me desert ieol<i 
to this form, on the ground that bellona B. and G. is a synonym 
of sayL It is i>robably true that the type of hellona — now lost — 
belonged to the plains form, but, as Prof. Cope points out, Baird’s 
plate in the Pacific K. R. Survey represents the one now under 
consideration. In such a case, when there is a cpiestion as to abso- 
lute invalidity, I sec no good reason for supplanting an old and 
well-known name by a new one. The intensify of color, including 
the pink tinge on the hinder half of the body, is hardly sufficient 
for subspecific distinction, for even if it should be constant — and 
some examples which have been four years in alcohol do not show 
it — it is of no great importance, and Florida specimens of P. 
melanoleueas would be quite as well entitled to separation on 
account of tlicir rufous tints. The size of this form seems to be 
about as in P. c, entenifer. 

Hal). — Califuimia cast of the Sierra Xevada; Utah and Xevada 
south to Arizona and New ^lexico. 
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Pityophis catenifer sayi Schlcgc*!. 

Coluber sayi Sell., Ess. Uhys. Serp., IT, 157 (1837); Pituoplds bcllona 
(part), 2\ McCliUanii and 1\ sayi 1>. and G., 1. c., Gd, G8, 151 ; P. 
sayi sayi Cope, 1. r., (Jll, and Kep. Nat. ^lus., 870 ; Coluber melano- 
leucus (part) Boul., 1. c., II, GS. 

The rostral is narrow above and penetrates the interiiasals about 
two-thirds of their length ; an inferior preocular is frequently 
present; upper labials 8 or 9; scales in 27-3d rows, usually five 
to nine smooth; the dorsal spots are larger and usually fewer in 
number than in the other forms of catenifer, but an occasional 
specimen exhibits an equally large number. There are sometimes 
as few as forty, but two living specimens in my j^ossession show 
respective!}^ fifty-three and sixty-nine; ventrals 215-230; sub- 
can dais 50-62. 

The body color is yellowish or reddish brown ; the spots are 
black anteriorly and more or less blackish brown posteriorly; the 
belly is yellowish, with a small dark blotch on the end of each 
alternate ventral; labials margined with dark brown; the head 
bands are usually distinct, but in two large specimens from Pecos, 
Tex. , they are almost obsolete. The largest I have measured is 
1,990 mm. (tail 190); greatest circumference 210 ram. This 
species donl^tless reaches a length of over two metres. 

XIab. — The range is very extensive : from Canada to Mexico, 
between the Mississippi river and the Rocky Mountains. It has 
also been taken in Illinois. No. 4,689 Academy collection, from 
Vernon, British Columbia, is not distinguishable from it; in fact, 
in this specimen the posterior extension of the rostral approaches 
melanoleucus. 

Pityopliis melanoleucus DauUin. 

Coluber melnnolencas Daud., Hist., des Rept., A^I, 409 (1803); Pitu- 
oplds melarioleucas B. and G., 1. r., G5 ; Cope, c.,6l0. and Jtep. 
Nat. AIus., SG7 ; Coluber melanoleucus (part) Boiil., 1. c., II, G8. 

In the eastern form the rostral reaches the extreme of elevation, 
in many eases completely separating the internasals and being in 
contact with the pref rentals; usually four prefrontals; oculars 1-3, 
sometimes a small sub-preocular; temporals small, 4 (3)-5; upper 
labials 8; scales in from 27-33 rows, usually 27 or 29, of which 
in most cases four to seven are smooth (in a large specimen from 
New Jersey there are seven smooth rows auteriorlv and four on 
the hinder part of the body). 
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Body color wbitirili or l)uff, lighter on the sides. The dorsal 
spots are larger than in cainiifer, and range from 25-35 on the 
body and 5-8 on the tail; they are blackish l)rown, more or less 
marked with paler brown on their centres; two or three series of 
rather indistinct spots on the sides; belly ivory white, with brown 
spots on the ends of the ventrals at intervals of about four 
scales. There are no distinct head I^ands in adults, though they 
are shown by the young. The top of the head is yello\v, each 
])late more or less marked by pale brown; lal)ials margined with 
brown. Of nearly one hundred Florida s])ecimens which I have 
seen, all were iiuiforraly tinged with rusty brown over the whole 
upper surface. Ventrals 2 1 0-230 ; subcaudals 52-G5. The largest 
which I have measured was 1,837 mm. long (tail 185). 

Hab. — Xew" Jersey to Ohio, and south to the Gulf coast; most 
common along the seacoast. 

ZAMENIS Wagler. 

Syst. .Vmph., 18^ (1800); Bascanion and M(tsiicoj)hiH B. and G., 1. c., 
90, 98; Br/sca/Uir??i Cope, 1. c., 0:31 ; Zanunia (part) Boul., 1. c\, I, 
079, and Cope, Hep. Xat. 787. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, increasing gradually behind, with some- 
times a slight interspace; one loreal; tw’o prcoculars, the lower 
very small; two nasals; two internasals; scales smooth or faintly 
keeled, Avith pits; anal divided; body long and slender; head 
distinct. 

Hab. — Europe, Asia and Xorth America. 

The North American species (~ Bascanhim B. and G. ) have a 
purely syncranterian dentition and smooth scales. The forms 
inhabiting the southern tier of .states are puzzling in the extreme. 
To reach conclusions which sliall at least have the merit of con- 
sistency, the changes which take ]>lacc Avith groAvth in the best- 
knoAvn species from the eastern Gulf State.s, Z. /. flucjeUiim, must 
be considered. Here the young arc ]nilc broAvnish Avith narroAV. 
darker cross-bands on the AA’holc upper surface; an occasional 
specimen also shoAvs indistinct Avidcr cross-bands anteriorly. The 
outer four or fi\’c rows of scales (I'ather more anteriorly) have 
pale edges, leaving a narroAA^ dark Hue on the centre of each scale, 
giving the appearance of four or fn'e narroAA’ broken stripes 
on the side.«. In casicrn examjJcs these markings usually disap- 
pear with age, although the cross-bands occasionally })ersist. From 
Texas AA’estAvard there arc forms in Avhich the cross-bands have 



NATUJLVL SCIKNCKS OF PH I LA DELPIII A. 



1901.] 



become fixed, and others in which more or less of the lateral 
stripes have become likewise permanent, anrl even more distinct, 
although in these last the narrow cross-bands have disappeared in 
the young, which are striped. It must also be l)orne in mind that 
there is a marked inequality in the color intensity of all the 
American species, as there is a tendency for the color to remain 
j)ale on the hinder half of the body, involving the disappearance 
of the pattern. This is the case even in the uniformly colored 
species, as Z, c. constridoi\ in which the change to the light colors 
of western specimens first shows on tlic tail, and Z, f. in 

whicli the bases of the scales posteriorly are pale. 

The relative proportions in width of the hinder part of the 
frontal and supraocular plates are also growth characters and 
therefore irregular, and in my belief will hear only a small part of 
the weight which has been placed upon them. 

Duly considering the various combinations in adults, of these 
early characters, I conclude that the Z. flagellum group extends 
from Florida to California, with two forms in addition to the 
typical one which demand recognition ; these are Z, f. plceus and 
Z. f. frenatus. The striped forms, extending from Texas to Cali- 
fornia, have become differentiated to the point of wider separation, 
and seem to me to fall into two sj)ecies: Z. faaiiafiis (with a sub- 
species Z. t. ornatns) and Z. lateralis, Z. schofit B. and G. and 
Z. semllineatus Cope, I can regard only as fortuitous examples of 
Uralatas and lateralis respectively. 

This is almost a complete reversal of the views held by Prof. 
Cope, but the facts appear to me to indicate that the subspecies 
here admitted are tending in the direction of fixed characters, 
while those rejected are no more than instances of ineom])lete 
development. 

Key to the Species. 

.1. — Adults not striped; 17 rows of scales: 

7 upper labials; black, bluish, olive or green, 

1. Z. constrictor. 

8 upper labials; pale brown, or dark in front, 

'2. Z. flagellum. 

B. — With stripes on the sides: 

17 rows; brown with a narrow yellow stripe on third and 
fourth rows, 3. Z. lateralis. 

15 rows; brown with 3-5 narrow dark stripes on sides, 

4. Z. tienlatiis. 
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Zamenis constrictor L. 

Coluber constrictor L., Syst. Nat., Kd. X, 21G 
Body slender wiLli loni^ tail; head scales normal; frontal rather 
more than half the width of supraoculars, behind; two nasals; 
one lorcai; oculars 2-2; temporals 2-2 ; upper labials 7 (rarely 
8); scales in 17 rows; vcntrals 164-1(89; sul)caiidals 70-110. 
Len^^tli 1,525 inm. (tail oiic-fourth to one-fifth). 

Eastern specimens are black above and slate color beneath; west 
of the Mississippi they are usually green or olive above, yellow 
beneath. There are transitional stages between these extremes and 
they are good subspecies : 

Size larger; black al)ove, slate color beneath, 1. Z, c. constrictor. 
Size smaller; green or olive above; yellow beneath, 

2. Z. c. Jiavlvcniris. 

Zamenis constrictor constrictor E. 

1. r., 21() ; Buscanion coustrietor I>. and CE, 1. c., 0:5 ; B. constrictor 
(part) Cope, 1. r., Gio ; Ziduenis constrictor (part) Boub, 1. c., I, 
and Cope, Kep. Nat. Miis., 701. 

Examples from the cast are lustrous black above; belly slate 
color; chin and throat white. One sjieeimeii from Pcnnsylvauia 
now living in the Zoological Gardens presents the curious anomaly 
of a distinctly brown snout. In the western portion of its range 
it becomes bluish or olive black and the belly gets lighter. The 
young arc unlike the adults, being gray, s])otted or cross-banded 
with darker. ATntrals 175-189; subcaudals 83-110. The length 
of the largest I have seen was 1,470 mm. (tail 310). 

Ilab. — United States east of the central plains; nortliern 
Mexico. 

Zamenis constrictor flaviventris Say. 

Coluber jlariccntris Say, Lon^’.s Exp., If, ls3 (1823) ; Bttscanion jlaci- 
ventris and Ji. cetusius K. and (E, /. c., ‘)G, 07 ; B. constrictor (part) 
Ci)pe, 1. ^., G23 ; Zamenis constrictor (part) I>oul., 1. c., I, 3S7, and 
Cope, Kep. Nat. Mns., 701 ; B. c. vetustum Van Den., L c., 183 ; Z. 
stejni gcrianus Cope, Rep. Nat. 51us., 797. 

Size rather smaller and body more slender than in B. c. con- 
stridor; the scutellatiou is similar, but an eighth labial is more 
frequently present; ventrals 1G4-188; subcaudals 79-95. 

Ijength about 1,100 mm. (tail rather more than one-fourth). 
Ill examples from the plains the color is often bright green above 
and bright yellow underneath; chin and throat paler yellow; such 
specimens arc usual in Kansas and Oklahoma. Westward and on 
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tl>e Pacific coa?t the color darkeos to olive, more or less yellowish 
green beneath. 

I see no reason for regarding Z. ^stejner/ertanus Cope as anything 
more than the present subspeeies with eight labials. The sub- 
division of the loreal is so obviously abnormal tliat it is not worth 
considering. The ty})C and only specimen came from southeastern 
Texas. 

Ilab. — United States west of the ]\Iississippi river. 

Zamenis flagellum Shaw. 

Coinbcr 1h(qeUum Shaw, Gen. ZooL, III, Pt. 11,475 (1802); Stej., Proc. 
U. S, Nat. Mils., 1894, 5<)5. 

This speeies has the scutellation of Z, condricior, but the labials 
are 8 ; the frontal has half the width of the supraoeulars behind ; 
the muzzle is more elevated and the tail is longer; ventrals 184-' 
210; subcandals 80-112. 

The young are cross-banded, and this pattern persists in some 
cases until they are grown. 

Hab. — Southern United States from Florida to California. 

There appear to be three color forms : 

Pale brown; dark browm anteriorly, ... 1. Z. f, flagellum. 

Brown; narrow cross-bands in front, . . . 2. Z. /. frenatum. 

Dark brown; pink beneath, 3. Z. f. piceus. 

Zamenis flagellum flagellum Shaw. 

1. c.y 475 ; Masticophu jliifjdU formic and Coluber testttceus B. and G., 
1. c.y 98, 150 ; B. JfagelUf orate Cope, 1. r., 6*25; Zamenis flagelU’ 
formis (part) Boul , 1. e., I, 389 ; Z. /.flagellum (part) Cope, Rep. 
Nat Mus,, 799. 

Body slender with very long tail ; the upper preocular very 
large; upper labials 8 (rarely 7); scales in 17 rows; ventrals 
184-210; subcandals 80-112. 

Beaches an extreme length of 1,800 miu. (tail 385 to 430). In 
adults the head and anterior portion of the body is blackish browni, 
then dark brown back to the posterior half or third of the body, 
which is pale yellowish Ijrown, each scale with a darker basal mar- 
gin; belly yellowish posteriorly, black or brown under the dark 
anterior portion, somewhat spotted behind; sometimes each ven- 
tral is margined with brown ; generally a light spot on the pre- 
oculars; chin and throat white, more or less spotted with brown. 

The young have narrow cross-bands on the body which are 
sometimes retained to maturity. A Florida specimen 1,780 mm. 



GO 



PliOCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF 



[Jan., 



long, now living in the Zoological Gardens, shows these bands on 
the pale posterior portion of the body after shedding. Another, 
also from Florida, has indistinct wide cross-bands as in Z. t, 
oniaiu.^. 

Examples from west of the ^Mississippi are often of paler colors, 
with dark heads, and adults sometimes show the wide cross-bands 
and even indications of the light lateral stripes of ornatus. 

I was formerly of the opinion that teMaceum Say should be 
admitted as a pale desert form, but examinatiou of a considerable 
numl)er of living specinieus from central Texas and westward, 
satisfy me that occasional individuals only, show its extreme pale- 
ness. 

Hall. — South Carolina and Florida to Arizona; northern ^Mexico. 
Zamenis flagellum frenatus Stej. 

X. Am. Fauua, Xo. 7, 20S (18.33); Z. f, finrjellum (part) Cope, Rep. 

Nat. Mus., 802 ; Z. fi(((j(iUformia (part) Boul., /. r., I, 389. 

^Ir. Stejneger has proposed to regard as a subspecies the form 
of Z. fl(((jeUum from Arizona and westward wnth permanent cross- 
bands on the anterior portion of the body. This is the retention 
of a juvenile character which was referred to under the preceding 
subspecies, and which would doubtless be more evident in eastern 
specimens, were it not f(jr the dark color which pervades those parts 
in the adult; but there is so strong a disposition for this character 
to become permaneut in the far west, that JMr. Stejneger is prob- 
ably right in recognizing the form. 

The following descri[)tion is taken from a beautiful living speci- 
men lately received from Yuma, xVriz. , through the kiuduess of 
^[r. Herbert Brown : 

17 rows of scales; 8 upper labials; ventrals 193; su])-cnudal3 
100; length 1,400 mm. (tail 345). Body color rather pale brown 
extendinir to the ventrals; most of the scales are darker at the 
ti]) and faintly edged with pink; the lower edge of the outer 
row and the adjacent ends of the ventrals are whitisli, formiug an 
indistinct line, which is more obvious auteriorly aud disappears 
before reaching the tail; the three or four outer rows are faintly 
darker in the ceutre, suggesting the dark lateral stripes of Z. 
iicnlafas. Tlie anterior fourth of the body is crossed by indistim^t 
bands, one and a half to two scales wide; top of head rather 
darker brown, with a light spot on the pre- and post-oculars; 
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indications of a liglit line from the nostril to the eye ; upper 
labials yellow on the lower margin, more broadly behind; belly 
yellowish, much clouded with pink, which tends to form longitu- 
dinal stripes in front; throat and chin yellow, spotted with dark 
brown. 

Ilab. — Arizona, Nevada, Utah and southern California. 

Zamenis flagellum piceus (’ope. 

Bascaniiun ineeum Cope, 1. c., ()’J5 ; Z. flarjclliformifi (part) Bonl., ?. c., 
I. 389 ; B. f. piceus Cope, Itep. Nat. Mas., 804 ; B. 2 nceut/( Stej., No. 
Am. Fauna, No. 7, 209. 

The type specimen, from Camp Grant, Arizona, has 19 rows of 
scales; 17 is probably the usual number, as Mr. Stejneger mentions 
one with that number, which agrees with a living example received 
at the Zoological Gardens in 1894 from Tucson; this speci- 
men had 8 upper labials on one side and 9 on the other. The 
color in life was a rich dark brown with a purplish tinge, poste- 
riorly most of the scales As^re light brown at the base; the IdcIIv was 
pink slightly spotted with dusky, which increased anteriorly until 
the throat Avas nearly black ; there Avas a little pink on the pre- 
oculars and loAYcr labials; rest of head A^ery dark. The ]hnk 
rapidly faded to yellow in alcohol. This specimen is noAV in the 
Academy^s collection. Ventrals 19G; subcaudals 108; length 
1,G50 mm. (tail 380). Cope’s specimen measured 1,2G3 mm. and 
the tail Avas proportionately longer (355 mm). 

Hab.— The three specimens kuoAVu are from southern Arizona. 

Zamenis lateralis nallowell. 

LcptopJiis laterdUs Hall., Proc. Acad. Pliila. 1853, 237 ; Buscaniiim 
latcralc hUevaU Cope, 1. r., G28 ; Zamenis tfeniutus (part) Boul., 1. c., 
I, 300 ; B. laterale Van J)eu., ?. c., 1^8 ; Z. lateralis lateralis aud 
Z. stmiliueaUis Coi^e, Rep. Nat. 5Ius. , 808, 805. 

Scales in 17 roAvs; upper labials 8; tail betAA'een one-third aud 
one-fourth of the length; A^eutrals 190-199 ; subcaudals 105-123. 
Length about 1,500 mm. 

BroAvn aboA^e Avith a narroAV yelloAV stripe on the third and fourth 
roAA’s, sometimes extending to the tail aud often narroAvly bordered 
Avith black; belly yelloAv Avith a fcAV dark spots under the throat 
aud chin; no spots on top of head; a more or less distinct light 
spot on the temporals aud a light line from the nostril to the eye; 
labials light, a little spotted. 

Hab. — Arizona and southern California. 
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Zamenis taeniatus Ilallowell. 

Proc. Acad. Pliila., 1S52, ISl. 

This species is characterized by the preseuce of 15 rows of 
scales, 8 upper labials, and longitudinal stripes on the sides; 
frontal about half the width of supraoculars posteriorly; tail very 
long; ventrals 188-210; subeaudals 120-157. The young are 
striped. 

Ilab. — Western Texas to California. 

Pale brown; often wide cross-bands; two pale lateral stiipes, 

1. Z. t. oniatus. 

Dark brown; no cross-bands; 3 or 4 narrow dark lateral stripes, 

2. Z. t. keniatus, 

Zamenis taeniatus ornatus B. and G. 

Maaticopliis ornatus B. and G., 1. c., 102. 159 ; Bascaniiim tcRniatum 
subs, ornatnm Cope, Ball. U. S. Xat. 51us., I, 40 ; B, ornatiun Cope, 
1. c., (>29 ; Zamenis Umiatiis (part) Boul., 1. r., I, 390; Z. ornatus 
Cope, Bep. Nat. Mus., 813. 

Scales usually in 15 rows (Xo. 5,302 Academy coll., from 
Arizona, has 17); ventrals 200-200; subeaudals 130-152. 

Length about 1,700 mm. (tail 565). 

Pale brown above, with more or less distinct wide cross-bands of 
purplish brown on the back; the whole upper surface is sometimes 
suffused with the darker color, in which case the cross-bands are 
obscure or absent; a yellowish longitudinal line on the outer row 
and the edge of the ventrals, and another on the third and fourth 
rows; the up]>er one is edged with black and sometimes there is a 
faint dark line through the middle of it; belly yellow, more or less 
blotched. 

Hab. — Western Texas. 

Zamenis taeniatus taeniatus Uallowell. 

LeptopMs tamiatus Hall., Proc. Acad. Pliila., 1852, ISl ; ^^asticopl^is 
UeniaUis and Schotti B. and G., I, c., 103, 160 ; />. t(sniatiun and 
B, Schotti Cope, L c., 629; Zamenis teeniatus (part) Boul., c., I, 
390 ; B, teeniatus Van Den., L t’., 190 ; Z. schottii and Z. tieniatits 
Cope, Kep. Nat. Mas., 811, 815. 

Snout and muzzle rather long and narrow; body slender and tail 
very long; scales in 15 rows (very rarely 17); upper labials 8; 
temporals 2-2; ventrals 188-209; subeaudals 120-157. 

Length al)out 1,300 mm. (tail 370). 

Yellowish brown to dark Ijrown, the outer four or five rows 
lighter, each having a narrow black line running on the centre, and 
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usually another on the edge of the ventrals; most of tlie soaks 
on the rest of tlie dorsal region have dark centres; yellowish 
beneath, without spots except sometimes on tlic throat; top of head 
dark; an indistinct light line from the nostril to the eye; a light 
spot on both pre- and post-oculars; lal)ials yelloNV, a little spotted. 

I am unable to formulate a valid distinction between Z. !<chottt 
B. and G. and this species; the stripes appear not to run as far 
back, but they are variable in this respect in Z. t. and 

their disappearance on the tail is doubtless a result of the fading 
out of color (or, more correctly, the failure to develop it) poste- 
riorly, which is common in the genus. No. 5,369 Academy coll, 
(old number 1,973), labeled i^choUt\ from the Bio Grande, appears 
to be one of Schott’s original specimens, and almost exactly cor- 
responds to No. 5,363, a kcnlatu-'^ from Ctah, of about the same 
date. But it must be admitted that no great reliance can be placed 
upon color characters in specimens which have been for so many 
years in spirits. 

Ilab. — Arizona, Utah and southern California. 



SALVADORA B- and (L 

1. c., 104 ; Cope, I, e., 618, and Kep. Nat. Mus., 817 ; Zamenis (part) 
BouL, 1. c., I, 370. 

]\Iaxillary teeth smooth, increasing posteriorly, no interspace: 
rostral widened laterally with projecting edges; one loreal; two 
internasals; two nasals; two or three preoculars ; pupil round; 
scales smooth with pits in 17 rows; anal divided; size medium; 
body slender; head distinct. 

llab. — Southwestern United States ; Mexico. 

This genus is like Zamenis, but has the rostral considerably 
enlarged, with free, expanded lateral borders. 

Salvadora grahami B. and G. 

1. c., 104 ; Cope, 1. c., 619, and Bep. Xat. !Mus., 818 ; Zamenis f/ra- 
liami Boul., I c., I, 393 ; S. fjrakami Van Deu., k r., 180 ; Phimo- 
thijra hixalepis Cope, I’roc. Acad. Phila., 1841, 300 ; >8. (j. hcxalepis 
Stej., No. Amer. Fauna, No. 7, 205. 

Head plates normal; rostral entering between internasals; lower 
preocular small, sometimes a third preocular; post-oculars 2 or 3 ; 
temporals 1 (2)-2 (3); upper labials 8; scales in 17 rows; ven- 
trabs 175-206; subcaudals 75-108. 

Length about 1,200 ram. (tail 300). 

A yellowish dorsal stripe about three scales wide, narrowing 
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toward the tail ; on each side a ))rowii or olive stripe about the 
same width, i)ordered below by a greenisli olive or brown stripe 
extending to the ventrals; the stripes arc sometimes indistinct and 
at others are broken into spots; belly yellowish; head brown, 
usually unmarked. 

TIab. — AVestern Texas to Utah and Arizona; Sonora and Lower 
California. 

Several other si)ecies of Salcadora are found in Alexico. 

PHYLLORHYNCHUS Stej. 

Proc. U. S. Nat, Mus., 1890, 151 ; Cope, 1. r., 017, and Rep. Nat. AIus., 
821 ; Lytorhynrhas (part) Eoul., I c., I, 411, 

jMax’llary teeth smooth, longer behind, an interspace; rostral 
prominent with projecting lateral edges, and separating the inter- 
nasals; two to four loreals; three preoculars; small scales between 
the eye and the labials; two nasals; two internasals; ])upil verti- 
cal; one pair of chin shields; scales smooth or ])artly keeled, with- 
out })its, in 11) rows; anal entire; size medium; head slightly 
distinct. 

Hab. — North America and Alexico. 

Phyllorhynchus browni Stej. 

1. r., 152 ; Cope, 1. r., 018, and Rep. Nat. Mus., 821 ; Lytorhynchus 
browni Roul., L t\, I, 417. 

Body slender; rostral very large, projecting, with free edges and 
completely separating the iiiternasals; a transversely enlarged 
shield behind the parietals; loreals 3, the upper and lower small; 
oculars 3-4; several suboculars separating the eye from the labials; 
upper labials G; temporals 3; one pair of chin shields; scales in 
10 rotys, nearly smooth anteriorly, keeled behind; ventrals 159; 
subcaudals 31. 

Length 325 min. (tail 42). 

Whitish, with 15 brown blotches, mostly subnuadrangular and 
lighter in the centre; belly white; a dark bar across the head 
between the eyes. 

Hal). — Only two specimens known, from Tucson, Arizona, 
Phyllorhynchus decurtatus Cope, 

PMmothyra dccurtata Cope, Proc. Acad. lOiila., 18G3, 310 ; Phyllo- 
rhy)ichHii decurtatus Stej., Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 1890, 154, and 
Cope, Rep. Nat, Mu.s., 823 ; Lytorhynchus decurtatus Roul., 1. c., 
1, 417. 

Much like P. browni, but the scales are smooth; there is no 
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enlarged shield behind the parietals; the tail is shorter; the dorsal 
spots are more miinerous and there are two series of irregular 
lateral spots. The type speeimen in the Academy’s collection is 
from northern Lower California, and there is a second in the 
National IVIuseum from La Paz. A third, which has just reached 
me from ]\Ir. Herbert Brown, collected by him at Yuma, Ariz., 
for the first time establishes the species within the United States. 
This specimen differs from the type in that the rostral penetrates 
between the prefrontals as in P. browni ; there is but one subocu- 
lar, and but two post-oculars on one side; there are four temporals; 
the tail is rather longer, and the spots are more numerous, being 
forty-one on the body and six on the tail (thirty-two altogether in 
the type). Ventrals 183; subcaudals 30. Length 403 mm. (tail 
40). 

Hab, — Lower California; Yuma, Arizona. 

CYCLOPHIS Gunther. 

Cat. Col. Snakes, Br. Mus., Giintli., 119 (1858); Cope, 1. c., 621 ; Lep- 
top/iis B. and G., 1. c., 106 ; Contia (part) Boul., I, c., II, 255. 

^Maxillary teeth smooth, equal; one loreal; one preociilar; two 
internasals; one nasal; scales keeled with two pits; anal diyided; 
size small, tail long; head distinct; color green. 

Hab. — Asia; North America. 

Cyclophis aestivus L. 

Coluber (ChUvus L., Syst. Nat., Ed. XII, 387 (1766); Leptopliis (Estivus 
and majalis B and G., 1. c., 106 ; Cyclophis cestidus Cope, 1. c., 621, 
and Rep. Nat. 5tus., 784 ; Contia asticn Bonl., 1. c., II, 258. 

Head scales normal; loreal rather long, occasionally absent; 
oculars 1-2 (of two examples from New’ Jersey in my collection, 
one has a subpreocular on each side, and the other has three post- 
oculars on one side); temporals 1-2, upper labials 7, the third and 
fourth ill 01 bit (one from Florida has the fourth and fifth in the 
orbit on one side); yentrals 148-166; subcaudals 111-148; scales 
in 17 rows, the outer smooth. Length 920 mm, (tail 330). 

Coniform bright green aboye; labials and belly yellowish wdiite 
or bright yellow’. 

Hab. — New’ Jersey to Florida, w’est to the ^lississippi, southwest 
to New Mexico. 
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LIOPELTIS Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1800, 559 ; Ohlorosoma B. and G., 1. c., lOS ; TAO'- 
peltis Cope, ?. c., G20, and Kep. Xat. Miis.,781 ; QontUi (part) Boul., 
1. c., II, ^255. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, equal; head scales normal; a loreal,. 
occasionally absent; one nasal; scales smooth, with one pit; anal 
divided; size small; tail long; head distinct. 

Ilab. — Eastern Asia; North America. 

Liopeltis vernalis Harlan. 

Goluher 'cernalis Harl., Jour. Acad. Phila., Y, 1827, p. 3G1 ; Ghloro- 
soma vemaUs B. and G., 1. c., 108 ; A. DerrKtlis Cope, 1. c., G20, and 
Kep. Nat. ]\Ins., 782 ; Contia Tevnalis Boiil., I, r., II, 258. 

Head scales normal; loreal nearly square, sometimes fused with 
the nasal; one nasal; oculars 1 (2)-2; temporals 1-2; upper 
labials 7, third and fourth in orbit; lower labials 8; scales smooth 
in 15 rows; ventrals 120-138; subcaudals 69-94. 

Uniform bright green above; labials and belly yellowish green. 
Length 500 mm. (tail 150). 

Hab. — Canada and United States east of Kocky Mountains; 
rare in the southeastern States. 

CONTIA B. and G. 

1. c., 110 ; Cope (part), 1. c., 599, and Gliionactls Cope, I, c., 601, and 
Rep. Nat. ^Iiis.,925, 935^® ; Contia (part) Boul., L c., II, 255 ; ? Lodla 
B. and G., 1. c., IIG. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, equal; one loreal; one preocular; one 
nasal, sometimes half divided below the nostril; two internasals; 
scales smooth, without pits in 15-17 rows; anal divided; size 
small; head not very distinct. 

Hab. — North America; Asia. 

Key to the American Species. 

a. — 13 rows of scales; pale brown, no cross-bars, . 1. C'. taylori. 

h. — 15 rows of scales: 

Reddish or greenish brown; sometimes cross-bands, 

2. C. episcopa. 

AVhite, with bands or rings around body, 3. C. occipitale. 

Brown, with a light band on each side, . . 4. ( 7 . mitis. 

Prof. Cope removes all the species included herein Contia^ except G. 
to Ghioiiactis Cope, on account of their posse.ssion of a shallow external 
groove on the posterior maxillary tooth. This is probably the same noted 
by Dr. Gunther as a distinct elongated pit at the ))ase of the hinder teeth in 
large specimens of the Mexican Conopsis fiasus (Biologia Centrali Ameri- 
cana, Kept., p. 97). Sntlicient material is not acce.ssible to determine 
either the constancy or the value of this character, and it seems best for the 
j>resent to retain these snakes in the genus Contia. 
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Contia taylofi Boulenger. 

L o, II, 2G5, PI. XII, fig. 3 ; Cope, Rep. Xat. Mus., 930. 

Nasal not divided; one loreal, longer than deep; oculars 1-2; 
temporals 1-1 (2); upper labials 7; posterior chin shields very 
small; scales in lo rows; ventrals 126-137; subcaudals 37-46; 
length 270 mm. (tail 55). 

“ Pale brown above, each scale darkest along the centre; upper 
lip and lower parts white. 

Hab. — Duval county, Texas: northern Mexico (three specimens 
known). 

Contia episcopa Kennicott. 

Lamprosoma episcopum Kenn., U. S. Mex. Bound. Surv., p. 22, pi 8, 
fig. 2 (1859). 

This species has the scales in 15 rows; an undivided nasal; an 
elongated loreal; 7 upper labials; oculars 1-2; temporals 1-2 (1); 
ventrals 143-167; subcaudals 35-57; tail about one-fourth of the 
length. Kanges from Texas to Utah, Arizona and northern 
Mexico. 

Rosy yellow to ashy; no cross-bands, . . . C. e. episcopa. 

Orange, with black cross-bands, 2. C. e. isozona. 

Contia episcopa episcopa Kennicott. 

1. c., 22 ; C. c. episcopa and 0. e. torqnatn Cope, 1. c., 601 ; C. episcopa 
and 0, torejnata Boul., t. c., II, 265, 266 ; Chloaactls episcopa ep/is- 
copa and C. c. torquata Cope, Rep. Xat. ^lus., 938, 939. 

Ventrals 143—163; subcaudals 35-57. Length about 250 ram. 
Yellowish, reddish or greenish brown, sometimes wuth a yellow 
dorsal stripe three scales wide; most of the scales tijiped with light 
brown; top of head like the body, or brown or black; belly yel- 
lowish or greenish white. 

C. e, torquata Cope rests upon degrees of color intensity which 
are admittedly inconstant in the two specimens known. 

Hab. — Texas and northern ^Mexico. 

Contia episcopa isozona Cope. 

I’rdc. Acad. Phila., 1866, 304, and 1. c., 601 ; C. isozona Boul., I, c., II, 
266. 

Ventrals 158-167; subcaudals 50-52; orange or red with black 
cross-bands which almost reach the ventrals, I)ecoining complete 
rings on the tail; belly whitish; snout red, rest of head black. 
Length about 250 mm. 

Hab. — Texas to Arizona and Utah; Sonora. 
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Contia occipitale Ilallowell. 

llhinostoyna occipitale Hall., Proc. Acad. Phila. ; 1S54, 95; Chionactis 
occipitalis Cope, 1. c., dU5, and Rep. Nat. Mus., 941 ; Contia occipitale 
Boul., I, c , II, 2GG. 

Snout prominent; nasal unclivided; loreal small ; oculars 1-2; 
temporals 1~2; upper labials 7; scales in 15 rows; tail about one- 
fifth of total length; veutrals 147-158; subcaudals 34-44. 

Length about 300 mm. 

Color white or pale yellow, sometimes pinkish; narrow black 
rings around the body at intervals of about five scales, sometimes 
interrupted on the ventrals; rest of belly whitish; a black crescent 
on the hinder part of parietals with the horns forward. 

Hab. — Arizona. 

Contia mitis B. and G. 

L c., 110 ; f Lodia tenuis B. and G., L c,, IIG ; C, mitis and L. tenuis 
Cope, 1. c., GOl ; Contia mitis Boul., 1. c,, II, 2G7, and Van Den., L c., 
1G9. 

Size small; tail very short; oculars 1-1 (2); upper labials 7; 
temporals 1-2; scales in 15 rows; ventrals 147-186; subcaudals 
30-52; length 322 mm. (tail 40). Leaches a length of 415 mm. 

Dark brown with a yellowish stripe on the fourth row of scales, 
and a row of black dots below it ; veutrals yellowish edged with 
black ; a black streak on each side of head ; chin and throat 
spotted with black. 

Lodia tenuis B. and G., Avas based upon one example from 
Puget Sound, Oregon, agreeing with C. mitis except in having a 
small additional plate between the prefroutals, and the loreal reach- 
ing the eye under the preocular. As no further specimen has 
come to light in fifty years, it seems safe to refer this unique 
example to the class of anomalies, the head plates being usually 
variable in these small burrowing forms. 

Hab. — Central California to W^ashiugton and Oregon. 

DIADOPHIS n. and G. 

I, c.y 112 ; Cope, L r., G14, and Rep. Nat. J\Ius., T43 ; Coronclla (part) 
Boul., 1. c., II, 188. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, subequal; one loreal; two preoculars; 
two internasals; two nasals; scales smooth with one pit, in 15-17 
rows; anal divided; size small ; head distinct. 

Hab. — North America; ^lexico. 

If due attention be paid to juvenile characters, the North 
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American species of DIadophis must be limited to three. Tlaird 
and Girard estalilished two others, wliich witli a third of liis own 
making, Cope regards as snlispecics of J>. In these 

forms the chief differences are in the shape of the frontal and 
supraocular plates, and in the extent to which the dark dorsal area 
invades the two outer rows of scales. But a series of the eastern 
form, I). jnuictatuSy of all sizes, shows that exactly these differ- 
ences, in that species, are age characters, and in a genus whose 
included forms are so nearly similar, there can be little doubt that 
they are so in amabllis as well. 



Key to the Species. 

17 rows of scales; 7 (8) upper labials; ventrals 237 or less, 

1. D. vega Us. 

15 rows of scales; 7 (8) upper labials; ventrals 210 or less, 

2. I). amabills. 

15 rov»"s of scales; 8(7) upper labials; ventrals 160 or less, 

3 D. panctatiis. 

Diadophis punctatus L. 

Coluber punctatiis L., Syst. Nat., Ed. NIT, 376; D. pnnetatas B. and 
G., 1. €., 112 ; D. punctatus and D. amahihs sfictoyenys (part) Cope, 
L r., 616, 617, and Kep. Nat. Mas., 7-*)l, 750; Coronclla punctata 
Boul., 1. c., II, 206. 

Head not very distinct; head plates normal; in adults the fron- 
tal is much narrowed behind and acute; oculars 2 (l)-2; tem- 
porals 1-1; upper labials 8 (occ. 7); scales in 15 rows; ventrals 
136-160; subcaudals 36-62. Lengtli 355 mm. (tail 65). 

In adults the color is bluish black or brownish above, covering 
the whole of the dorsal scales and extending like a bar upon the 
end of each ventral; the belly is yellow or orange, sometimes with 
a series of transverse dark blotches in the middle of each ventral, 
these are, however, often absent; there is usually a yellow half- 
collar on the nape, half a scale to a full scale in width; the lower 
half of the upper and the whole of the lower labials is yellow with 
small spots of black. In the young, the back is bright reddish 
brown or salmon color, which reaches only the upper border of the 
second row of scales, and extends downward as the color deepens; 
the top of the head is dark browm and the nuchal collar is bor- 
dered behind by a band of the same dark color; ihc frontal plate 
is also more angular in front and less tapering behind, than in the 
adult. 

Hab. — North America, east of the ^Mississippi river. 
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Diadophis amabilis B. aud (C 

I, c^, llo ; D, (h^cilis and 1), pulchelhif^ E. and G., 1. r.^ 114, 115 • D, 
c(. amabilhj D, a, puldullufi^ D, n . docilis and I), a. sth'togenys 
(part) Cope, 1. c., Gld, and Uep. Xiit. Mns., 747-750 ; Coronella 
mimbiUs Boul., 1. c., II, 207 ; D. anutbilis Van I)eu., I, c., 1G4. 

^ In tliis species the frontal is broader behind than in either of the 
otliers; upper labials 7 (oec. 8): temporals 1-1 (2); .scales in 15 
rowsj^tlie form is more elongate than in pnuctafns, the veutrals 
ranging from 182-210; subcaiidals 5J-6M. Length 470 mm. 
(tail 80). 

The coloration is much as in pundatus ; the spots on the ventrals 
are small and irregular, and the nuchal half-collar is almost always 
present. 

Ilab. — Texas to the Pacific coast; south to Sonora. 

Diadophis regalis B. and ( C 

1. c., 115 ; D. vegalis regalia and I), r. aragi Cope, 1. c., G15, and Rep. 
Nat. jMus., 744, 745 ; Coromila regalis BonL, L r., II, 20s. 

The frontal is narrow behind, as \\\ punvtaiiia ; scales in 17 rows; 
upper labials 7 (oec. 8); temporals 1—1 (2); ventrals 183-287; 
subcaudals 5G-75. Length 570 mm. (tail 100); being the largest 
of the genus. 

Ashy to browmish black; belly yellow or reddish with small 
black spots; tlie nuchal collar is generally absent. 

Hab. — Illinois to Arizona; south to Vera Cruz. 

OPHIBOLUS B. and (',. 

1. r., 82 ; Cope, 1. c., G07 ; OaceoUt B. and G., 1. r., 135 and Cope, I, c., 
GOG ; Coronella (part) Boul., 1. r., II, iss ; Osceola and Ophiboliis 
Cope, Kep. Nat. Mus., 8slj<)02.^^ 

Maxillary teeth smooth, slightly increasing j)ostcriorly, no inter- 
space; one loreal ; one prcocular ; two iuternasals ; two nasals; 
scales smooth, with two pits, in 10-25 rows; anal entire; size 
large and stout to small and slender; head slightly distinct. 

Ilab. — Aorth America and ^lexico. 

K<aj to the Sj^eciea, 

a . — Scales in 21 rows; dorsal spots brown or red with black bor- 
ders; or rings around body, 1.0. doliatas, 

Lamprop( Ida Filzinger, lately exlmined, is regarded as a nomen nmhnn 
for the reasons given uinler haitivnia. 
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b, — Scales iu 21-2o rows:* 

Size large; black, with centres of scales white or yellow; or 

cross-bands of same color, 2. 0. getulas. 

Size small; yellow and black rings; black rings more or less 

divided by red, o. 0. zonatiis. 

Size medium; pale brown; dorsal spots much wider than 
long; no head bands, . . . 4, 0. rhomhomacnlatas, 

c. — Scales iu 25 rows; size medium; grayish brown, head bauds 

distinct, 5. 0. callujaster, 

Ophibolus doliatus E. 

Coluber doliatus L., Syst. Kat., Ed. XII, 379 (1700). 

Size medium to small; head scales normal; loreal small and 
occasionally absent iu one form; oculars 1-2; temporals 2 (l)-2 
(3); frontal narrow behind in the young, broader in adults; 
upper labials 7 ; scales in 21 rows (occasionally varying from 17- 
23); anterior chin shields much the longest; ventrals 165-215; 
subcaudals 31-55; tail from one-fifth to one-seventh of the length. 

This species covers the United States from the Atlantic coast to 
the central plains, and extends southwest into IMexico, and varies 
to an extreme degree, with the usual result in classification. Prof. 
Cope’s scheme of the directive color variations of 0. doUatiis, 
guided by “ bathmisra,” published in completed form in The 
American NatnraUstj 1893, p. 1066, and finally in The Priuiary 
Factors of Organic Evolution, p. 29 (1896), is a remarkable 
example of the employment of that great gift, the scientific 
imagination, in a wrong field ; for if that work be compared with 
a large series of doliatus, it becomes evident that the subspecies 
added by Co}>e to complete the chain are no more than selected 
cases, the numberless promiscuous variations being wholly 
ignored. The course of change from a brown-spotted to a red- 
ringed snake has not been as orderly, nor as easily marked off, as 

is there assumed, and iu subdividing the species, natural limita- 

tions are not readily found. 

Key to the Subspecies. 

a . — An oblique streak behind the eye : 

Dorsal spots reaching to about fifth row; an angular mark 
on head; ventrals 190-214, . . 1. 0. d. triangalus. 

Dorsal spots reaching to third or first row; head ))ands 
variable; ventrals 175-203, . . . 2. O. d. clcricus. 



[Jan., 



72 rr.ccEKDiNGs of the academy of 

No oblique streak behind eye: 

— Dorsal spots reaebing outer row or ventrals; no distinct 
headbands, 3. 0. d. doliatii.^, 

/>\ — Black borders of dorsal spots forming rings around 
body: no alternating spots: 

No black blotch on ventrals opposite dorsal spots; top 
of head mostly red, . . . . 4. O. d. cocci }iviis^ 

A Idack blotch on ventrals opposite dorsal spots; top 
of head mostly black, . . . 5. 0. d. (jodllis, 

Ophibolus doliatus triangulus Daiidin. 

Coluber triinifjnlus Daiul., Kept., VI, 322 (1803); Ophihohn eximius 
H. and (C, L e., ST; 0, d. tri(ni(}uU(fi Cope, Z. c., GIO ; Corocclla 
trianfjnUnn (part) Boiil., 1. c., II, 200 ; Osceola doliata triangula 
Cope, Ivep. Nat. Mus., 885. 

Largest of the subspecies; temporals 2-2; scales in 21 rows; 
ventrals 190-214; subeaudals 43-55; length about 1,100 mm. 

Body color gray; the dorsal spots are about thirteen scales wide 
and rarely extend below the fifth row; they are chocolate brown, 
with black borders in adults, and quite red iu the young, and 
number 40-4G on the body, and 10-13 on the tail; a second 
smaller alternating series on the sides, which does not reach the 
ventrals, and a third series of irregular black blotches on the ends 
of the ventrals; the belly is whitish, blotched with black. The first 
dorsal spot is commonly extended forward and ends in a conspicu- 
ous angle on the frontal, the arms of which enclose a triangular 
liglit patch; there is a black band across the prefrontals, often with 
a light centre, and a narrow dark oblique streak behind the eye, 
bordered above by a light one. 

Hab. — Massachusetts to North Carolina; west to Wisconsin. 

Ophibolus doliatus clericus B. and (t. 

OjMholus cUricus B. and G., 1. c., 88 ; 0. d. collar is, 0. d, clericus 
Cope, 1. c., 609, 610, and Hep. Nat. ^lus., 886, 888 ; 0. d. temporalis 
Cope, Am. Nat., 1893, lOdS and Kep. Nat. 5Ius., 889 ; Coronelht 
trlangulum (part) Bonl., I, c., II, 200. 

Shorter than 0. d, triangulus; ventrals 175-203; subeaudals 
36 — 19: length 950 mm. 

The dorsal spots are less ntnnerous, from 21-36 on the body and 
6-10 on the tail; they are wider and end from the third to the first 
row of scales; the alternating sj)Ots are correspondingly lower and 
invade the venttals. The hea<l markings are sometimes much 
x\^m triangulus but less distinct; there is usually an oval light 
])atch surrounded by a black ring, iu place of the triangular mark : 
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tills is sometimes more or less extended transversely, becoming a 
half-collar; this is the form called by Cope; often the ante- 

rior ring is represented l>y a black bar on the nape, and sometimes 
the ring is altogether absent ami there is a light spot on each 
supraocular and another on the parietals, the rest of the head 
markings being more or less obsolete; this is temporalis Cope, but 
the intermediate stages are so many that it is quite arbitrary to 
regard these patterns as distinctive. The spots range in color from 
brown to red. The oblique streak behind the eye is jiresent. 
0. (L clericas is a transitional form of great variability, and it is by 
no means always easy to distinguish it from 0, d. trioiKfulns on the 
one side and 0: d. doliaius on the other; but I find that on the whole, 
compared with iriangulitSf it has a greater width and lessened 
number of dorsal spots and a want of definition in the head 
markings, associated with fever ventrals and subcaudals; it may 
be distinguished from 0. d. doUutus by the fact that the latter 
lacks the oblique streak behind the eye and rarely shows any head 
markings beyond a dark bar or blotch across the parietals. 

Hab. — This subspecies seems to occupy the southern portion of 
the range of 0. d. tr king aim. I have seen no examples from 
further north than Trenton, N, J., and central Illinois, 



Ophibolus doliatua doliatus L. 

1. c., 379 ; 0. d. doliatus, 0. d. parallelus and 0. d. syspilus (part) 
Cope, 1. c., 609, and Kep. Nat. Mus., 889-S93 ; Coronella gi utilis 
(ixirt) Boub, 1. c., II, 201. 

Form short and stout in adults; temporals 2-2 (3); ventrals 
200-210; subcaudals 44-55; length about 670 mm. (tail 100). 

Ground color grayish white or yellowish; dorsal spots brownish 
red, or red, with black borders; they are broad and reach to the 
first row of scales, often extending well on to the ventrals; the 
lateral spots are small and largely upon the ventrals, wholly so 
when the dorsals are widest. The belly is whitish or yellow with 
black blotches; the lower borders of the dorsal spots sometimes 
form nearly parallel black bands on the ventrals. The extreme 
of this disposition h parallelus Cope. The top of the head is some- 
times almost entirely black, but more usually this is reduced to a 
bar across the parietals, the rest of the head being red or yellow. 
The post-orbital stripe of the previous forms is absent. 

I cannot find characters which will bear examination in syxpilas 
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IV) pe. Xo. 3,009, Academy cull., from Hennessey, Oklahoma, 
collected and labeled by Cope himself, has more black upon 

the head than juost 0. d. doliatu^y while underneath, anteriorly, it 
has the paired rings of 0. d. cocruieus^ on tlie rest of the l)elly 
having parallel lines formed by the lower borders of the dorsal 
spots quite as close together as those attributed by him to paral- 

Ilab.- -Maryland to Florida; west to Illinois, Oklahoma and 
Texas. 



Ophibolus doliatus coccineus Schlegel. 

Coronelhf cocdtiea Pbys. Serp., II, fi7, PI. 2 (18o7); Ophi- 

bolt/fi (Joluftn.s and Osceola elapsoklea B. and G., 1. c.,80, ; Osce- 

ola ehtpsoUlca and 0. <1. coccineus Cope, L c., 006, 609, and Rep. 
Nat. Mus., 900, 896; Coronella (jetUUis (part) and 0. dollaia (part) 
Boul., /. r-., II, 201, 205. 

Body rather more slender; temporals 1-2; ventrals 175-204; 
subcaudals 31-54; length 535 mm. (tail 70). 

Body color scarlet, completely encircled by pairs of black rings, 
with interspaces white in the young, yellow in adults; no lateral 
spots; belly paler than the back; top of head red, with the first 
black rings crossing the parietals. The pattern is formed by the 
obliteration of the lateral ])ortion of the black borders of dorsal 
spots, and the extension of their transverse portion entirely around 
the body. The lateral spots have disappeared. 

This subspecies seems to be adopting burrowing habits in portions 
of its range, and, as is frequent in such cases, the head plates and 
scales are l)ecoming variable, specimens being found w’ithout a 
loreal and with the scales reduced to nineteen rows. This extreme 
reduction is Osceola elapsoklea 1>. aud G., and is not common, but 
intermediate stages are frequent; out of some thirty specimens 
colored as in eoccinciis^ 1 have juet but two without a loreal and 
with 19 rows. The case is peculiar. If constant the distinction 
would be a generic one; on the other hand, the importance of the 
character involved would seem to lift it out of the ordinary cate- 
gory of intergradation, for we a])pear to have a subspecies being 
transformed into a genus under our eyes. On the whole, it may 
accord best with a sound method to take no note of this form at 
its present stage. 

llab. — Xorth Carolina to Florida and west to the JMississippi 
river. Specimens without a loreal arc rarely found outside of 
Florida. 
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Ophibolus doliatus gentilis L. and r,. 

Ophibolus goiiiUs B. ami CJ.. /. r., 00 ; 0. (K inmvhtius, 0. //. ngspibfs 
(part), 0. (f. fjLiiWix ami O. Cope, 1. r., COO, Oil; Coro- 

ndla gentilis (part) and C. niicrophoUs (part) Boul., 1. r., 11,201, 
203 ; Lampropdtis muUlstrntus ami L. unnnlntns Stej., Proc. U. 
Nat. Mus., 1801, 502, 503 ; Osrcola doliata g^ uiilis, si/s- 

pilus (part) and Ophiholns nudtistratns Cope, Bep. Nat. 804, 

805, 000. 

Body rather sliort iiud stout; temporals 2-2 (8); scales in 21 
rows (occasionally 23); ventrals 184-200; stibcaudals 42-50; 
length about 700 mm. 

The black rings usually extend around the body as in O. d, 
cocoineuSy and the colors are very similar, but the spaces between 
adjacent pairs of rings on the belly, opposite the red dorsal tracts, 
are more or less filled up by black ; the whole top of the head is 
tisually black except the end of the snout, which is red. Some- 
times the scales in the yellow rings are marked with black, and 
often the black of the rings extends along the dorsal line, forming 
a dusky baud on the red spaces; when the black suffusion is want- 
ing we have anuidatus Kenn,, but it exists in all degrees. 

A small specimen from Fort Harker, Ivans., in the Cope col- 
lection, referred by him to is simply an immature (jentilis, 

0. mulfidmtus Kenn. ^Yas founded on an individual from Ne- 
braska having 8 upper labials; 23 row’s of scales; three temporals in 
the second row, dorsal spots W’ith borders uniting on the fianks, and 
no rings nor spots on the belly. ^Ir. Stejneger reports a second 
specimen^ ^ wdth but seven labials. Twenty-three rows of scales; 
temporals 2—3; with a greater or less number of dorsal spots are 
not w’ithout precedent in 0. doliatus ; indeed, three out of five 0, d, 
gentilis w’hich I have examined have three temporals in the second 
row’. No. 3,G13 xWademy coll., from western Louisiana, is in com- 
pany w’ith a gentilis lacking the dorsal sufiusion of black, and is 
exactly like it in all other respects, except that the belly is immacu- 
late and the dorsal spots close on the outer row’ of scales; cor- 
ve.spondiug very closely to Kennicott’s description of muliistratus, 
with the scutellation of gentilis. I see no reason, therefore, why 
the first should not be included w’ithin the range of this variable 
form; the same may be said of annulatus Kenn., the differences 
of w’hich are trivial. 



•20 pyQc, S. Xat. JIus., p. 3S5. 
21 Proc. r. S. X(ft. .Vn.s.y 1^01. i^. 5(2 
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The ^Mexican forms of Ophihohis with rings are eloselv related 
to this section. Mr. Boulenger has indeed united all of them with 
(uinnlatns, under the name of O. microphoUs Cope, and Dr. Gun- 
ther^ has done the same, using the name annulatus. 

The one specimen of nitcropholis, from Nicaragua, which I 
have seen, is certainly very like fjentUis, and if the southern forms 
are to be united, as stated above, (jentilk will jwobably have to be 
added, and that name will have priority. 

Hab. — As here restricted, gentllls ranges fi’om Nebraska to 
western I^ouisiana, Texas and northern Mexico. 

Ophibolus getulus E. 

Coluber gctiilus L., Syst. Nat., Ed. XII, 38‘2 (17GG). 

Size large and stout; head not very distinct ; scales in 21-23 
rows (occ. 25); oculars 1-2; upper labials 7; temporals 2-2 (3); 
anterior chin shields longest: tail rather more than one-seventh of 
the length; color black or brownish black; white or yellow mark- 
ings on separate scales, 'which frequently collect into lines across 
the back. 

llab. — The wdiole United States south of latitude 40®. 



a . — Scales in 21 or 23 rows: 

Scales with yellow centres, often forming cross-bands. 






Ophibolus getulus sayi Holbrook. 

Coronella sayi Holb., No. Am. Herp., Ill, 09, PI. XXII (1812); Ophi- 
bolus splendidiis uud 0. sayi B. and G., S3, 84 ; 0, g. sayi ami (). g, 
splendidtis Cope, 1. r., G12, G13, and Eep. Xat. 3Ius., Oil and 918 ; 
Coronella gctula (part) Boiil., L c., II, 107. 

Dorsal rows of scales 21-23 (rarely 25); vcntrals 200-224: 
subcaudals 40-00; length about 1,500 mm. 

This form is exceedingly variable in pattern, but after examina- 
tion of many specimens from all parts of its range, both living 
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ami alcoholic, I am not able to subdivide it. Typical sa//i is 
black, and has each scale with a white or yellow centre; the belly 
is yellow with black blotches and the head is black with small 
yellow spots. In many cases the body spots collect into narrow 
transverse bauds, leaving considerable spaces black with more or 
less traces of the yellow spots: sometimes the lower seven or eight 
rows of scales arc spotted, and above them, on the dorsal area, the 
spots collect into narrow bauds connecting the spotted sides and 
leaving a series of black, unspotted tracts on the back, three or 
four scales long and seven or eight wide. This is splendida^ B. 
and G. At the present time the collection of the Zoological 
Society contains examples of both of these and more or less inter- 
mediate stages, collected at the same time at Pecos, Tex. On the 
other hand, Xo. 4,451 Academy coll, is a very fair example of 
splendidii^i collected at Reelfoot Lake, Tenn,, in 1895, l)y jNJr. 
Samuel X. Rhoads, and Xo. 3,585, from southern Illinois, clearly 
indicates the same pattern, which is therefore not associated with 
a restricted geographical area. 

Hab. — ^Southern Illinois to Louisiana and through the southern 
portion of the plains to western Texas. 



Ophibolus getulus getulus L. 

Coluber getulus L., Syst. Xat., Ed, XII, 3^2 (1766); Ophibolus getulus 
B. and G., 1. c., 85; 0. g. getulus and 0. g. niger Cope, I, c., 61o ; 
Coronella getula (part) Boul., I, e., II, 197 ; 0. g. getulus OopQy Kep. 
Xat. Mus., 914. 

Size larger than 0. g. sayi ; ventrals 210-224: subcaudals 
40-53; reaches a length of 1,800 mm. 

Black, crossed by transverse bands of white or pale yellow, one 
and a half or two scales wide, at intervals of from five to ten 
scales, generally bifurcating on the flanks and joining the anterior 
and posterior ones, thus forming a chain-like pattern enclosing a 
series of black dorsal blotches. An occasional Florida specimen 
has some scales in the black areas with light centres. Two speci- 
mens, one from Florida and one from Alabama, now in the 
Zoological Gardens, have narrow white bauds crossing the back, in 
one at intervals of seven, and in the other of ten scales, without 
bifurcating. The belly is white or yellow, with black blotches: 
top of head black, nearly all the plates marked with white or 
yellow: labials yellow, heavily margined with black. 0. g. niger 
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does not ap])ciir to me to be more than a melauistic condition, 
a])proaclies to which occur in all subspecies of 0. gctnlus, 

JIab. — Southern New Jersey to Florida and Louisiana; chiefly 
in the Atlantic States. 



Ophibolus getulus boylii B. and G. 

Ophibolus Boylii B. and G., 1. c., S2 ; 0. fj. boylii Cope, 1. r., 613, and 
Kep. Nat. Mus., 919 ; Coronella yeiuln (part) Boul., 1. c., II, 197 ; 
Lampropeltis boylUXim I)en., 1. c., 169. 

Smaller than 0. (j, sayl ; scales in 23 rows (occ. 25); vcntrals 
218-255; subcaudals 46-G0. The largest measurement given by 
Mr. Van Denburg is 1,089 mm. (tail 135). 

The body is black or brownish, with rings of white or yellow 
about two scales wide on the back, which widen on the sides until 
they are wider than the black interspaces; sometimes the direction 
of the rings is oblique, so that on the belly and even on the back 
the ends alternate, instead of meeting; the top of the head is 
black with small light spots and the snout is white or yellow. One 
of two living specimens lately received from Yuma, Ariz., by 
courtesy of Mr. Herbert Brown, has the light bands only indicated 
by white spots on a few lateral scales, across the l)ack there being 
no more than a brown shade on the deep black of the body color; 
the top of the head is wholly black, the lower labials white, 
heavily margined with black. 

Hal). — Nevada, Arizona and California. 



Ophibolus getulus californiae Blainville. 

Coluber ( Ophis) californm Blain., Nonv. Ann. dn Mus., 1835, 292 ; 
B. and G., I, r., 153 ; 0. (j. California} Cope, 1. r., 614, and Kep. Nat. 
3Ius , 922 ; Coronella yetula (part) Boul., 1. c., II, 197 ; Lampropeltis 
calif or nice Van Den., I, c., 172. 

The relations of this snake to 0. y. boylii are uncertain, and it 
is quite possible that the specimens known are but abnormal color 
variations of that species; there are usually 23 rows of scales: 
oculars 1-2 (3); temporals 2-3 ; ventrals 226-230; subcaudals 
50-58. The body is black or brownish with little constancy in the 
markings; at times more or less of the white rings of boylii are 
present, but broken up and interspersed with short longitudinal 
white stripes, and according to INIr. Van Denburg, there is a 
wliite or yellow stripe or series of spots on the back; the head is 
colored as in boylllj and the belly is yellow or white, with or with- 
out black blotches. 
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Mr. Vail Denburg’s largest specimen measiirecl 391 mm. (tail 
41). 

Ilab. — Southern California and Lower California. 

Ophibolus zonatus Blainville. 

Coluber {Zacholus) zonatus Blain., 1. c., 293; Ophibolus 2^I/rr7(omelas 
Cope, 1. c.y ()10, and Kep. Nat. Mus., 907 ; Coronella zoiiata Boul., 

I, c,, II, 202 ; Lampropdtis zonatus Van Den., 1. c., 1(17. 

Size rather smaller than boyUl^ body slender; scutellation gen- 
erally as in that form; oculars 1 (2)-2; upper labials 7 (6): 
temporals 2 (l)-3 (2); scales in 21-23 rows; veutrals 199-224; 
siibcaudals 45-G6. Length about 900 mm. (tail one-sixth). 

The body is encircled by narrow white or yellow rings, between 
which are black ones, which are more or less replaced or divided 
by red; all the rings are narrow, and the red is more pronounced 
anteriorly, being often altogether absent on the hinder part of the 
body; liead yellow^ with a black baud across the middle and an- 
other on the nape. 

Mr. Boulenger, as it appears to me rightly, has referred this 
species to zonatus of Blainville. 

Hab. — Arizona and soutliern California. 

Ophibolus rhombomaculatus Holbrook, 

Coronella rhombomaculata, Holb., 1. r., Ill, 103, PI. 23; 0. rhombo- 
macuhdus L. and G., I, 8G ; Cope, 1. c., 610, and Pep. Nat. INIus., 
903 ; Coronella e.alUgaster (part) Boul., 1. c., II, 198 ; Lamx>ropeltis 
rhoniboniaculatus Stej,, Ih'oc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 1891, 503. 

Size moderate; body cylindrical and rigid; oculars 1-2; tem- 
porals 2-3; upper labials 7; anterior chin shields longest; scales 
in 23-21 rows: veutrals 200-212; subcaudals 44-51. 

Length 790 mm. (tail 110). 

Body color pale brown, with a dorsal series of small dark brown 
blotches with indistinct black borders; these are about eight or 
nine scales wide and not more than two long, and may number as 
many as fifty on the body; tlie interspaces are wider than the 
spots; a series of irregular small blotches on the side, often alter- 
nating with the dorsals and reaching the veutrals, the lower end 
sometimes breaking of! and forming a detached spot on the end of 
the veutrals; belly yellowish white clouded with i:>ale brown; no 
head bauds, nor spots on the nape; a narrow oblique streak behind 
the eye; labials whitish slightly margined with dark brown. 
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I lab. — From the District of Columbia to South Carolina and 
west to the Alleghenies, Xot common. 

Ophibolus calligaster Harlan. 

Coluber callifjaster Harl., Jour, Acad. Phila., 1827, 359 ; 0. calUgaa- 
ter Cope, 1. c., 610, and Keii. 2sat. ^lus,, 905 ; Coronella calligaster 
(part) Boul., 1. c., II, 19'<. 

Larger than rhombomaeulata^s ; oculars 1-2; temj)orals 2-3; 
upper labials 7 ; anterior chin shields longest; scales in 25 rows; 
ventrals 198-210; siibcaudals 41-()5. Length 1,180 mm. (tail 
165). 

Body color pale grayish brown; a dorsal series of subquadrate 
blotches, dark brown with narrow black borders, two to three 
scale.s long, eight to ten wide, somewhat einargiuate before aud 
behind; the interspaces are about equal to the spots; a smaller 
alternating series on the sides, which often form irregular vertical 
bars, and a third on the outer I'ow of scales aud ends of the 
ventrals; belly yellowish, with or without square black blotches on 
the centre. The head markings arc sometimes very elaborate; in a 
beautiful specimen formerly in the collection of the Zoological 
Society, from ^Minnesota, the top of the head was yellowish, with 
a brown baud across the prefrontals; an arrow-headed mark, 
brown with a black border, the base on the frontal and apex just 
behind the parictals; a brown spot on the hinder end of the supra- 
oculars aud a faint dark oblique streak behind the eye. Labials 
yellow. An elongated brown blotch with black border, on each 
side, running back from the parietals to the neck. The markings 
are, however, not always as distinct; a second living specimen, from 
^Missouri, has the whole color darker, the lateral spots quite 
obscure, no dark blotches on the ventrals, aud the head markings 
indistinct. The general aspect of this snake is very like rhom- 
homacnhdns, but it has 25 rows of scales; the ground color is 
grayish browm ; the doi'sal spots are less narrow’, and the head 
bands almost ahvays distinguish it at a glance. 

Hab. — Indiana to ^Minnesota and southw’est to Kansas and 
northern Texas. Has been once reported from central Ohio. 

STILOSOMA A. E. Brown. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1890, 199 ; Cope, 1. c., 595, and Itep. Xat. 5Ius,, 
924 ; Boiil., 1. c., II, 325. 

Alaxillary teeth small, smooth, subequal; body very slender aud 
cylindrical; head not distinct; tail short; iuternasals frequently 
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fused ])refroDtals; one nasal; no lorcal; })reocuIar usually 

distinct; prefrontals and parietals in contact with labials; scales 
smooth without pits; aual entire. 

Stilosoma extenuatum A. E. Brown. 

Proc. Acad. Phila.j 1890, 190 ; Cope, 1. c., 595, and Kcp. Xat. Mus,, 
924; Poul., 1. c., II, 825; Stejneger (fide Lceuuberg), Proc. U. S. 
Nat. Mus., 1894, 323. 

Maxillary teeth 10-11, about equal in size; mandibular teeth 
12. Body very slender, its diameter contained about one hun- 
dred times in its length; snout rather prominent; head scales 
variable; of nine specimens which I have examined, six have the 
internasals fused with the prefrontals, one has a distinct internasal 
on one side; two have the preocular fused with the frontal; in all 
the loreal is absent and the prefrontals and parietals are in contact 
with the labials; upper labials 0; third and fourth in orbit, fifth 
largest; lower labials, 5; post-oculars 2; temporals 1~1; 2 or 3 
pairs of chin shields; scales smooth in 19 rows; ventrals 223- 
260; subcaudals 33-40. Length 575 mm. (tail 50). 

Body color silvery gray, with 60-70 irregular dark-brown dorsal 
spots with blackish border, on the body and about twelve on the 
tail; on the dorsal line the interspaces are mottled with pale red; 
belly blotched with black which extends on the sides and often 
breaks into lateral spots; on the sides the scales are finely punctu- 
lated with black; a dark patch on the parietals, with a smaller one 
on each side of the neck; a dark post-ocular streak ; forepart of 
head, chin and throat maculated with black. 

Hab — Known only from Marion and Orange counties, Florida. 

CARPHOPHIS Gcrvais. 

Diet. d’Hist. Nat., Ill, 191 (1849) ; CeliUa B. and G., ?. r., 129; iUtr- 
phop/fiops Cope, 1. c , 596, and Rep. Nat. Mus., 734 ; Carphophu 
Boul, 1. c., II, 321. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, subequal; a loreal; internasals one, two 
or ab.seut: one nasal; no preocular; scales smooth, without pits, in 
13 rows; anal divided; size very small; head flat and not distinct. 

Hab. — North America. 

Carphohis ani^aas Siy. 

Coluber amosnus Say, Jour. Acad. Phila., IV, 237 (1825) ; Ceh/tn 
nmcena B. and G., L c., 129 ; Cehtta hehna; Kenu., Proc. Acad, 
Phila., 1859. 100 ; Cen'phophiops (unonius and C. vermin Cope, 1. r., 
596, 597 ; Catphopliis cnncenus Boul., 1. c., II, 324. 

Head small and flat; internasals often absent; no preocular, 
6 
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the loroal entering the orl)it; post-ocular 1; temporals 1-1 (2); 
13 rows of scales; ventrals 120-134; subcaudals 21-30. 

Length 310 inni. (tail one-sixth). 

Chestnut brown above, dark brown in adults; salmon color 
beneath. 

AVestern specimens usually have but one temporal in the second 
row, and vary a trille in the extension of the belly color on the 
sides; but as the species is a degraded and variable one, it does not 
seem nocessary to regard tliem as distinet. 

Ilab. — New England to Kansas and southward. 



FARANCIA Cray. 

Zool. Misc., 68 (1842) ; B. and G., 1. c., 123 ; Cope, 1. c., 604, and Bep. 

Nat. Mils., 740; Boul., 1. e. , II, 290. 

Alaxillary teeth smooth, subecpial; one loreal; one internasal; 
one nasal half divided; no preocular; scales smooth, without pits, 
in 19 rows; anal divided; size moderately large; body cylindrical 
and rigid ; head not very distinct. 

llab. — North America. 

Farancia abacura Holbrook. 

Colnher ahacurus Holb., No. Am. Ilerp., I, 119, PI. 23 (1836) ; 

Farancia ahacitra B. and G., I c., 123; Cope, L c., 604, and Bep. 

Nat. .AIus., 741 ; Boul., I c., II, 291. 

Head small and hardly distinct from the body; one internasal; 
one nasal, half divided; no preocular, the loreal and prefrontal 
entering the orbit; post-orbitals 2; temporals 1-2; upper labials 
7; 19 rows of scales; ventrals 108-20G; subcaudals 34-49. Or- 
dinary specimens are about 1,000 mm. long, but it reaches 1,400 
(tail one-sixth to one-seventh). 

Bluish black above with vertical red spots on the sides ; belly 
red in life. 

Hab. — North Carolina to Louisiana; possibly in Yirtrinia. 



ABASTOR Gray. 

Cat. Snakes Br. Miis., 78 ; B. and G., 1. c., 125 ; Cope, L c., 603 ; Boul., 
I c., II, 289. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, subequal; one loreal; two internasals; 
one nasal, half divided below the nostril; no preocular; scales 
smooth, without pits, in 19 rows; anal divided; size moderate; 
head not distinct; body cylindrical and rigid. 

Hab. — N orth America. 
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Abastor erythrogrammus Duiulin. 

Coluber crnthro(iranon}(x Hist. des. L‘ept.» 0:^ PI. So (1S03) ; 

Abasior er/ft/trof/raunuus IP and (P, f. c. , 12.*); Cope, L c., 003, and 
Kep. Nat. Mns., 73s ; lloul., I c., 11, 200. 

Head scarcely larger Uian tlie body; two small interna.sals; no 
preocular, the loreal and prefrontal entering orl)it; post-oculars 
2; temporals 1-2; uj)per labials 7; ventrals 157-lSo; subcaudals 
37-57). Length 9S0 imn. (tail 130). 

Bluish bhude above with three longitudinal red stripes; belly 
salmon color or reddish, with a series of bluish black spots on the 
ends of the ventrals; head dark, the plates sometimes with yellow 
margins; labials yellow, each with a dark spot. 

Hab. — North Carolina to the Gulf coast; found once in Vir- 
ginia by lb‘of. Co])e. 

VIRGINIA-^ B. and G. 

1. c., 127 ; Cope, L c,, ADO, and Pep. Nat. Mas., 1006 ; Boul., I c,, It, 
288. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, subequal; a loreal; two intcrnasals; two 
nasals; no preocular; scales smooth, without pits, in 15-17 rows; 
anal divided; size small; head distinct. 

Hab. — North America. 

Scales in 15 rows; 2 preoculars, 1. T7 Viderlw, 

Scales in 17 rows; 1-3 preoculars, 2. F. eleejans, 

Virginia valeriae B. and G. 

1. c.y 127 ; Cope, 1. c. , 599, and Pep. Nat. 5Ius., lOOG ; Bonl., 1. c., II, 
280. 

Head scales normal ; oculars 2-2; temporals 1-2; upper labials 
0; scales wade, in 15 rows; ventrals 115-127; subcaudals 25-37. 
Length 280 mm. (tail 40). 

Yellowish or grayish brown, usually with small black dots form- 
ing longitudinal lines; belly dull yellow. 

Hab. — ^Maryland west to the Mi.ssissippi ; apparently not in 
Texas. 

Virginia elegans Kcnnicott. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1859, p. 99 ; Cope, 1. c., 509, and Pep. Nat. Mus., 
1007 ; Bold., L c., II, 289. 

Exactly like F. valerla\ but the sealcs are narrower and in 17 
row’s and the post-oculars vary from one to three. 

^^Prof. Cope places Virgi/iiu among the genera in which the dorsal hypapo- 
physes are coniinned to the tail. This is certainly not the case in one spi'ci- 
inen of F elegans which I h.ive examined for this character. 
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A specimen in my collection, from Bay St. Louis, 3Iiss., 186 
mm. long (tail 27), lias seven upper labials on one side; ventrals 
117; subcaudals 29. 

Ilab. — Southern Illinois to Texas. 

FICIMIA Gray. 

Cat. Snakes, 80 (1849); Gyalopium Cope, ?. c., 603, and Rep. Xal. 
31 us., 047 ; Ficiraia Boul., h c., II, 270. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, equal; rostral enters between iuternasals 
and pref rentals, its upper border projeeting; two internasals; one 
nasal, half divided, its anterior portion usually fused with the fiivst 
labial; no loreal; one preocular; scales smooth, with pits, in 17 
rows; anal divided; size moderate; head not very distinct. 

Hab. — Southwestern United States and 3Iexico. 

Ficimia cana Cope. 

Gyalopium canum Cope, Proc. Acad. Phila., I860, p. 243; I, c., 603, 
and Rej>. Xat. 3Ius., 017 ; F, canal^o\\\.y 1. c., II, 272. 

Rostral pointed behind, not in contact with the frontal; inter- 
nasals small; nasal fused with the first labial, with a groove down- 
ward and backward from the nostril; no loreal, prefrontals reaching 
labials; oculars 1-2; temporals 1-2; upper labials 7; scales in 17 
rows; ventrals 130-131; subcaudals 28. Length about 205 mm. 
(tail 28). 

Reddish or yellowish, with brown, dark-edged cross-bands, 
about thirt}^ in number, more or less broken into spots on the sides; 
belly yellowish white; a brown band across the head in front of 
the orbits, beginning on the labials, and another across the 
parietals. 

Hab. — Western Texas to Arizona. 

CHILOMENISCUS Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Pliila., 1860, 339 ; 1. c., 593, and Rep. Xat. 31 us., 948 ; 
Boul., 1. c., II, 272. 

Alaxillary teeth smooth, subequal, the posterior sometimes a little 
enlarged; rostral jmominent and separating ihe iuternasals; no 
loreal; one nasal, fused with the interuasal; one preocular; scales 
smooth, with pits, in 13 rows; anal divided; size small; head not 
distinct. 

Hab. — Xevada to Sonora; Lower California. 
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Prcocular toiicliiug nasal ; black cross-bands on back, 

1. C. cphippicus. 

Preocular not touching nasal; black rings around body, 

2. C. cincius, 

Chilomeniscus ephippicus Cope, 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 18T5, 85 ; 1. c., 594 ; Rep. Nat. 3Ius., 951 ; Boul., 
I i\, II, 278. 

Head small with prominent snout; scales in 13 rows; rostral just 
reaches the prefrontals; nasal cdongated and touching the pre- 
ocular; oculars 1-2; temporals 1-1; upper labials 7; ventrals 
100-1 13; subcaudals 22-28* Length 235 mm. (tail 30). 

A'ellow or red with a .series of black cro.ss-bands, the ends of 
which are rounded: on the tail they nearly form rings; the inter- 
spaces are quite as wide as the bands; belly white; top of head 
black ; snout red. 

Hal). — Nevada and xArizona; probably southern California. 
Chilomeniscus cinclus Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 18GI, 803 ; O. straminenfi clnctus Cope, L c., 591 ; 

0. stvamincm (part) Boub, 1. c., II, 273; C. ductus Cope, Rep. 
Nat. Mils., 952. 

Very similar to C\ ephippicuSy but the nasal is separated from 
the preocular by the prefrontals, which reach the labials. Color 
reddish^ white; body completely encircled by black rings which are 
narrower on the belly. 

But three specimens are known, and the full value of tne char- 
acters are in doubt. 

Hab. — Lower California and southern Arizona. 

CEMOPHORA Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 18G0, 244; L c., 602, and Rep, Nat. Mas., 928 ; 
Bold., L c., II, 218 ; Rhinostoma B. and G., I, c., 118. 

Maxillary teeth smooth, longer behind, no interspace; a loreal; 
one or two preoculars; one nasal, sometimes divided; rostral 
slightly projecting; scales smooth, with pits, in 19 rows; anal 
entire; size moderate; head not distinct. 

Hab. — North America. 

Cemophora coccinea Blumenbach, 

Coluber coedneus Blum., Voigt’s Mag. of Phys., 1788, 11, PI. 1 ; Rhi- 
uostoma coednea B. and G., L r., 118; CemophoTa coednea Cope, 

1. c., G02, and Rep. Nat. Mas., 928 ; Boub, 1. c., II, 214. 

Body slender; head not distinct; snout projecting; eye small; 
one nasal, half divided or double; loreal small; oculars 1 (2)-2 
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(1); teniporjils 1 (2)-2; up])er lal)ials G or 7; scales in 10 rows; 
ventrals 15G-188; sul)cau(lals oo-45. Lengtli 5G0 min. (tail 80). 

Back scarlet, crossed by ])airs of 'olack liands, each pair enclos- 
ing a whitish or yellow one about three scales wide; most scales in 
the yellow band arc dotted witii black; belly yellowish, un- 
marked; toj) of head red or yellow, with a black bar between the 
orbits. 

Ilab. — ^^outli Carolina and Florida, west to tlic ^Iississij)pi, 
RHINOCHILUS B. ando. 

I, c., 120 ; Cope, L r., 60>, and Hep. Xat. 030 ; Boul., L c., II, 

212 . 

Maxillary teeth smooth, increasing posteriorly, no interspace; 
one loreal ; one or two preoculars; two internasals; two nasals; 
rostral somewhat ])rojecting; scales smooth, w'ith jhts, in 17-23 
rows; anal entire; subcaudals usually entire; size medium; head 
slightly distinct. 

Hab. — Xorth and South America, 

Rhinochilus lecontii 1C and G. 

1. 120 ; Cope, 1. c., OOG, and Rep. Xat. 3Ius., 931 ; Bold., 1. c., II, 

212; Van Den., 1. c,, 174. 

Body moderately stout; head scales normal; one large pre- 
ocular, occasionally with a small one below; tw’o post-oculars; tem- 
porals 2-3 (one in my collection has a small additional temporal 
in the first row on one side); upper labials 8; scales in 23 row's; 
ventrals 189-212; subcaudals 40-55, not divided. The largest I 
have seen, measured 9G5 mm. (tail 135). 

There is a series of blotches on the back, alternating black and 
red or orange: the red ones nearly quadrate, the black ones 
transversely w'ider; on the sides, below' the blotches, some scales 
are marked w'ith black or yellow'; belly white or yellow', with 
black blotches on the ends of some ventrals. A living specimen 
from Becos, Tex., has tw'cnty-seven brilliant scarlet blotches on 
the bodv and tw’elve on the tail; below' the scarlet blotches each 
scale is yellow' with a black centre, w'hile on the corresponding por- 
tion of the black areas, which extend to the fourth row', each scale 
has a yellow' centre; many of the scales in the outer row's are 
tinged W'ith red. The snout in front of the frontal plate is red, 
behind tliat black, each scale marked w'ith yellow'. Labials 
vcllow', all the u])]>cr ones posterior to the third, heavily margined 
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\vitli black. A second specimen is very similar in color, but the 
blac'k on the ends of the ventrals often runs up on the scales to 
about the fourth row. 

According to ]Mr. ^’’an Dcnbiirg, the spots on the back, which 
ordinarily are red, are at times white, but I have never myself 
seen such a specimen. 

Hab. — Southwestern Kansas and western Texas to California. 

HYPSIGLENA Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Pliila., 18G0, 34G ; 1. c., G17, and Rep. Xat. 'Slus., 052 ; 
Bold., I. c., II, 208, 

Posterior maxillary teeth strongly enlarged, smooth, diacran- 
terian; one loreal; two internasals; two nasals; vertical, elliptical 
pupil; .scales smooth, with pits, in 19-21 rows; anal divided; size 
medium to small; head distinct. 

Hab. — Korth and Central America. 

Hypsiglena ochrorhyncha Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Pliila., 18G0, p. 24G ; L e., GIT, and Rep. Kat. ]\Ius., 953 ; 
Boiil., 1. c., II, 209 ; JL chlorophauf, //. ochrorhyncha and II. 
texana Stej., No. Am. Fauna, Ao. T, 205. 

Size small; body round; head distinct; head plates normal; 2 
nasals; 1 loreal; 1 large preocular, with usually a small one below 
it; post-oculars 2; labials 8; temporals 1-2; scales in 21 rows; 
ventrals 168-187; subcaudals 40-55. 

Length 320 mm. (tail 60). 

Gray or yellowish, with a dorsal series of dark-brown blotches 
and two alternating series on each side; a dark stripe through 
each eye, running back to the nape, and a median one between 
them; upper surface of head and labials faintly dotted with 
brown; belly white. 

The convexity of the head attributed to H. texana Stejn. 
appears to me abnormal, and the difference in the lateral head 
stripe is trivial. 

Hab. — Texas to southern California; northern Mexico. 

RHADINEA Cope. 

Proc. Acad. Pliila, , 1863, 100, and Ifromin.ts, h c., Gl8 ; Liophis 
(part) and Uhadinea Boul,, 1. c. II, 127 and IGO ; Rhadinca Cope, 
llep. Xat. Mus., 754. 

Posterior maxillary teeth slightly lengthened, smooth, sometimes 
a slight interspace; one loreal; one preocular; two iuteruasals; two 
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nasals; scales smooth, without pits, in 15-21 rows; anal divided; 
size very small; head distinct, 

Ilab. — North and South America, 

Rhadinea flavilata Cope. 

D romicus jlai'ilatus Cope, Proc. Acad. Phila., 1871, p. 222, and 1. c., 
dl8 ; Liophis finvilnlna IjouI., 1. c., II, 143; Rha(Une(i> flavilata 
Cope, Trans. Am. Phil. Soc., XVIII, 202 (1895), and Rep. Nat. 
3Ins., 750. 

Head slightly distinct; maxillary teeth 12-13, the last two 
enlarged and separated from the others by a slight interval ; man- 
dibular teeth 17, suberpial; head plates normal; loreal obliquely 
quadrangular; nasal indistinctly divided above and below the 
nostril; one large preocular; two post-oculars, the lower one small; 
temporals 1-2; upper labials 7; lower labials 8; posterior chin 
shields longest and separated behind; scales in 17 rows, smooth, 
without pits; veutrals 126-129; subcaudals 66-77. 

Length 270 mm. (tail 77). 

Reddish brown above, somewhat lustrous in life, each scale 
finely dotted with dark brown; belly light yellow, invading the 
edges of the two outer rows of scales; toj) of head a little darker 
than the back and indistinctly veriniculated with light brown; a 
faint dark band from the rostral to the temporals, slightly bordered 
above with yellow and below with black; labials colored like the 
veutrals, the upper ones slightly spotted with dark brown. The 
foregoing description is taken from two living specimens, one from 
Florida and one from Bay St. Louis, ]Miss. 

As none of the three examples of this rare snake wdiich I have 
examined, possess scale pits, it cannot be placed in Liophis, as is 
done by Boulenger, l)ut falls into tlie section of Rhadinea with 
slightly diacrauteriau dentition. 

Hab, — North Carolina to Florida and Mississippi, 

HETERODON Latreillc. 

Hist, des Rept., IV., 32 (1800); B. ami G., I, r., 51 ; I, c., Cope, 153, 
ami Rep. Nat. 5Ius., 700; BoiiL, L c., II., 153. 

Posterior maxillary teeth mucli enlarged, smooth, an interspace; 
body stout; head long and slightly distinct; snout short; rostral 
stromrly i)rojecting and recurved; a small plate behind the rostral; 
sometimes a number of small scales separating iutcrnasals and pre- 
frontals; eye surrounded by a circle of scales; 1 loreal; 2 nasals, 
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occasionally a small post-iia?al below; scales keeled, with two pits, 
in 28-25 rows; anal divided. 

ITab. — North America. 

The sand snakes,’’ ‘‘ hog-nosed snakes,” or blowing 
vipers,” as they are variously called, are able to expand and flatten 
the anterior portion of the body when alarmed, and thereby to 
assume a threatening aspect, as in the cobras, but they are abso- 
lutely harmless. 



Kei) to the Species, 

a . — Rostral narrower than space between eyes: 

No scales between prefrontals; size larger, 

1. II. platyrhhius, 

Prefrontals separated by scales; size smaller, 2. II. snnus. 
h. — Rostral as broad as space between eyes: 

Prefrontals and interiiasals separated by scales, 

3. II. nasicus. 

Heterodon platyrhinus Latreille. 

2. c. 32 ; II. phiti/ehlnos, IT. coymUns, IT. nUjer aiul II. atmodes B. 
and G., 1. c., 51-57 ; /j. phitiirhiniis Cope, 1. c., (343, and Rep. Nat. 
Mus., 701; BouL, 1. r., 11, 151. 

Largest of the genus; maxillary teeth 11-12, the last two much 
enlarged and separated by a wide interval ; 1, sometimes 2, small 
azygous plates behind the rostral, separating internasals; usually 
without small plates between the prefrontals; frontal a little longer 
than broad; 9—11 scales in the orbital ring, in addition to the 
supraoculars; upper labials 8 (9); temporals 4 (3)-5; 1 pair of 
chin shields; scales usually in 25 rov;s (occ. 28); ventrals 120- 
150; subcauclals 37-GO. Length 810 mm. (tail 158). 

Color variable, sometimes entirely black above; u.sually brown, 
reddish brown or yellow, with a dorsal series of dark brown or 
black spots, separated by narrow interspaces, one and a half or 
two scales wide; a lateral alternating series of small dark blotches, 
and sometimes traces of a third; belly greenish white, yellowish 
or reddish, often clouded with dusky; two dark blotches on the 
nape, a baud across the prefrontals and an oblique streak behind 
the eye. 

Hab. — New Jersey west to the Missouri river, and south to 
Florida and Texas. 
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Heterodon simus E. 

Co'jihcr sioius L., Syst. Xiil., Ed. XU, 375 ; JI. si/nffs 1>. and Cl., 1. r., 
50 ; Cope, 1. c., G43, and liep. Xat. 3Ins., 770; Jloul., 1. II, 15G. 

Smaller t\ydu platijrhiiios ; snout niodorate; maxillary teetli 10- 
11; o to 9 scales, in addition to the azygous ])late separating the 
internasals and prefrontals; frequently a small subpost-nasal; 
frontal as broad as long; 10-11 scales in orbital ring; labials 8; 
temporals small ; 1 pair of cliin shields; scales iii 25 rows (rarely 
27); ventrals 114-134; siibcaudals 30-55. Length 490 mm. 
(tail 90). 

Color usually grayish or yellowish brown, with the dorsal scries 
of spots blackish brown, separated l>y narrow interspaces usually 
tinged with yellow; one or two scries of small blackish blotches on 
the sides; belly white or yellow, more or less ebuded with dusky; 
two dark l)lotches on the nape, parietals blackish, the bar on pre- 
frontals and post-ocular streak present. In some color phases this 
form resembles both of the other species; but may always be known 
from platyrhinus by the small jdates belund the rostral being from 
4-10, instead of one or two; and from nfmeas by tlie presence of 
two more scale rows and a much lighter abdomen. 

ITab. — Ueorgia and Florida to the l\[ississii)pi. 

Heterodon nasicus U. and G. 

L r., 61 ; If. n. nusicuR and //. n, Kennerhji, Cope, 1. r., 641, and 
Itep. Xat. 773, 773; II. uaskus Boul., 1. c., II, 156. 

Snout very short and much recurved ; maxillary teeth 8-10; 
azygous plates as in sh)uui, sometimes 20 or more; 10-11 scales in 
orbital ring; as a rule no inferior post-nasal; sometimes an addi- 
tional loreal; upper labials 8; 1 pair of chin shields; scales in 23 
rows; ventrals 128-141); siibcaudals 32-45 (a specimen in my col- 
lection has one or two subcaadals undivided). The largest I have 
seen, came from Pecos, Tex., and measured GIO mm. (tail 78); 
another, 555 mm. (tail 100). 

Grayish brown, sometimes yellow on the back; a dorsal and tw’o 
lateral rows of spots, usually smaller than in simus and often not 
distinct, sometimes the dorsal spots arc only indi(uited by a darker 
shade; the belly is whitish witli black blotches, usually entirely 
black in the centre; three elongated black blotches on the nape; 
an oblique streak behind the eye; a narrow* band across the frontal 
4 ind another on the prefrontals; parietal.^ blackish. 

TIab. — ^fontaiia to Texas and Aiizona; northern ^Mexico. 
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TRIMORPHODON Cope. 

Proc. Ac;uL Pliila., 18G1, 297 ; 1. c., G7S, and Pep. Nat. 1101 ; 

Boul., I 0 ., III. 53. 

Posterior maxillury teeth elongated, grooved aiul separated l)y an 
interval; anterior teeth elongated; 2 loreals; 1 or 2 preoculars ; 2 
interuasals; 2 nasals; pupil vertical; scales smooth, with pits, in 
21-27 rows; anal divided; size medium. 

Hab. — North America and Mexico. 

Trimorpliodoii lyrophanes Cope. 

1. e., 297 ; he., 079, aud Ptep. Nat. ]Mus., 1102 ; Boul., 1. c., Ill, 50. 

Seven maxillary teeth; head distinct; head plates normal; 2 
loreals, one in front of the other; 2 preoculars, usually a small 
subocular; 3 post-oculars; labials 9; scales in 21 rows; ventrals 
230; subcaudals 70. Length 710 mni. (tail 110). 

Light gray; deep brown spots, in pair.s, on the back (21 pairs in 
the type specimen); an irregular series of lateral spots; belly 
white, with small dark spots on the ends of some ventrals; head 
light gray, banded with darker. 

Hab. — Arizona and Lower California. 

SIBON Fitzinger. 

Nene Class Kept., 29 (t.^2G) ; Cope, 1. r., G7G, and Pep. Nat. ]\Ius., HOG; 
Leptodira (part) Boul., 1. r., Ill, 

Posterior maxillary teeth elongated, grooved and separated by 
an interspace; 1 loreal; 1 to 3 preoculars; 2 nasals; 2 interuasals; 
pupil vertical; scales smooth, with pits, in 19-25 rows; anal 
divided; size moderate. 

Hah. — North and South xVmerica. 

Cope appears to be justified in separating the American species 
with divided anal, from the Asiatic with single anal; Leptodira 
Gunther having included both, au arraugemeut which is followed 
by Bouleuger. 

Sibon septentrionalis Kennicott. 

Dipsas sejdentHonalls Kenn.. U. S. ^lex. Bound. Surv., II, 16, PI. 8, 
fig. I ; Siho)i septentrlorude Coj)p, L c., G7S, and Rep. Nat. ^lus., 
1107 ; Leptodira septeutrionalis Boul., 1. c., Ill, 93. 

Head very distiuct; body tapering; head scales normal; 3 
preoculars, the lower oue very small; post-oculars 2; temporals 
1-2: labials 8; scales in 21-23 rows; ventrals 194; subcaudals 
35-72. Length 750 mm. (tail about one-fifth). 
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Grayi^^h or yellow above, with dark-brown saddle-s^haped spots, 
six or eight scales long and nearly reaching the ventrals; belly 
yellowish; top of head and part of the upper labials light brown 
with blackish markings; an indistinct pale band across the nape. 

Ilab. — Texas to Arizona; northern Mexico. 

ERYTHROLAMPRUS Wagler. 

Syst. Ampb., 187(1830) ; Cope, 1. r., G7G ; Boul., 1. e., Ill, I99 ; Conic- 
phancs Cope, Rep. Nat. 3Ius., I09G. 

Posterior maxillary teeth elongated, grooved and separated by 
an interspace; 1 loreal; 1 or 2 preoculars; 2 nasals; pupil round; 
scales smooth, without pits, in 15-25 rows; anal divided; size 
moderate. 

Hab. — Xortli and South America. 

Erythrolamprus imperialis Baird. 

Ta^niophU imperialis Biird, U. S. Mex. Bound. Surv., II, 23, PI. XIX> 
fij<. I ; B, imperialis Cope, I, c., G7G ; Boul., 1. c.. Ill, 206 ; Conio- 
phaues imperialis Cope, Kep. Nat. Mus., 1097. 

Head not very distinct; size small; head shields normal; 2 
nasals; 1 loreal; oculars 1-2; temporals 1-2; upper labials 8 (7); 
scales in 19 rows; ventrals 120-143; subcaudals 67-94. Length 
about 410 mm. (tail 160). 

Light brown, with a blackish vertebral stripe, and one on each 
side; scales below the lateral stripes pale brown; a yellow line with 
black edges from nostril to temporals; upper labials whitish, dotted 
with black; belly reddish, sometimes with black dots. 

Hab. — Southern Texas to Central America. 

TANTILLA B. and G. 

1. c., 131 ; Cope, 1. c., 597, and Rep. Nat. Miis., 1110 ; llomalocrania m^^ 
Boul., 1. c.. Ill, 212. 

Posterior maxillary teeth slightly elongated, grooved and sepa- 
rated by an interspace; no loreal; 1 preocular; 2 nasals; 2 inter- 
nasals; scales smooth, without pits, in 15 rows; anal divided; size 
small ; head flat and not very distinct. 

Hab. — Xorth and South America. 

Tantilla is preferred to Ifomalocraniiim for the reasons given under 
Storeria, 
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Key to the Species in United States. 

tf . — Upper labials 7: 

— A yello^Y or white collar on nape: 

A black baud behind collar; veutrals less than 158, 

1 . T. coronata. 

Black dots behind collar; ventrals more than 1G7, 

2. T. ciseni. 

h\ — No collar on nape; head black, . , 3. 2\ nigriceps. 

h. — Upper labials 6, A. T. gracilis. 

Tantilla coronata B. and G. 

J. c., 131 ; Cope, 1. e., 598, and Itep. Nat. ]\Ius., 1114; Ilomalocranium 
coronal um Boul., Ill, 218. 

Size small and slender; head not distinct; head plates normal; 
no loreal; posterior nasal in contact with preocular; oculars 1-2; 
temporals 1-1 (2); upper labials 7; scales in 15 rows; ventrals 
138-158; subcaudals 35-58. Length 220 nim. (tail 35). 

Reddish brown above; belly whitish; top of head dark brown 
with a yellow cross-band behind the parietals, bordered behind by 
a black one two scales wide. 

Hab. — Gulf States; Georgia to ^Mississippi. 

Tantilla eiseni Stejneger. 

Proc. U. 8. Nat. Mus., 1895, 117. 

Size rather larger; post-nasal almost separated from the pre- 
ocular by the prefrontal; ventrals 107-181; subcaudals 58-65. 
Length 365 mm. (tail 82). Much resembling T. coronata ^ but 
with a more slender body, a longer tail and a greater number of 
ventrals and subcaudals. The only specimens known have been 
more than twenty years inspirits, but from Mr. Stejneger’s descrip- 
tion the color must have been like coro)iata^ but the collar was 
bordered behind by black dots in place of a band. 

Hab. — Seven specimens known, all from Fresno, California. 
Tantilla nigriceps Kennicott. 

IToc. Acad. Phila., I860, 328; Cope, ?. c., 598, and Pep. Nat. Mus., 
1113; II. pla?iiaps (part) Boul., 1. c\, III, 226. 

Size small; post-nasal usually in contact with preocular; oculars 
1-1 (2); temporals 1-1; upper labials 7; scales in 15 rows; 
ventrals 121-168; subcaudals 42-66. Length 275 mm. (tail one- 
fifth). 

Yellowish blown above; white underneath; top of head blackish 
brown ; no collar. 
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I\rr. Bouleuger consMors this form identical with Coluber plani- 
ceps Blaiii. ; the type of that species, however, came from ‘Lower 
California, and there is no proof that ulyriccps extends west even 
to California proper. \aii Deuburg does not mention it [ns an 
inhabitant of tlie State, and the evidence of its 'presence "even in 
Arizona is not of the best. 

Hub. — Texas and New ^lexico; possibly Arizona. 

Tantilla gracilis B. .and (i. 

1. r., lo2 ; Copf', 1. r., o9S, and Jvcp. Nat. till ; II. gracilis 

BouL, 1. c., Ill, 22S. 

Size small ; post-nasal occasionally separated from preocular by 
prefrontal; oculars 1-1 ; temporals 1-1; upper labials 6; 15 [rows 
of scales; ventrals 112-137; snbcaiidals 41-51. Length 215 
mm. (tail 43 J. 

Reddish or greenish brown above, some scales speckled with 
darker; belly salmon color in life; top of head dark brown; 
labials yellowish brown. Through the courtesy of Mr. Julius 
Flurter, of St. Louis, the Zoological Society has lately received 
fiv^e living specimens of this little snake, taken by him in Jeflerson 
county, iMo. 

llab — ^Missouri to Texas. 



ELAPS Sclmeider. 

Hist. Ampb., II, 289 (1801); B. and G., 1. c., 21 ; Cope, 1. c., G79, and 
Kep. Nat. Mus., 1119 ; BouL, 1. c„ III, 411. 

A pair of large, perforated poison fangs in front; no other max- 
illary teeth; no loreal; 2 iuternasals; 2 nasals; pupil vertical, 
elliptical; scales smooth, without pits, in 15 rows; anal divided; 
subcaudals single or double, or both; body cylindrical; head not 
very distinct; tail short. 

Hab. — iSorth and South America. 

The snakes of this genus are beautifully ringed with black, re 
and yellow in varying proportions. All are venomous and 
.'Structurally related to the cobras. Several species of harmless 
snakes so nearly resemble them in color, especially the red and 
yellow-ringed forms of Ophibolus doliatus, that novices in herpe- 
tology should beware of handling living specimens presenting the.se 
colors, until assured that they are not dealing with an Elaps. 
There are some twenty-five known species, extending from South 
Carolina to Brazil, two only being found within the United States.’ 
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Snout black; parlelals yellow; first ^Yi(lG ring black, 

1 . ]^J. 

Smmt and parictals black; first wide ring red, 2. JJ. curijxanihnx. 
Elaps fulvius I>. 

Coin, her f nUhiR L., Syst. Nat., Ivl. XII, 3*^1 ; IJh(pfi fulcinSy E. itnrrc 
and E. tri^tis lb and (J., f. c., 21-23; E. fulcius and E. dUfjuis 
Cope, 1. r., G-^0, G->1, and Kep. Xnt. Mns., 1120, 1123>; E, fnU'infi 
(part) r>;)ul., 1. c , III, 422; E. f nidus Kep. V. S. Xat. Mn?;., 

1S93, 359. 

Rostral small, not extending lietween the interuasals, which are 
rather small; oculars 1-2; temporals 1-1 (2); upper labials 7, 
third largest; ventrals 203-237; subcaudals 23-4.3. The largest 
I have seen, measured 030 mm. (tail 70). 

There are 11-17 black rings from seven to ten scales long, and 
the same number of red ones from 8-12 scales long on the body; 
the black ones are bordered before and behind by yellow rings, 
one or two scales long; many scales in the red rings are mottled 
with ])lack; there are three or four black and an erpial number of 
yellow rings on the tail, but no red. Top of the head in advance 
of the parietals is black, followed by a yellow^ ring extending to 
the angle of the mouth; then a black one 5-8 scales long. Ex> 
amples are said to be found in Florida with the l)lack rings much 
narrowed, and the snout red instead of black. These are referred 
by Prof. Cope to E. cUstans Kenn., the type of which was from 
Chihuahua. Such specimens must in any event be very rare, for 
the Zoological Society has received more than eighty Elaps from 
Florida, not one of which has exhibited the characters of distans. 

Hab. — South Carolina to western Texas and up the Mississippi 
valley, occasionally to southern Ohio; northern Mexico. 

Elaps euryxanthus Kennicott. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1*^G9, »337 ; Cope, 1. r., 6S1, and Rep. Xat. 5Iiis., 
1125 ; Bold., I c., Ill, 415 ; Stej., 1. r., 3G2. 

This littledvnown species closely resembles E. fulvius ; the rostral 
is produced posteriorly and extends slightly between the internasals; 
the frontal is very small; the black of the snout extends back over 
the parietals and is followed by a yellow ring, then liy a wide red 
one; the red rings do not show black mottling on the scales. Ven- 
trals 215-241; sul)caudals 21-2i). 

Hab. — Central and southern Arizona; northern Mexico. 



9G 



niOCEEDIXGS OF THE ACADEMY OF 



[Jail,, 



VIPERID^. 

Key to the Genera. 

«. — No rattle, Ancisthodox. 

h. — A rattle: 

Top of head with large plates, Sistrukus. 

Top of head with small scales, Crotalus. 



ANCISTRODON Beauvais. 

TraDS. Amer. Phil, Soc., IV, 3S1 (1799); Aykistrodon aud Toxicophis 
B. and CR, 1. t\, 17-19 ; Ancistrodoii Coiie, 1. c., GSl, and Kep, Xat. 
Mils., 131 ; BduL, I c., Ill, 519. 

A pair of large ereetable, perforated poison fangs in front of 
upper jaw; no other maxillary teeth; a pit between the eye and 
the nostril; no rattle; top of head covered with large plates; scales 
keeled, with pits, in 21-27 rows; anal entire; subcaudals single or 
double, or both; size large to medium. 

Hab. — Asia, North and Central America. 

Key to the Species of the United States. 

No loreal plate; a pair of post-parietals, . , 1. A. piscivorus. 

A loreal plate; no post-parietals, 2. A. eontortri.v. 

Ancistrodon piscivorus Lacfepede. 

Crotalus piscivoms hacep.y Serp., II, 130 and 421 (1789); Toxicophis 
piscivorns and T. ^niynaxld. aud G., 1. r., 19, 20 ; A. jiiscicorus Cope, 
1. c.y 6S3, and Rep. Nat. Mus., 1133 ; Boul., 1. r., Ill, 520 ; Stej., 1. c., 
406. 

Size large; body very stout; tail short, from one-seventh to 
one-sixth of length; head liroad behind, hat on top; snout 
rounded; canthus sharp; head plates normal, but with usually a 
pair of small additional plates behind parietals; no loreal; pre- 
oculars 2, the upper much the largest; post-oculars 2, with one or 
two suboculars; upper lal)ials 8 (occ. 7), the third entering the 
orbit; scales in 2-3 rows, strongly keeled ; ventrals 130-147; sub- 
cauclals 30-48, more or le.ss of which are undivided, usually the 
anterior ones. A S})ecimen from Florida, now living in the 
Zoological Gardens, 1,550 mm. long and 250 mm. in circum- 
ference, is the largest I have ever seen. 

The color pattern is obscure; half -grown examples are usually 
dark chestnut or greenish olive, with blackish l)rown cross-bands 
with irregular Imrders. Older ones become much darker and the 
bands are obscured; belly yellow, clouded with broAvn. Head 
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blackish brown; an oblique streak behind the eye and a yellowish 
white band on the upper labials. 

Ilab. — North Carolina and Florida, through the Gulf^States to 
Texas; up the iNIississippi valley, occasionally to Illinois. 

The name “ water moccasin, properly belonging to this species, 
is often wrongly applied to large, dark individuals belonging to 
Tropidonotus ; but the shape of the head, the presence of the loreal 
pit, and the sharply tapering tail, easily distinguish it. 



Anoistrodon contortrix L. 

Boa contortrix L. Syst. Nat., Ed. XII, 373 ; Agkistrodon contortrix 
B, and G., L c., 17 ; Stej., 1. c., 401 ; Ancistrodon contortrix Cope, 
I, c., 683, and Rep. Nat. Miis., 1135 ; Baul. 1. c,, III, 522. 

Smaller and less stout than A, pisoivorus ; no post-parietal plates; 
loreal present; eye entirely separated from labials by the sub- 
oculars; upper labials 8 (occ. 7); scales in 23 rows (rarely 25); 
ventrals 145-155; subcaudals 31-52, some of the anterior ones 
usually undivided. A large specimen from Pennsylvania measures 
1,000 mm. (tail 130). 

Body color peculiar yellowish pink, often pale dral), crossed by 
irregular brownish red bands with darker borders, wider and often 
with pale centres on the sides; a series of small circular brownish 
red spots on outer rows and ends of the ventrals, anteriorly these 
arc mostly on the ventrals; belly yellowish or pink, sometimes 
maculated with darker; chin and throat yellowish white; sides of 
head cream color; top often bright copper, whence the name 

copperhead.'’ In life, the markings vary greatly in outline and 
richness of color. 

Hab. — IMassachusetts south to Florida; west to Ilhuois, Okla- 
homa and central Texas. 



SISTRURUS Garinan. 

No. Amer. Kept., 110 (1833); Orotalophorus B. and G., I. c., 11 ; 

Cope, 1. c., 684; Sistruriis, Boul., L c., III., 569; Stej., 1. c., 410; 

Cope, Rep. Nat. 2kius., 1140. 

A pair of large erectable, perforated poison fangs in front of 
upper jaw : no other maxillary teeth; loreal pit and rattle present; 
top of head covered with large plates; scales keeled, with pits, in 
21-25 rows; anal and subcaudals not divided; sizes small to 
medium. 

Hab. — North America and ^Mexico. 
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Key to the Species in United States. 

Post-nasal in contact \vitli preocalar; the light line to angle of 

mouth begin at nostril, 1. eatenatns. 

Post-nasal separated from preocular, by loreal ; light line to angle 
of mouth begins at the eve, 2. S. miliar ins. 

Sistrurus catenatus Uafinesque. 

CrotaUnus caienatus Kaf., Amer. Monthly 3Iag., 1818, p. 41. 

Short and stout; tail about one-ninth of length; rattle small: 
head plates normal ; there is no large loreal, and the upper pre- 
ocular is in contact with the post-nasal; occasionally the anterior 
end of the preocular is cutoff, forming a small upper loreal; scales 
in 23-27 rows, one or two of the outer smooth; ventrals 135-157; 
subcaudals 17-34. 

The color is gray, brown or even black, with seven series of 
blotches on the back; the dorsal series dark brown with a narrow 
light border, anteriorly often crescent-shaped, posteriorly becoming 
subcircular; the second series roundish and indistinct, more or less 
alternating with the dorsals; third, vertically elongated, colored 
like the dorsals and opposite to them; fourth small and on the 
outer rows and ends of the ventrals; belly yellowish, more or less 
marked with black. Top of head with a light band across the 
anterior end of frontal; two dark bands running back from the 
supraoculars to the first dorsal spot, and a dark spot between them 
on the parietals and frontal; a dark oblique streak behind the eye 
bordered above and below by a light line, the lower one beginning 
at the nostril and running to the angle of the mouth; two lifrht 
lines from the loreal pit to the labial border. 

It has been customary to divide this species into a northern and a 
southern race, but the characters ascribed to them are less constant 
than has been supposed, and they were, in fact, united by Mr. 
Boulenger; nevertheless, the greater proportion of the individuals 
found within each geographical area do present sufficient differ- 
ences to warrant their separation: 

Scales usually in 25 rows; dorsal spots usually less than 40, 

1. S. e. caienatus. 

Scales usually in 23 rows; dorsal spots usually more than 40, 

2 S. c. eonsors. 
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Sistrurus catenatus catenatus Karincs(iue. 

1. c.y 41 ; Crotalopliorns t( rgeminus and C. Klrtlandil R. ami G., 
1. c.y 14, IG. C. c. C((te/i(ftus Cope, 1. c., G85 ; Sii^trfirus catenatus 
(part) CouL, 1. e., Ill, 570 ; catenatus Stej.j 1. c., 411 ; S. c. eate- 
uatus Cope, Rep. Nat. Mus., I14G. 

In this northern race, the scale rows are usually but occa- 
sionally 23 or 27 ; the dorsal spots are larger and fewer in number 
than in consors, being generally from 37-41 in number, of which 
3-5 are on the tail, but an occasional example has them as numer- 
ous as in the southern form. No. 7,241 Academy coll, is a 
catemdus from Fort Filey, Ivans., with 27 rows of scales and 44 
dorsal blotches, of which 9 are on the tail, leaving the number of 
body spots about as they should be. No. 7,240 has also 27 rows, 
and only 37 spots, with a black belly. Nos. 7,243-44 are two 
interesting specimens, collected together in ^Michigan; the former 
has 23 rows and 37 spots and the belly is immaculate yellow; the 
other one has 27 rows and the belly is wholly black. 

The colors are usually darker and the lateral spots more distinct 
than in consors. Occasional examples are entirely black. Yeu- 
trals 136-150; subcaudals 17-29. 

Length about 900 mm. 

Hab. — Ohio to Kansas, and north into Canada. Formerly 
found in western New York, but it has now disappeared from most 
cultivated localities. 

Sistrurus catenatus consors B- and G. 

Crotalophorus eonsors and O. Edwardsii B. and G., Z. r., 12, 15; Cf. 
e. edw a r ds u CoYie, L G85 ; Sistrurus catenatus (part) Boul., 1. c.. 
Ill, 570 ; Garman., Bull, Ess. Inst., XXIV, 101, 1894 ; 8. c. consors 
and S. c. edicardsU Siej., 1. r., 415, 416 ; S. e. edwardsli Cope, Rep. 
Nat. Mus. 1144. 

1 Compared with the preceding this subspecies is probably rather 
smaller; the scutellation is similar, but the scale rows arc usually 
23, though sometimes 25; the dorsal spots are smaller and more 
numerous, being in most cases 40-50 in number, of which 4-6 are 
on the tail. Variations toward S. c. catenatus are not uncommon, 
however; No. 7,234 Academy coll, from Hennessey, Okla., 
labeled edwardsi, has 25 rows of scales and 44 spots, and No. 
7,235, from Texas, has 23 rows of scales and but 37 spots. 

The correct name of the southwestern form of Sistrurus has 
been in doubt, owing to the loss of Baird and Girard’s type of 
C. consors^ and the omission of some important details from their 
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original description. The Zoological Society has lately received a 
living ASistranis from Port I.<avaca, Calhoun county, Tex , practi- 
cally the type locality of consors, which agrees with Baird and 
Girard's description of that species in all respects, as well as with 
Carman's jMatagorda specimens. It has 25 rows of scales, the two 
outer, smooth; 53 dorsal blotches (45 on the body and 8 on the 
tail); ventrals 153; subcaudals 27; length 520 mm. (tail 70). 
There is no large loreal and the preocular is in full contact with 
the post-nasal. As cdwardsi is known to sometimes present 25 
scale rows, there is nothing to separate the two forms except an 
insignificant difference in the number of spots. Regarding them as 
identical, the name consors has priority. 

Hab. — Indian Territory to northern iMexico; west to Arizona. 
Sistrurus miliarius L. 

Crotalus miliariuSy L., Syst. Nat., Ed. XII, 372 ; Croialophorus mili’ 
arius B. and G-, 1. c., iT ; Cope, Le.y G85 ; Sistrurus miliarius BouL, 
1. c.y III, 5G9 ; Stej., 1. c., 418; Sistrurus miliarus, Cope, Rep. Nat. 
Mils., 1141. 

Smaller and more slender than S. ccdenaias ; rattle very small; 
loreal present, separating the post-nasal from the preocular; scales 
in 23 rows (occ. 21); ventrals 127-140; subcaudals 20-36. 
Length about 550 mm. (tail between one-seventh and one-eighth). 

Gray, yellowish or brbwn, more or less dark; seven series of 
blotches on the body, disposed much as in the genus; the dorsals 
are dark, often purplish, irregular in shape, and from 38-45 in 
number; the interspaces on the vertebral line are often red; the 
head markings are much as in the last species, but the dark spot 
on the parietals is absent and the lower light line on the side of the 
head begins on the ])ost-oculars, instead of the nasal; belly yellow 
with blackish blotches. 

Hab. — North Carolina and Florida to Texas; up the Mississippi 
valley, probably to Illinois. 

CROTALUS L. 

Syst. Nat., Ed. X, 214 ; B. and G , ?. r., 1 ; Cope, 1. c., G3G, and Rep. 

Nat. Mus., 1149 ; Boiil., I, c., Ill, 572. 

A pair of large erectable, perforated poison fangs in front of the 
upper jaw; no other maxillary teeth; loreal pit and rattle present; 
top of head covered with small scales; scales keeled (outer sometimes 
smooth), with pits, in 23-31 rows; anal and subcaudals not divided. 
Size medium or large. 

Hab. — North and South America. 
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Xotwitlistiimling the wide range of this gemis, through the 
whole of America from lower Canada to Brazil, its members form 
a very coin])act group and though many of the species resemble 
each other closely, there is a curious al)sence of transitional charac- 
ters, so that it is necessary to recognize as distinct sjiccies, forms as 
closely similar as adamnutcU’^ and afro.i\ as well as eonjU(enUis and 
ore(jonus lucifer B. and ( r. ), in which the differences, though 
slight, are, as far as I can discover, absolutely constant. 

Key to the Specie-^ of the United States. 

A . — Anterior nasal in contact with rostral : 

a. — Back with chevron-shaped cross-bands; tail black. 

I. C, horridns. 

b. — Back with spots; or cross-bands posteriorly: 

n \ — Rostral as high or higlier than wide; 3-5 scales be- 
tween suboculars and labials : 
a “. — Dorsal spots lozenge shaped: 

Lozenges distinct; a light vertical line in front 
of nostril; bands on tail not very distinct, 

2. C. adamanteus. 
Lozenges with angles cut off; no light line in 
front of nostril; tail white with black bands, 

3. C. atro.i\ 

— Dorsal spots rhomboid; cross-hands behind : 

Head scales larger; dark streak beginning at 
anterior corner of eye, . 4. C. conflnentn!<. 

Head scales smaller; dark streak beginning at 
posterior corner of eye, . 5. C. oregonns. 

^ 5 ^ Dorsal spots with a light centre on each side of 

the median line, .... 6. C. molossn-'<. 

Dorsal spots small, in two rows, . 7. C. pricet. 

Rostral wider than high; 2 scales between sub- 
oculars and labials; 

Supraoculars not produced into a horn; 

Spots anteriorly; cro?s-bands l)ehind, 

8. C. tirjris. 

Greenish, with black cross-bands, 

9. C. lepldw^, 

Supraocular produced into a horn, 10 . C. cerastes. 

B. Anterior nasal separated from rostral by scales, 

II. C. mitehcllu 



Crotalus molossus B. and O. 

t. c., 10 ; Cope, 1. c.. G'^9. ami Rep. Nat 5Ius , 1151 ; Stej., 1. c., 121 ; 
C. (errificus (part) Boul., t. c.. Ill, oTa. 

Snout broad; rostral rather small, its width about equal to its 
height; scales on top of the muzzle larger than in any other Xorth 
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American species, and usually about eight in number; five or six 
rows of scales between supraoculars, often two larger ones in 
front; four or five rows of scales between the suboculars and upper 
labials; 29 rows of dorsal scales; ventrals 187-203; subcau- 
dals 25. 

Length about 1,400 nim. 

Sulphur yellow above; tail black or dark brown; dorsal spots 
chestnut brown, transversely wide and irregularly lozenge shaped, 
usually lighter in the centres of their lateral parts; these spots are 
commonly prolonged down to the ventrals; belly }"ellowish, clonded 
posteriorly; a dark oblique streak behind tlie eye. 

Hab. — Xew Mexico, Arizona and Sonora. 

In the size and arrangement of the plates on the muzzle, this 
species approaches C. durissus of South America. 

Crotalus adamanteus Beauvais. 

Tiaus. Am. Thil. Soc., IV, B6S (1799); B. and G., L 3 \ C. n. ada~ 

mantciiH 1. c., 090, and Bep. Nat. ^Ins., 1161 ; C. da7'issufs^^ 

Bonl., 1. c.y 111, 57S; C. adm/uintius Stej., 1. c., 432. 

Largest of the genus; head broad behind, triangular; rostral 
higher than Avide; usually two plates on the muzzle behind the 
nasals, the rest of the head covered with small scales: 6-8 rows 
between supraoculars; 3-5 roAVS betAveen suboculars and labials; 

There has been disagreement as to A\het]ier the Liuna?au name durissKS 
belongs to this or to the South American species. ]Mr. Boulenger adopts it 
for this species and uses ferrificus Lanr. for the South American. To me 
the case appears otherwise. Linnreus’ scanty description does not sufficiently 
indicate either, but examination of his references, to determine the basis of 
his si^ecies, shoAVs that 8eba’s jYates best indirate the ^outh American form, 
and in the text (Seba, II, 99) Mexico is the most northern locality referred 
to. Linnreiis’ paper in the Am(.V}ut((tes Acadeftiica’, I, 500, and GronOAuns 
both treat of specimens from South America ; Avhile the only North Amer- 
ican rattlesnake apparently knoAvn to Kalm Avas the most northern of all 
{horn'dus L. ). It appears then that durissns L. is a compound, not of 
the South American and the diamond rattlesnakes, l)nt of the Ibrmer and 
the Nortliern handed speeies. But Liniuens’ description, Albo Jlavogue 
caritfs, macuUs rhomhel.^ disro cannot a]>ply to the latter; durissas^ 

therefore, should h"; restticted to the South American form. Lanrenti’s 
description of tevrifieus is not mnch mnr.e ani]>Ie than that of Liiiurens, but 
he refers his species to Seha’s id. 95, hg. 1, in which the only recognizable 
detail, the scutellation on the muzzle, most clearly indicates the South 
American species ; tcrrificus Lanr. is, tlierefore, a synonym of durissu^ L.; 
dnrissus Lanr. is a compound of Linmvns’ description, ahoA'c quoted, and 
Ciitesby’s PI. XLI, Vol. ii, Avhich is horrid us, I am unable to find evidence 
than any of these authors kneAv of the existence of a rattlesnake in Nortli 
America other tlian horrid us ; and the la’ge diamoiifl rattlesnake of the 
Gulf States remabied unrecognized until 1799, when Beauvais applied to it 
the name ((dumuut< us. 
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scales in 27-29 rows, as in most of the species the first and second 
rows are faintly keeled or smooth; ventrals 169-178; subcaudals 
25-32. The largest specimen I have seen, measured 1,910 mm. 
and came from St. Simor/s Island, Ga. It was formerly in pos- 
session of the Zoological Society. There is little doubt that the 
species reaches 2,200 mm. or more. 

Yellowish gray above, with lozenge-shaped dorsal blotches 
sharply defined, blackish, with centres of the body color, and 
sepanited by oblique yellow lines crossing each other on the back; 
on the side.s in the triangular open spaces which alternate with the 
lozenges, there is a black spot; other indistinct markings some- 
times appear on the sides; posteriorly the colors arc somewdiat 
darker and the lozenges take the shape of cross-bands, which form 
not very well-defined rings on the tail, but the colors there are not 
sharply contrasted; belly yellowish white, clouded with brown 
toward the sides. There is a wide dark oblique streak from below 
the eye to the labials, bordered in front and behind by a light one; 
two light bars from the loreal pit to labials, and another in front 
of the nostril. 

Ilab. — North Carolina and Florida; west to Louisiana and [>rob- 
ably eastern Texas. 

Crotalus atrox B. aud G. 
c., 5. 

The western representative of the diamond rattlesnake is very 
like it in appearance, but may always be distinguished by the 
absence of the light vertical line in front of the nostril, by the 
absence of sharply defined angles to the dorsal spots and by the 
strongly contrasted black half rings on the tail. A rare form, 
known only from southern California, is retained as a subspecies. 

Color grayish or brown; markings distinct; . . 1. C. a. atrox. 

Color red; markings not very distinct, ... 2. C. a, ruber. 

Crotalus atrox atrox B. and G. 

1 . c.y 5; C. aOAtmantem atrox and r. a. srutuhffas Cope., 1 . c., 600, 
and Rep. Xat. Mas., 1164,1159; (\ .<^rutoh/(f(s and 0 . r.onfliieyitus 
(part) Boiil., 1 . c., Ill, 575, 576 ; 0 . atrox Stej., 1 . c., 436. 

Size rather less than adamanteu'fy but form and scutellation very 
similar; the supraoculars are sometimes but not always bordered 
internally by a row of enlarged scales; rows of scales between 
supraoculars often 4, but sometimes 5 or 6; 3-4 scales between 
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suboculars and labials; scales in 27-25 rows; ventrals 173-187; 
subcaiidals 23-28. Of inajiy specimens the largest I have seen 
measured 1,G70 min. 

Yellowish or grayish, sometimes quite brown, with a series of 
dark brown or black dorsal spots, with centres of the body color; 
the angles of the spots are not sharp as in adamanfeus, but are cut 
off, forming irregular hexagons: the lateral markings are indis- 
tinct; tail gray or white, with 3-5 dark brown or black half- 
rings; belly yellowish, more or less clouded on ihe sides. The 
oblique streak behind the eye is present, but the light line in front 
of the nasal is always absent. Some young examples have a nar- 
row light line across the middle of supraoclilars. 

Ilab. — Central Texas to Arizona; northern ^Mexico. 

Crotalus atrox ruber Cope. 

1. r., ODO ; C. conjUierdns (part) Boul., I, r., Ill, 57G ; C. a. rw&rr Step, 
1. c., 439 : G. ruber. Van Den., 1. c., 222 ; (3ope, liep. Nat. 

1107. 

Size smaller than C, a. atrox; rostral wider; canthus less dis- 
tinct; head scales small; 8 rows between siipraoculars; 5 between 
suboculars and labials; 27 rows of scales; ventrals 183-186; 
subcaudals 22-26. 

Length about 1,300 mm. 

Pale red ; dorsal spots darker red ; lateral spots and head mark- 
ings indistinct, although a specimen from San Diego, formerly 
living in the Zoological Gardens, plainly showed the oblique streak 
behind the eye; belly yellowish; tail whitish with black cross- 
bands. 

Hab. — Southern California. 

A better acquaintance with this rare snake may require that it 
be given specific rank, especially as Van Deuburg does not 
include C. a, atrox in his list of California snakes. 

Crotalus confiuentus Say. 

Long’s Exp,, II, 48 (1823); B. and O., 1. r., 8 ; C. c. confluentus and 
C. c. pul'cn'ulentus Cope, 1. r., 092, and Rep. Xat. 1170, 

1174; G, confluentua (part) Boul., L c,, 111,570; G. confluentus 
Stej., 1. r., 440. 

Body rather slender; rostral higher than wide; no very distinctly 
enlarged plates behind the nasals; head scales of moderate size, 
3-6 between siipraoculars, 2-4 between suboculars and labials; 
27-29 rows of scales; ventrals 173-188; subcaudals 23-28. 

Length about 1,400 mm. 
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Grayish or yGlowisli hrowii. witli a doi>al scries of siilK|ua(lrate 
dark brown blotches with rntlior liglitcr centres, and soincliines 
a yellowish border; the (*orners are often rounded, and posteriorly 
the spots become cross-bunds; two series of smaller alternating 
blotches on the sides; belly dull yellow; a transverse light line on 
the centre of the supraocuhirs, which widens and sometimes 
bifurcates internally; in the young this is very distinct and the 
anterior arm of the bifurcation is continued across the vertex to 
meet its fellow; the oblique eye streak begins very constantly at 
the lower anterior corner of the eye and is bordered by narrow 
white lines; a light line below loreal pit, and the borders of the 
rostral are light in the young. 

Examination of the type of C. c, pulverulentus Cope does not 
afford any good ground for distinction. 

Ilab. — Southern ^Manitoba to central Texas; west to Idaho and 
Arizona. 

Crotalus oregonus Holbrook. 

No. Am. Herp., Ill, 21, PI. o (1842); O. lurifer and C. oregonus B. and 
G., 1. G.y 6, 145; O. a. adamanteus (synonomy), C. conjluentuslecontu 
and O. c. lucifer Cope, 1. c,, 690, 092 ; 6'. coriflnentus (part) Boul., 
1. c.y III, 576 ; Cf. lucifer Stej., 1. c., 445, and No. Am. Fauna, No. 7, 
218 ; Van Hen., 1. c., 216 ; 0. c. lecontd C. c. lucifer Coi)e, Kep. 
Nat. Mus ,1175, 1176. 

Examination of the ty}>e of C. oregonus Ilolb. leaves me with 
little doubt that it is identical with lucifer B. and G. The speci- 
men has become much distorted and shriveled during the sixty 
years since Holbrook examined it, but it shows no important 
difference in scutellatiou. There are G scales between the supra- 
oculars; 3 between the siiboculars and labials; 25 rows of scales. 
Holbrook’s plate does not quite correctly render the color pattern; 
the dark streak behind the eye begins further back than is shown, 
and really takes origin as in lucifer, posterior to the centre of the 
eye. The dorsal spots are not as emarginate on the anterior border 
as many of them are represented in the plate; they are, in fact, 
sharply angled, giving a superficial resemblance to adamanteus 
(which can be the only reason wliy Cope includes it In the syn- 
onomy of that species'); but much weight cannot attach to this 
single point in which the specimen differs from lucifer, for the 
reason that the epidermis has long since peeled off, leaving the 
whole pattern accentuated; and the youth of the animal (315 mm. 
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long) would alrfo show these lines more sharply defined than they 
would become later in life. The transverse light line on the supra- 
oculars is precisely as in Incifer, 

This species eomes very near to conjlnentus^ l)ut, on aecouut of 
the constancy of the slight differences, 1 am obliged to give it 
specific rank; the head scales are rather smaller, the rows between 
supraoculars numbering in six examples 4, d, 8, 8, 8, 9; l)etween 
subocnlars and labials 2-1; setdes in 25-27 rows; ventrals 165- 
189; sub(‘audals 18-2G, Size about the same as cod finest us. The 
pattern is closely similar, l)ut the dark obiirpie streak behind the 
eye always begins posterior to its centre and runs liaekwarcl directly 
to the angle of the mouth, not curving downward as sharply as in 
confluenius ; the light lines bordering it are wider; the transverse 
light line on supraoculars is present; the belly is yellow or green- 
ish, with the ])osterior border of each ventral lighter. In some 
specimens the general color is dark, approaching even to black. 

llab. — The Pacific coast; California to British Columbia, Idaho 
and northern Nevada and Utah. 

Crotalus horridus L. 

Syst. Nat., Ed. X, 214; C. durissus B. and G., 1. c., 1 ; C. horridus 
Cope, 1 r., G93, and Kep. Nat. Mus , lls5o; Boul., 1. r., Ill, 578; Stej. 
1. c., 426. 

Size smaller and body more slender than in adamanteus ; rostral 
high; two rows of small plates ’oehind nasals; 4-8 scales between 
supraoculars; 2-4 between suborbitals and labials; usually but one 
plate ou eanthus; scales in 23-25 rows (oec. 27); ventrals 1G5- 
178; subcaudals 18-25. 

Average specimens are about 900 to 1,000 mm. long, and it is 
doubiful if the species ever much exceeds 1,400. 

The body color is variable — sulphur yellow, ashy and almost 
black (one S])eciinen from Alabama was in life a peculiar paie 
drab), crossed by twenty or more irregular ehevron-shaped black 
bauds; the bands arc someiimes complete, but often broken into 
angular spots on the sides, but they always have a ragged or zigzag 
appearance. The tail is black; belly yellow marked with dusky; 
head dark, without distinct markings. 

Ilab. — New England to uortliern Florida; west to Iowa, Okla- 
homa and northern Texas. 
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Crotalus tigris Koiuiicott. 

U. S. Mex. Bonn.]. Snrv. Kept., 14, PI. IV (18o9p Cope, L c., cm, 
and Pep. Nat. Mn.s , llSl ; Boul., 1. c., Ill, 5S0 : 8tej., 1. c., 449, and 
No. Am. Fauna, No. 7, 214 ; Van Den., 1. c,, 220. 

Body railier slender; rostral wider than high; two rows of small 
plates on the muzzle; about six rows of scales between sunraoeu- 
lars; generally two rows between suboculars and labials; scales in 
21-23 rows (occ. 2r3); vcntrals 170-181; subcaudals 19-21. 
Length about 800 mm. 

Grayish or yellowish, with a dorsal series of rather small dark 
blotches and an indistinct lateral scries; on the posterior two-thirds 
of the body the spots are replaced by cross-bands; belly whitish or 
yellow; a dark oblicpie streak behind tire eye. 

Ilab. — Arizona, southern Nevada and southern California. 

Crotalus lepidus Kennicott. 

Proc. Acad. Pliila., 18G1, 20r> ; Cope, /. /*., 692, and Pep. Nat. ]\Ius., 
1191 ; Boul., L (•., 682 ; Stej., L e., 462. 

Size small; rostral wider than high; eight plates on top of 
muzzle; 3-4 rows between supraoeuhirs; 2 between suboculars and 
labials; one nasal, half divided; the upper preocular divided 
vertically; scales in 23 row^s; veutials 153-109; subcaudals 27- 
31. Length 600 mm. 

Greenish gray, with about 20 dark brown or black dorsal spots; 
tail with several dark half-rings; belly whitish clouded with 
brown; two large dark spots in contact on the nape; the dark 
oblique streak behiud the eye is sometimes indicated. 

Hab. — Western Texas to central Arizona; northern Mexico. 

Crotalus cerastes Hallowell. 

Proc. Acad. Phila., 1864, 96 ; Cope, L r., 694. and Rep. Nat. Mns., 1196 ; 
Boul., /. c.. Ill, 583 ; Stej., L c., 460, and No. Am. Fauna, No. 7, 
216 ; Van Den., /. c , 222. 

Size small; rostral as wide as high; head scales small, 5-7 be- 
tween siipraoenlars; 2 between snboculars and labials; one nasal; 
supraoculars elevated into a horn-like projection; scales in 21 
row's; ventrals 134-146; subcaudals 16-21. Leugth about 
600 mm. 

Yellowish, with a dorsal series of small l)rowu l)lotches, and 
several iudistiuct series of smaller ones on the sides; belly yellow- 
ish; a narrow oblique streak behiud the eye. 

Hab. —?Ari zona, southern Nevada, l^tnh and California. 
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Crotalus pricei Van Denbiirg. 

Pfoc. Cul. Acad. >Sei., 1895, 8iG ; Cope, Rep. Xat. ^In?., 1181. 

This species is known from live .-mail specimens in the museum 
of the Leland Stanford I^niversity, California. 

From ]\Ir. Van Dcnbui'g’s description it appears to be charac- 
terized by a rostral slightly higher than wide; enlarged plates on 
the muzzle; one to thri'C rows betAveen snpraoculars; one row 
between suboculars and lab'.als; and the presence of but nine 
upper labials, the number in other species being 12-18; 21 rows 
of scales; ventrals lbo-150; subcaudals 21-27. Length to rattle 
447 mm. (tail 41). 

Olive gray, thickly covered Avith small broAvn dots. Fifty-four 
to sixty small broA\m blotches arranged in tAVo series on the back, 
someAvhat alternating anteriorly, but forming cross-bands behind; 
seA’en broAvn cross-bands on the tail; tAVO or three rows of smaller 
alternating brown spots on the sides; belly dark slate, ends of the 
ventrals and outer roAV of scales Avhitish; a dark brown oblique 
streak behind the eye; tAA’o small broAvn spots on the occiput; 
throat yclloAV tinged Avith vinaceoiis. 

The peculiar characters of these specimens are^quite sufficient, as 
far as they are noAV known, to entitle them to recognition. 

JIab. — lluachucha Mountains, Arizona. 

Crotalus mitchelli Cope. 

Proc. Acnd. Phila., 18G1, 293 ; G. mitchellii ami C. pyrrJius Co\)q, 1. r., 
G94 ; C. 7nitchflllJjou]., 1. c., Ill, 580; G. /n it c/ie Hi i Cope, Rep. Nat. 
Mu9., 1193 ; G. m, vutchclli ami G. m. 2^yTrhus Stej., 1. c., 454, 45G ; 
G. Den., 1. c., 224. 

Differs from all others of the genus in having the rostral sepa- 
rated from the anterior nasal by small granular scales; canthus not 
sharp and Avithout large, plates; b-7 scales betAvecn snpraoculars; 
3 roAVs betAveen suboculars and labials; preocular sometimes 
divided; 23-25 roAvs of scales; ventrals 178-198; subcaudals 26. 

Length about 1,100 mm. 

Ordiitary specimens arc grayish yelloAV, Avitli broAvn punctulatious 
on the back, Avhich are collected into about forty transversely angu- 
lar spots, Avhich form cross-bands on the posterior fourth of the body; 
tail light Avith distinct black half-rings; an indistinct brown streak 
behind the eye, AAuth a light one in front of it. Occasional exam- 
ples are more or less red of varying shades; upon such specimens 
C. pijrrhus Cope Avas founded. 

Hal). — Arizona and southern California. 
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